Zoning & Planning Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Monday, March 10, 2025

7:00 pm
Room 204

The Zoning and Planning Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting

on Monday, March 10, 2025 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-person or

virtually via Zoom. To attend this meeting via Zoom use this link:

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86744232551 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use
\the following Meeting ID: 867 4423 2551.

/

Item Scheduled for Discussion:

#369-24 Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Ordinance
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and amendments to Newton's
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance, so it complies with the State's Zoning
Act (Ch. 40A).
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/24
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/24
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/13/25; Public Hearing Set for 02/26/25
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/10/25
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 02/26/25; Public Hearing Closed

#369-24(2) Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Ordinance
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting discussion and possible
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) in
addition to those needed to comply with recent changes to the State’s Zoning Act
(Ch. 40A).
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/13/25
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/25
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/10/25
Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 02/26/25

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ifairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.



mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86744232551
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Requesting discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning to allow
certain routine residential alterations by right
COUNCILORS KELLEY AND LIPOF requesting discussion and possible amendments
to Chapter 30 Zoning to allow certain routine residential alterations by right to
streamline City processes for Newton property owners.

Reappointment of Ann Houston to the Newton Affordable Housing Trust

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Ann Houston, 45 Wedgewood Road, West
Newton as a member of the Newton Affordable Housing Trust for a term of
office set to expire on May 2, 2027. (60 Days: 05/02/2025)

Reappointment of Peter Sargent to the Newton Affordable Housing Trust

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Peter Sargent, 33 Avondale Road, Newton
as a member of the Newton Affordable Housing Trust for a term of office set to
expire on May 2, 2027. (60 Days: 05/02/2025)

Reappointment of Jennifer Pucci to the Zoning Board of Appeals

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Jennifer Pucci, 22 Florence Court,
Newtonville as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term of office set
to expire on April 30, 2028. (60 Days: 05/02/2025)

Respectfully Submitted,
R. Lisle Baker, Chair



#369-24

CITY OF NEWTON
Planning and Development Board

March 7, 2025

To: The Honorable City Council President, Marc Laredo
City of Newton

1000 Commonwealth Avenue

Newton, MA 02459

CC: Honorable Newton City Councilors
Planning & Development Board

Ruthanne Fuller BCC: Carol Moore, City Clerk
Mayor Cassidy Flynn, Deputy City Clerk

Barney Heath SUBIJ: Planning & Development Board Recommendation on Docket
Director #369-24(2) Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory
Planning & Development | p\yelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE
requesting discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30,
Zoning regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) in
addition to those needed to comply with recent changes to the
State’s Zoning Act (Ch. 40A).

Nora Masler
Planning Associate

Dear Honorable Council President Laredo:
Members
Kevin McCormick, Chair The Planning and Development Board joined with the Zoning and
Amy Dain, Vice Chair || Planning Committee for the February 26, 2025, public hearing on
Edward Dailey, Member || the above petition. Following that public hearing, at the March 3,
Lee Brecken.ridge, Member | 5025, regular meeting of the Planning and Development Board,
] Petgr Doeringer, Member the board voted 5-0-1 (Director Heath abstaining) to recommend
Ch”StOpher:tt' Alt:mi;e Mempgr approval of Docket item #369-24(2) as written in the 02-26-25
arney Heath, ex officio Planning Memo #369-24 & #369-24(2) attachment D, given that
the Board supports increasing housing options as well as bringing
Newton’s ADU ordinance in alignment with the State Law.
Additionally, the Planning Board recommends that the voting
threshold to approve the proposed amendment is a simple
majority of the City Council in accordance with M.G.L. c. 40A.

1000 € th A Sincerely,
ommonwealth Ave. 5 .
Newton, MA 02459 /5_/,,,..,,_ . Cormeat
T617-796-1120

F 617-796-1142
www.newtonma.gov Page 1of1

Kevin McCormick, Chair

Preserving the Past p ¢ Planning for the Future


http://www.newtonma.gov/
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Telephone
(617) 796-1120
Telefax
(617) 796-1142
: TDD/TTY
City of Newton, Massachusetts 6177961089
Department of Planning and Development WWW.0EWIONMA.gov
Ruthanne Fuller 1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 Barney Heath
Mayor Di
irector
WORKING SESSION MEMORANDUM
DATE: March 7, 2024
TO: Councilor R. Lisle Baker, Chair, Zoning & Planning Committee
Members of the Zoning & Planning Committee
FROM: Barney Heath, Director, Department of Planning and Development
Jennifer Caira, Deputy Director, Department of Planning and Development
Zachery LeMel, Chief of Long-Range Planning
Nora Masler, Planning Associate
RE: #369-24 Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Ordinance
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and amendments to Newton's
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance, so it complies with the State's Zoning Act
(Ch. 40A).
Meeting: March 10, 2024
CC: City Council

Planning Board
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer

Attached to th

is memo are the redlined and clean versions of the ADU ordinance drafts. Attachments

A and B are the redlined and clean versions of the state-required amendments with comments
highlighting the optional amendments to retain some version of the existing language where
possible, as requested by the committee. Attachments C and D include the state-required edits along
with the proposals put forth by Councilor Albright with comments highlighting these proposals.

