
February 18, 2025 

Sec. 22-23. Newton FEMA Floodplain District. 
 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the Newton FEMA Floodplain District (the “District”) is to: 

(1) Enhance public health and safety through reducing the threats to life and personal 
injury, eliminating new hazards to emergency response officials, preventing the 
occurrence of public emergencies resulting from water quality contamination and 
pollution due to flooding, avoiding the loss of utility services which if damaged by 
flooding would disrupt or shut down the utility network and impact regions of the 
community beyond the site of flooding, and reducing damage to public and private 
property resulting from flooding waters;  

(2) Eliminate costs associated with the response and cleanup of flooding conditions; and 

(3) Allow the city to maintain compliance with the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 and 
the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, and the regulations promulgated pursuant 
thereto. 

The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance is considered reasonable but does 
not imply total flood protection. 

(b) Applicability. 

(1) Any proposed construction, grading, tree cutting, paving, or other land-disturbing 
development in the District, including new construction or changes to existing buildings, 
placement of manufactured homes, placement of agricultural facilities, fences, sheds, 
storage facilities or drilling, mining, paving and any other development that might 
increase flooding or adversely impact flood risks to other properties requires a 
conservation commission Order of Conditions as the primary permit for development in 
the District. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the reconstruction (but not 
enlargement) of any building or structure destroyed by fire or natural disaster; provided, 
however, that such a reconstruction shall be pursuant to an Order of Conditions issued 
by the conservation commission. 

(c) Jurisdiction and Sources of Jurisdictional Information. 

(1) The District. The Newton FEMA Floodplain District is herein established.  

(2) Precedence. The provisions of this section shall take precedence over any less restrictive 
conflicting city ordinance. 

(3)  Regulatory Categories Included in this Ordinance. Jurisdictional areas covered by this 
ordinance are defined by the FEMA regulatory areas listed below.  

The District includes all special flood hazard areas designated as Zone AE and A and 
floodways within Newton. These areas are defined by the Middlesex County Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) dated July 8, 2025 issued by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for the administration of the National Flood Insurance 
Program. The FIRM and Middlesex County Flood Insurance Study (FIS) are incorporated 
herein by reference and are available on-line through the FEMA Map Service Center. 



The District also includes FEMA Floodways as shown on the cited FIRM maps, shown on 
the map titled “Map of FEMA Areas Subject to Jurisdiction in Newton” with a date of 
January 25, 2005 (the “FEMA Floodplains Map”), tabulated in the table titled “Table of 
FEMA Flood Zones, in Newton” (the “FEMA Flood Zones Table”), and tabulated in the 
table titled “Newton’s FEMA Floodway Data Tables” (the “FEMA Floodway Table”).   

a) Numbered AE Zones. The 1%-chance regulatory floodplain. The exact boundaries 
of these areas shall be defined by the 1%-chance base flood elevations shown on 
the FIRM and further defined by the (FIS) report dated July 8, 2025. 

Note: FEMA Flood Elevations listed in the table in the FEMA Flood Zones Table 
are the City’s extrapolations from the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps for 
Newton (panels 25017C0532F, 25017C0534F, 25017C0551F, 25017C0552F, 
25017C0553F, 25017C0554F, 25017C0556F, 25017C0558F, 25017C0561F, 
25017C0562F, and 25017C0566F) and the 2025 FEMA Flood Insurance Study 
Flood Profiles (volumes 25017CV010D and 25017CV014D) all of which can be 
found at the FEMA Map Service Center website. When a range of elevations is 
cited, the higher listed elevation applies to the upstream end of the designated 
area, the lower elevation applies to the downstream end of the designated area. 
The floodplain elevation for any land is determined by interpolation of the 
floodplain elevation on the basis of its relative distance in feet from the 
upstream and downstream elevations. It is the obligation of the user to 
independently confirm elevations. 

