
Programs & Services Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 

 
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Oliver, Micley, Malakie, Humphrey, Baker, and Farrell 
 
Absent: Councilor Lobovits 
 
City Staff: Hattie Kerwin Derrick, Director of Community Engagement and Inclusion 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Programs & 
Services Committee | City of Newton, MA (newtonma.gov) 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: Programs & Services Committee - March 5, 2025 
 
#48-25  Request for ordinance amendment to update the City Seal 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting to amend City Ordinance Section 1-8 to 
update the description and image of the City Seal to reflect the new City Seal 
design approved by the City Council on Tuesday, February 18, 2025. 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 5-2 (Councilors Malakie and Farrell Opposed) 
 
Note:  The Chair outlined that the Council previously approved the design of the new 
City Seal at the February 18, 2025 Council meeting. The proposed ordinance amendment would 
amend the image within the ordinance along with updating the word description of the City 
Seal in Section 1-8. A Councilor asked if the color version of the seal should also be included in 
the ordinance amendment, and it was noted that the current ordinance does not have the color 
version of the current City Seal. Hattie Kerwin Derrick added that a style guide will be issued 
upon passage of this ordinance to ensure uniformity in how the seal is depicted. It was 
proposed by a Councilor that the term "outer circle" be changed to "outer band" as the shape is 
not a perfect circle. Committee members agreed to this amendment and voted 5-2 (Councilors 
Malakie and Farrell Opposed) on a motion to approve from Councilor Humphrey. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:12 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Josh Krintzman, Chair 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7rz3PsgvbQ


#48-25 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

ORDINANCE NO.  

, 2025 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON that the Revised 
Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2017, as amended, be and are hereby further 
amended with respect to Chapter 1 General Provisions as follows: 

I. DELETE the following Section 1-8 as it appears in its entirety:

Sec. 1-8. City seal described. 

The following shall be the device of the corporate seal of the city: A 
representation within a circle of John Eliot preaching to a group of Indians 
and around the same the words: "Liberty and Union" and "Nonantum;" and in 
an outer circle the words: "Newton: Founded 1630: Incorporated a Town 
1688: A City 1873."   

#48-25



 

II. INSERT a new Section 1-8 as follows: 

  Sec. 1-8. City seal described. 

The following shall be the device of the corporate seal of the city: A 
representation within a circle of Newton City Hall, a tree, and a body of water, 
and around the same the words: “Massachusetts”; and in an outer band the 
words: “City of Newton: Liberty and Union: 1688: Thirteen Villages.”   

                                                                                   

 

Approved as to legal form and character: 

 

Alissa O. Giuliani 
City Solicitor 

Under Suspension of Rules  
Readings Waived and Approved 
 
 
 

(SGD) Carol Moore__  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 

  City Clerk                 Mayor 

          Date:  _____________ 
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