Attachment A
Attachment B
Attachment C
Attachment D

Draft redline ordinance incorporating state regulations
Draft clean ordinance incorporating state regulations
Draft redline ordinance with additional ADU proposals
Draft clean ordinance with additional ADU proposals



Increase Dormer Allowance

Proposal: Increase dormer
allowance above 50% of roofline
and/or reduce 3 ft offset from

#375-24

edge of building

Also benefits ADUs

Half story definition limits
dormers from creating a full
additional story

Increased dormers further
limited by FAR

Landings

Proposal: Allow slightly larger landing
with canopy within the setback

Building code minimum size
landing currently allowed in the
setback (3 ft x 4ft) and does not
allow covered landings

Allowing slightly larger landing
with cover provides benefit to
homeowner and is not big enough
to turn into a deck
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#375-24

Parking in Front Setback

Proposal: Allow additional parking stall in
the front setback

N34TZ13E I -

. Lot B
e\ 5135%sf
|

e Single family homes are limited to
one stall in the front setback / el e \

e Many older homes do not have L7 R oy sl
garages or space for two vehicles | ., o (2
to park " = e S g e

e Narrow lots or steep topography "
make it difficult to park along the
side or in the rear of the house

e Consider limiting to houses without
garages or smaller lots

15

Next Steps

Based on Councilor feedback, Planning staff will further pursue proposals and
work with ISD and Law to develop draft zoning text

16
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Telephone
(617) 796-1100

. TDD/TTY
City of Newton, Massachusetts (617) 796-1089

Oftfice of the Mayor Fimail

rfuller@newtonma.gov

O’fun A

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

February 24, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

To the Honorable City Councilors:
I am pleased to reappoint Ann Houston of 45 Wedgewood Road, West Newton as a
member of the Newton Affordable Housing Trust Ann Houston’s term of office shall
expire on May 2, 2027, and the appointment is subject to your confirmation.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Warmly,

%M& —'T:L:LLL/

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

WV, ne\vtonma.gov



Newton, MA Boards & Commissions
Application Form

#44-25
Submit Date: Feb 11, 2025

Profile

Ann Houston
First Name Middle Last Name

Initial

Email Address

45 Wedgewood Road

Home Address

West Newton
City

What Ward do you live in?

¥ Ward 3

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

retired
Employer Job Title

Suite or Apt

MA

State

02465

Postal Code

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Newton Affordable Housing Trust: Submitted

Ethnicity

¥ Caucasian/Non-Hispanic

Gender

V. Female

Interests & Experiences

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve.

Ann Houston
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Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission?

Over the course of nearly 40 years, my work has focused on building strong vibrant
communities, principally through affordable and mixed income housing development and
ownership. | have worked as a lender, developer and CEO of community development
corporations, and served on numerous boards, currently including MHIC Board of Directors,
MassHousing Multi-family Advisory Committee, the First Republic Bank Community Advisory
Board, and the Newton Housing Partnership. | am particularly interested in the role the
Affordable Housing Trust can play in supporting the expansion of affordable housing in
Newton. Increasing the supply of affordable housing will allow us to build and maintain a
healthy racial and economic diversity in the midst of soaring real estate prices. As a 30-year
resident of Newton, | would love to see us increase our supply of affordable housing. Thank
you for considering this application.

Ann_Houston_Resume_2019.docx

Upload a Resume

Ann Houston
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ANN HOUSTON
|

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Chief Executive Officer, Opportunity Communities, LLC

2018 - Present: Boston, Massachusetts

Created Opportunity Communities, LLC with partner CDCs, and serves as its founding
CEO. OppCo's model provides operational capacity - financial management, data and
evaluation, and human resources, plus core program expertise in real estate
development, asset management, and tenant services - to community-based joint
venture partners who remain separate not-for profit entities with their own Board,
strategic plan, and assets. OppCo formally launched in April 2018 with the two
founding CDC partners, and is currently in conversation with prospective new
partners.