b) Unnumbered A Zones. The 1%-chance regulatory floodplain. Since no Base Flood 
Elevation (BFE) has been provided, the building department will attempt to 
obtain, review and reasonably utilize base flood elevation data available from a 
Federal, State, or other source as criteria for requiring new construction, 
substantial improvements, or other development in Zone A and as the basis for 
elevating residential structures to or above base flood level, for flood-proofing or 
elevating nonresidential structures to or above base flood level. [44CFR 
60.3(b)(4)]. Alternatively, the permitting authority can require that the 
proponent pay for resources to determine the base flood elevation when a 
development is being proposed. Historical records can be used, as well as any 
other data that reasonably indicates the 1% chance flood event.  If a subdivision 
or other development proposal is greater than 50 lots or 5 acres [44CFR 
60.3(b)(3)] is proposed in the District where there are not already base flood 
elevations (BFEs) for each parcel, then the developer must provide BFEs for each 
parcel so that flood-resistant standards can be appropriately applied.  The 
developer is responsible for providing the necessary technical data to support 
the base flood elevations shown on his/her design drawings.  

c) FEMA Floodways. Areas shown on the FEMA maps and Floodway tables. FEMA 
Floodway information can be found on the 2025 FEMA Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps and in the 2025 FEMA Flood Insurance Study Floodway Data Tables in 
volumes 25017CV005D pages 372-376 377 and 25017CV006D page 515 at the 
FEMA Map Service Center website. If no floodway elevation information is 
available, the building department will attempt to obtain, review and reasonably 
utilize base flood elevation data available from a Federal, State, or other source 



as criteria for requiring new construction, substantial improvements for 
prohibiting encroachments in floodways. See the FEMA Floodway Table.   

Editor’s Note – The referenced map and tables are on file in the office of the city clerk. 
A copy of the map and tables appear in the Appendix at the end of this chapter. 

(d) Permitting Requirements. Any uses in the District, whether permitted by right or by special 
permit or variance, shall be subject to the following: 

(1) Any proposed construction or other development in the District, including new 
construction or changes to existing buildings, placement of manufactured homes, 
placement of agricultural facilities, fences, sheds, storage facilities or drilling, mining, 
paving and any other development that might increase flooding or adversely impact 
flood risks to other properties within an area subject to the jurisdiction of this Ordinance 
shall obtain an Order of Conditions from the conservation commission.  

(2) In its discretion, the conservation commission may accept a single Notice of Intent, 
conduct a single hearing, and issue a single Order of Conditions pursuant to its 
jurisdiction under this Ordinance, the City Floodplain Ordinance, and the Wetlands 
Protection Act, G.L. c. 131, sec. 40, provided, however, that in the event that the 
provisions of this ordinance are more restrictive than those of the said Wetlands 
Protection Act and the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, the provisions of this 
ordinance shall control. After a public hearing the conservation commission may issue 
an order of conditions and the Inspectional Services Department may issue building 
permits for work subject to this Ordinance.  

(e) Performance Standards. Any permit applicant under this ordinance, whether permitted by right 
or by special permit, must conform with the following standards: 

(1) Any permit applicant under this ordinance must acquire all local, state and federal 
permits that will be necessary to carry out the proposed development in the District and 
must demonstrate that all necessary permits have been acquired prior to the initiation 
of work. Relevant permits may include: the state wetland act and regulations, building 
code regulations, and the city’s stormwater management ordinance and regulations. 

(2) Any permit applicant under this ordinance must provide, document, and certify 
compensatory storage at each foot of elevation. Certification shall be submitted by a 
professional engineer licensed in Massachusetts. 

(3) Bridges shall be constructed, maintained, and used at the expense and risk of such 
owner, and shall be designed and constructed in compliance with the state Stream 
Crossing Standards. 

(4)  No building or other structure, road, parking lot, or driveway shall be erected, 
constructed, altered, enlarged or otherwise created and no material shall be placed or 
dumped which will restrict floodwater flow or reduce floodwater storage capacity shall 
be permitted. 

(5) The construction, reconstruction or enlargement of any building or structure in the 
District shall conform with sections of the State Building Code addressing floodplain 
standards. 



(6) Projects subject to the city’s Stormwater Management Ordinance and Rules and 
Regulations will be required to obtain an appropriate Stormwater Management permit. 

(7) In Zones A and AE, along watercourses that have not had a regulatory floodway 
designated, the best available Federal, State, local, or other floodway data shall be used 
to prohibit encroachments in floodways which would result in any increase in flood 
levels within the community during the occurrence of the base flood discharge. 

(8) In Zones AE, along watercourses that have a regulatory floodway designated on the 
reference the Middlesex County FIRM, encroachments are prohibited, including fill, new 
construction, substantial improvements, and other development within the adopted 
regulatory floodway unless it has been demonstrated through hydrologic and hydraulic 
analyses performed in accordance with standard engineering practice that the proposed 
encroachment would not result in any increase in flood levels within the community 
during the occurrence of the base flood discharge. 

(9) All subdivision proposals and development proposals in the District shall be reviewed to 
assure that: 

a) Such proposals minimize flood damage. 

b) Public utilities and facilities are located & constructed so as to minimize flood 
damage. 

c) Adequate drainage is provided. 

d) Any subdivisions or other developments greater than 50 lots or 5 acres 
(whichever is less) have provided technical data to determine base flood 
elevations for each developable parcel shown on the design plans.  

(10) Recreational vehicles. In A and AE Zones all recreational vehicles to be placed on 
a site must be elevated and anchored in accordance with the zone’s regulations for 
foundation and elevation requirements or be on the site for less than 180 consecutive 
days or be fully licensed and highway ready.  

(f) Variances. A variance from this ordinance must meet the requirements set out by State law, 
and may only be granted if: 1) good and sufficient cause and exceptional non-financial hardship 
exist; 2) the variance will not result in additional threats to public safety, extraordinary public 
expense, or fraud or victimization of the public; and 3) the variance is the minimum action 
necessary to afford relief.  

(g) Severability. If any section, provision or portion of this ordinance is deemed to be 
unconstitutional or invalid by a court, the remainder of the ordinance shall be effective. 

(h) Enforcement. The conservation commission and the Inspectional Services Department shall 
enforce this Ordinance through their standard channels of detailed project review, permitting, 
and compliance checks and with Enforcement Orders (for Orders of Conditions) and Stop Work 
Orders (for construction projects). In addition to the foregoing, the Floodplain Administrator is 
authorized to enforce the provisions of this ordinance. Any violation of this ordinance shall be 
punishable by a fine of three hundred ($300.00) dollars per day for each day the violation 
continues. Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. Where 
noncriminal disposition of this ordinance by civil fine has been provided for in Sec. 17-22 and 



17-23 of these ordinances, as amended, pursuant to the authority granted by M.G.L. c. 40, 
section 21D, said violation may be enforced in the manner provided in such statute.  

(i) Designation of Community Floodplain Administrator. The city of Newton hereby designates the 
position of Chief Environmental Planner to be the official Floodplain Administrator (FPA) for the 
city. The FPA is responsible for things such as the following: 

(1) Ensuring that the community is complying with minimum NFIP standards 

(2) Enforcing any locally-imposed higher standards 

(3) Ensuring that permits are applied for when development of any kind is proposed in the 
District 

(4) Addressing compliance issues and enforcement actions with the appropriate local staff 

(5) Maintaining records of floodplain development 

(6) Keeping current and historic FEMA maps available for public inspection 

(7) Maintaining and updating flood data and maps to reflect Letters of Map Amendment 
(LOMAs) and Letters of Map Revision--Based on Fill (LOMR-Fs) 

(8) Explaining Letter of Map Change (LOMC) procedures and results to property owners and 
developers and maintaining LOMC records 

(j) Required Notifications. 

(1)   In a riverine situation, the planning department shall notify the following of any 
alteration or relocation of a watercourse: 

a) Adjacent communities 

b) NFIP State Coordinator, MA Department of Conservation and Recreation 

c) NFIP Program Specialist, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region I 

(2) If the city acquires data that changes the base flood elevation in the FEMA mapped 
Special Flood Hazard Areas, the city will, within 6 months, notify FEMA of these changes 
by submitting the technical or scientific data that supports the change(s).  Notification 
shall be submitted to the NFIP State Coordinator (Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation) and the NFIP Program Specialist (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Region I).  

(k) State issued variances to the flood-resistant standards as found in the state building code. 