Executive Director, the Neighborhood Developers

2003 - 2018; Chelsea, MA

Transformed a floundering non-profit serving Chelsea into a regional community
development leader working in Chelsea, Revere and Everett to rebuild distress
neighborhoods using three integrated investment strategies to build vibrant and
sustainable communities: real estate development to strengthen mixed-income
housing markets and to expand affordable housing inventory; financial opportunities to
increase resident prosperity, and community engagement to foster a resilient social
fabric and civic infrastructure. Over a fourteen year period, TND completed over $95
million of real estate development, increasing the portfolio 350% from 112 to 395
units, with total assets growing from $11.8 million to $100 million. Projects ranged
from creating a nationally award-winning new mixed-income and mixed-tenure
downtown neighborhood in Chelsea, the Box District, to neighborhood revitalization
initiative redeveloping foreclosed properties. TND’s community engagement model
fosters neighbor-to-neighbor relationships that lead to active civic engagement, with
over 2500 residents participating annually. TND founded CONNECT, a partnership of 5
non-profits who co-located financial education and workforce development services to
provide seamless evidence based, data driven support, serving more than 16,700
clients. TND staff grew from 9 to 30, with the annual budget increasing 220%.

Director of Community Assistance, Massachusetts Housing Partnership Fund

1998 -~ 2003; Boston, MA

Directed program to support private developers, nonprofit organizations and
municipalities to create and preserve affordable housing:



#44-25

¢ Provided predevelopment assistance to over 80 projects, combining staff support
and grants for third party consultants, to guide housing from project conception
through demonstrating feasibility and establishing a development plan.
e 125 grants to over 80 cities and towns reviewing Comprehensive Permit (Chapter
40B) requests, resulting in permitting of over 2,000 units of housing.
e Assisted 6 towns and housing authorities to redevelop town land, establishing goals
and selecting developers in compliance with state laws and regulations; wrote
manual to help other municipalities with process.
e Supervised Soft Second Loan Program administration, providing affordable first
time homebuyer financing to over 800 households annually with average income
below 60% of median, and foreclosure rate of .03 percent.
¢ In conjunction with State, created a comprehensive new construction program for
public housing authorities using private financing; 16 housing authorities with 180
proposed units in demonstration round.
¢ Hosted conferences and workshops to increase capacity of communities to develop
successful local housing strategies:
o Inclusionary zoning, with 250 attendees
o Community-initiated housing development, 250 attendees
o 10 regional workshops.

Managed department with staff of 7.

Director of Development, Codman Square Neighborhood Development
Corporation
1996 - 1998; Boston, MA

Directed real estate and economic development for a non-profit community-based

development organization, supervising staff and department budget for all

development, including:

Residential and Commercial Real Estate Development: $16 million under development

in 1997-1998, including:

e 50-unit scattered site rental housing, award-winning sustainable, energy efficient
Erie-Ellington Homes

¢ Two service-enriched senior housing developments, 21 unit McKinney-funded
project, and 14 unit HUD 202 project

¢ Three commercial developments

e 5 two- and three-family homes substantially rehabilitated for sale to homeowners

Programs: Participated in three loan pools, including

¢ Homeowner rehab and mortgage lending through the Boston Homeowner Service
Collaborative, utilizing Neighborhood Housing Services of America (NHSA) products

¢ Small business lending and support through the Neighborhood Business Support
Center

¢ Venture and loan capital investment through the CDC Tax Credit Fund

Loan Officer, Mass. Govemment Land Bank/ Mass. Development Finance Agency
1992 - 1996; Boston MA
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Real estate and business lending for a quasi-public lender created to provide
permanent financing for housing and economic development ventures, and loan
guarantees for emerging technology facilities. Originated, underwrote, structured, and
closed loans. Coordinated Land Bank loans with other public and private equity and
debt sources, and provided technical assistance to borrowers as required.

Director of Housing Programs, Valley Opportunity Council, Inc.
1981 - 1991; Chicopee & Holyoke, MA

Created a new department of an anti-poverty agency to address the housing needs of
low-income people, including developing and managing real estate and programs:

e A shelter for 10 homeless families

¢ Three housing developments: transitional housing, single-room-occupancy (SRO)

and family housing
¢ Created community development corporation, securing start-up funding and first

16 unit rental development; spun-off to independent corporation

e Supervised staff of 15 and managed department operating and development
budget.

EDUCATION

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Center of Real Estate, Cambridge, MA

Master of Science in Real Estate Development

University of Massachusetts-Boston, Boston, MA
College of Public and Community Service

Bachelor of Arts in Community Planning

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS & ACTIVITIES

¢ Massachusetts Housing Investment Corporation Board of Directors, 2009 - Present
o} New Markets Tax Credit Committee; chair
o} Healthy Neighborhood Equity Fund Committee

¢ Newton Housing Authority Commission, 2019 - 2020

¢ MassHousing Multifamily Advisory Committee, 2017 - Present

¢ Mass Association of Community Development Corporations, Board Member, 2017-
2018