(1) If the State issues variances to the flood-resistant standards as found in the state 
building code, the city will request from the State Building Code Appeals Board a written 
and/or audible copy of the portion of the hearing related to the variance and will 
maintain this record in the city’s files.  The city shall also issue a letter to the property 
owner regarding potential impacts to the annual premiums for the flood insurance 
policy covering that property, in writing over the signature of a community official that:  

a) The issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood level will 
result in increased premium rates for flood insurance up to amounts as high as 
$25 for $100 of insurance coverage, and  
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b) Such construction below the base flood level increases risks to life and property.  

Such notification shall be maintained with the record of all variance actions for the 
referenced development in the District. 

(l) Definitions of Flood Zones (from the US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 64.3). 

Zone A. An area of special flood hazard without water surface elevations determined 

Zone AE. An area of special flood hazard with water surface elevations determined 

Zone X. An area of minimal or moderate flood hazards or areas of future-conditions flood 
hazard.  

(m) Definitions not found in the State Building Code. 

Compensatory Storage. A volume not previously used for flood storage and shall be 
incrementally equal to the theoretical volume of flood water at each elevation which would be 
displaced by the proposed project plus 10%. Such compensatory volume shall have an 
unrestricted hydraulic connection to the same waterway or wetland being affected by the 
proposed project. Further, with respect to waterways, such compensatory volume shall be 
provided within the same reach of the waterway. 

Development. Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 
limited to building or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or 
drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 
44, Part 59]. 

Floodway. The channel of the river, creek or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas 
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the 
water surface elevation more than a designated height. [Base Code, Chapter 2, Section 202]. 

Functionally Dependent Use. A use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is 
located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, port 
facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship 
building and ship repair facilities, but does not include long-term storage or related 
manufacturing facilities. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59] Also [Referenced 
Standard ASCE 24-14]. 

Highest Adjacent Grade. The highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to 
construction next to the proposed walls of a structure. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 
44, Part 59]. 

Historic Structure. Any structure that is: 

(a) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the 
Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as 
meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 

(b) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the 
historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by 
the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; 

(c) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation 
programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or 



(d) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic 
preservation programs that have been certified either: 

(1) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior or 

(2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

[US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]. 

New Construction. Structures for which the start of construction commenced on or after the 
effective date of the first floodplain management code, regulation, ordinance, or standard 
adopted by the authority having jurisdiction, including any subsequent improvements to such 
structures. New construction includes work determined to be substantial improvement.  
[Referenced Standard ASCE 24-14]. 

Recreational Vehicle. A vehicle which is: 
(a) Built on a single chassis; 
(b) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; 
(c) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and 
(d) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living 
quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 
[US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]. 

Regulatory Floodway - see FLOODWAY. 

Special Flood Hazard Area. The land area subject to flood hazards and shown on a Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard map as Zone A, AE, A1-30, A99, AR, AO, and AH [Base 
Code, Chapter 2, Section 202]. 

Start of Construction. The date of issuance for new construction and substantial improvements 
to existing structures, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, 
rehabilitation, addition, placement or other improvement is within 180 days after the date of 
issuance.  The actual start of construction means the first placement of permanent construction 
of a building (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of a slab or 
footings, installation of pilings or construction of columns. 

Permanent construction does not include land preparation (such as clearing, excavation, 
grading or filling), the installation of streets or walkways, excavation for a basement, footings, 
piers or foundations, the erection of temporary forms or the installation of accessory buildings 
such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main building. For a 
substantial improvement, the actual “start of construction” means the first alteration of any 
wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects 
the external dimensions of the building. [Base Code, Chapter 2, Section 202]. 

Structure for floodplain management purposes. A walled and roofed building, including a gas or 
liquid storage tank, that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. [US Code 
of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]. 

Substantial Repair of a Foundation. When work to repair or replace a foundation results in the 
repair or replacement of a portion of the foundation with a perimeter along the base of the 
foundation that equals or exceeds 50% of the perimeter of the base of the foundation 
measured in linear feet, or repair or replacement of 50% of the piles, columns or piers of a pile, 
column or pier supported foundation, the building official shall determine it to be substantial 



repair of a foundation.  Applications determined by the building official to constitute substantial 
repair of a foundation shall require all existing portions of the entire building or structure to 
meet the requirements of 780 CMR. [As amended by MA in 9th Edition BC]. 

Variance. A grant of relief by a community from the terms of a flood plain management 
regulation. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]. 

Violation. The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the city's 
flood plain management regulations. A structure or other development without the elevation 
certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance required in §60.3 is presumed 
to be in violation until such time as that documentation is provided. [US Code of Federal 
Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]. 

  



Appendix A. Map of FEMA Areas Subject to Jurisdiction in Newton 

 

Map of FEMA Areas Subject to Jurisdiction in Newton 



Appendix B. Table of FEMA Flood Zones in Newton  

Note: Elevations listed in Appendix B are extrapolated from the FIS Stream Profiles and are advisory 
only; in the case of a conflict, elevations from the most current FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRM) and FEMA Flood Insurance Study (FIS) will be used.  

KEY: NAVD88 = North American Vertical Datum of 1988 
  

RIVERS, BROOKS, and their associated WETLANDS Elevation Range 
(NAVD88) 

Charles River Upstream Downstream 
FEMA Flood Elevation (Zone AE) (from FIS pages 122P-129P)   

Newton St. Roxbury line – Nahanton/Kendrick St. bridge  90.2 89.9 
Nahanton St. bridge – Silk Mill Dam (crest)  
Note: profile shows drop associated with the dam in the wrong location  89.9 89.0 

Silk Mill Dam (foot) – Metropolitan Circular Dam (crest) 73.8 73.8 
Metropolitan Circular Dam (foot) – Route 9 bridge 65.8 65.8 
Route 9 bridge – Route 128 bridge (crest) 65.8 65.4 
Route 128 bridge (foot) – Walnut St. bridge (crest) 65.0 64.0 
Walnut St. bridge (foot) – Cordingly Dam and Falls (crest)  62.8 62.7 
Cordingly Dam/Falls (foot) – Newton Lower Falls Dam (crest) 50.1 46.2 
Newton Lower Falls Dam (foot) – Washington St. Rt 16 bridge  43.4 43.4 
Washington St. Route 16 bridge – DCR trestle footbridge 43.4 42.8 
DCR trestle footbridge – Concord St. bridge 42.8 41.4 
Concord St. bridge – Comm. Ave./Route 30 Bridge 41.3 39.2 
Comm. Ave./Rt 30 Bridge – Corporate limit (Stony Brook, Waltham) 39.2 38.4 
Ware’s Cove/Purgatory Cove/225 Riverview  38.4 38.0 
“Flowed Meadow Conservation Area Wetland” (from FEMA map) 38.0 38.0 
Corp. limit (downstream of North St) – Cheese Cake Brook 21.5 20.8 
Cheese Cake Brook – Bridge St./Beamis dam (crest) 20.8 16.5 
Bridge St./Beamis dam (foot) – Corporate limit (Riverdale Ave) 16.1 12.3 
Watertown Dam (crest-foot) (in Watertown) 11.5 8.0 
Corporate limit (Maple St) – Corp. limit (Daly Field) 5.4 4.4 

FEMA Floodway -- See Appendix C   

  



RIVERS, BROOKS, and their associated WETLANDS (cont’d) Elevation Range 
(NAVD88) 

Cheese Cake Brook  Upstream Downstream 
FEMA Flood Elevation (Zone AE) (from FIS page 134P)   

Watertown St. culvert – Dunstan St. (upstream of culvert)  40.2 40.2 
Dunstan St. (downstream of culvert) – Cross St. (upstream of culvert)  38.6 38.6 
Cross St. (downstream of culvert) – Parsons St. (upstream of culvert)  37.7 37.7 
Parsons St. (downstream of culvert) – Eddy St.  35.7 35.3 

FEMA Flood Zone A (from LIDAR)   

Eddy St. – Watertown St. (downstream of culvert) 32.5 31.0 
Watertown St. (upstream of culvert) – 311 Albemarle Rd 30.0 29.0 
311 Albemarle Rd – 293 Albemarle Rd 29.0 28.0 
293 Albemarle Rd – Fessenden driveway 28.0 27.5 
Fessenden driveway – Crafts St. (downstream of culvert) 27.5 25.5 
Crafts St. (upstream of culvert) – North St. (downstream of culvert) 25.5 24.5 
North St. (upstream of culvert) – Across from Joseph Rd 24.5 22.5 
Across from Joseph Rd – Across from Nevada St 22.5 20.8 

FEMA Flood Elevation (Zone AE) (from FEMA map)   

Across from Nevada St. – Charles River  20.8 20.8 
FEMA Floodway -- See Appendix C   

Cold Spring Brook   

FEMA Flood Zone A: “Cold Spring Swamp” (from LIDAR) 105.0  

Hammond Brook   

FEMA Flood Zone A: "Hammond Pond" (from LIDAR) 165.0  

Paul Brook   
FEMA Flood Elevation (Zone AE) (from FIS pages 462P-463P)   

Route 9 – Hagen Rd.  120.2 119.2 
Hagen Rd. – Haynes Rd. (north side of culvert) 119.1 119.1 
Haynes Rd. (south side of culvert) – Olde Field Rd.  117.1 116.2 
“Great Meadow Swamp”, Brandeis Rd. (from LIDAR)  116.0   
Olde Field Rd. – Great Meadow Rd. (upstream) 115.8 115.8 
Great Meadow Rd. (downstream) – Parker St. (upstream of culvert) 115.2 114.8 
Parker St. (downstream of culvert) – Mildred Rd.  114.0 113.9 
Mildred Rd. – the confluence of South Meadow Brook 113.9 113.7 

FEMA Floodway -- See Appendix C     
  



RIVERS, BROOKS, and their associated WETLANDS (cont’d) Elevation Range 
(NAVD88) 

Sawmill Brook (north-south branch) Upstream Downstream 
FEMA Flood Zone A (from LIDAR)     

200 feet from Corporate boundary – headwall at 22 Hollywood Dr 141.0 135.0 
“Bald Pate and Kennard Conservation Area Wetland” 135.0  
Vine St. -- Conservation Area boundary with 63 Grace Rd 134.0 115.0 
“Saw Mill Brook Conservation Area Wetland” (Vine St./Wayne St.) 133.0 120.0 
63 Grace Rd – Marla Circle (upstream of culvert) 115.0 108.0 
Marla Circle (downstream of culvert) – Corporate boundary 105.0 103.5 

South Meadow Brook Upstream Downstream 
FEMA Flood Elevation (Zone AE) (from FIS page 462P)   

Confluence Paul Brook – Dedham St. (upstream of culvert) 113.7 113.6 
Dedham St. (downstream of culvert) – Upland Ave 112.4 112.4 
Upland Ave – Winchester St. (upstream of culvert) 112.2 112.0 
Winchester St. (downstream of culvert) – Needham St. (trash rack) 112.0 111.6 
Needham St. (downstream of culvert) – 29 Tower Rd. culvert 108.6 108.5 

FEMA Floodway -- See Appendix C   
 

 

PONDS and their associated WETLANDS Elevation 
(NAVD88) 

FEMA Flood Elevation (Zone AE) (from FEMA map)  

Rumford Ave. Landfill pond and marsh 38.0 
Woods’ Pond (Zone AE), off Islington Rd. 38.6 

FEMA Flood Elevation (Zone A) (from LIDAR)  

Bullough's Pond, off Comm. Ave, Walnut St. 87.0 
Crystal Lake, Rogers St, Lake Ave, Norwood St. 143.0 
Hammond Pond, off Hammond Pond Pkwy & Route 9 165.5 
Newton Cemetery Pond (western), Walnut St. 106.0 
Newton Cemetery Ponds (middle), Walnut St. 103.0 
Newton Cemetery Pond (eastern), Walnut St. 102.0 
Newton City Hall Ponds, City Hall, off Walnut St. 90.0 
Newton Library Pond, off Homer St. 91.0 

 



Appendix C.  Newton’s FEMA Floodway Data Tables (cross-sections are from the FEMA FIRM maps) 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 



I. That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2017, as amended, be and are 
hereby further amended with respect to Chapter 17 Fees for Licensing and Permits; and 
Civil Fines Generally by INSERTING after Sec. 17-23(h) BERDO ADMINISTRATOR a new 
subsection (i) as follows: 
 

(i) FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR: The Floodplain Administrator, and/or his 
or her designee, shall be authorized to issue written notice of the 
following violations: 

 
Sec. 22-23. Newton FEMA Floodplain District. 
  
 (  ) Any offense…………………………………$300.00  

 