¢ NeighborWorks America National Community Initiatives Advisory Group 2009- 2018

¢ NeighborWorks America National Real Estate Advisory Group 2009 - 2017

¢ Citizens Housing and Planning Association Board Member, 1990 - 2015
0 President, 2006-2008

Chair, CHAPA Transitional Cities Committee, 2004 - 2014

Chair, CHAPA Smart Growth Committee, 2001 - 2004

Chair, CHAPA Low Income Housing Tax Credit Committee, 1997 - 2001
Co-Chair, Ch., 40B Education Sub-Committee, 2001 - 2002

O O O O

3
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Newton Community Development Foundation, Board Member, 1995 - 2003
o Chair, Development Committee, 2002 - 2003

Cooperative Living of Newton, Board Member, 1994 - 1995
Western MA Community Loan Fund, President, 1988 - 1991
Valley Housing Development Corporation, President, 1984 - 1991
Mass. Shelter Providers Association, Vice President, 1988
Holyoke Housing Partnership, Member, 1987 - 1989

EOCD Homeless Planning Committee, Member, 1988



#45-25

Telephone
(617) 796-1100
o TDD/TTY
City of Newton, Massachusetts (617) 796-1089
Email

Office of the I\'IayOf rfuller@newtonma.gov

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

February 24, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

To the Honorable City Councilors:

I am pleased to reappoint Peter Sargent of 33 Avondale Road, Newton as a member of
the Newton Affordable Housing Trust Peter Sargent’s term of office shall expire on
May 2, 2027, and the appointment is subject to your confirmation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Warmly,

’R’nﬁm& ——"'T».L\n.f

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

Www.newtonma.gov
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Newton, MA Boards & Commissions Submit Date: Feb 03, 2025
Application Form

Profile

Peter B. Sargent

First Name Middle Last Name
Initial

Email Address

33 Avondale Rd.

Home Address Suite or Apt

Newton MA 02459

City State Postal Code

What Ward do you live in?

¥ Ward 7

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

Retired 10/31/20

Employer Job Title

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Newton Affordable Housing Trust: Submitted

Ethnicity

None Selected

Gender

MV Male

Interests & Experiences

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve.

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission?

The Newton AHT interests me as | spent the last 31 years of my working career in affordable
housing/community development both nationally and regionally. | am a prior member/Chair
of the Newton Community Preservation Committee. | believe my experience will be valuable
to assist the Housing Trust in carrying out its mission for Newton.

PBS_bio blurb 7-17.pdf

Upload a Resume

Peter B. Sargent



#45-25

Peter Sargent — Director of Capital Development
Massachusetts Housing Investment Corporation (MHIC)

Mr. Sargent joined MHIC in February 2008 as Director of Capital Development. He is
responsible for raising equity capital, and investor relations, for MHIC’s LIHTC
program, NMTC program, Healthy Neighborhoods Equity Fund (HNEF) program, and
loan consortium subsidiary, MHIC LLC. MHIC offers both multi-investor and
proprietary fund structures in tax credits. LIHTC operations are concentrated in MA, CT,
and RI while NMTC investments are throughout New England. MHIC has received
eleven NMTC allocations totaling $870 million. The firm has raised over $1.4 billion in
capital and currently manages over $1.1 billion in assets. Prior to joining MHIC, Mr.
Sargent spent eight years as Managing Director for Investor Services for a national
LIHTC syndicator. Previously, he was Director of Tax Credit and Real Estate Equity
Investment at BankBoston Development Company (BBDC), a subsidiary of BankBoston.
BBDC was the first bank-owned urban investment bank in the country chartered to foster
community economic development. Prior to joining BankBoston, he held several
positions in Capital Markets and the International Department at BayBank Boston. As a
banker, Mr. Sargent served on the Board of Directors of MHIC from 1990-1999. Mr.
Sargent earned a B.A. degree in Japanese Studies from Ohio Wesleyan University in
1974 and an MBA degree from the American Graduate School of International
Management in Glendale, Arizona in 1975.
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Telephone
(617) 796-1100
. TDD/TTY
City of Newton, Massachusetts (617) 796-1089
Iimail
Office of the 1\’[&}’01' rfuller@newtonma.gov

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

January 10, 2025

Honorable City Council
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

To the Honorable City Councilors:
I am pleased to reappoint Jennifer Pucci of 22 Florence Court, Newtonville as a full
member of the Zoning Board of Appeals. Jennifer Pucci’s term of office shall expire on
April 30, 2028 and the appointment is subject to your confirmation.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Warmly,

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459
WWW.newtonma.gov



Newton, MA Boards & Commissions
Application Form

Submit Dat%:4 e-bzéz, 2025

Profile

Jennifer (Jenn) ~ C Pucci

First Name Middle Last Name
Initial

Email Address

22 Florence Court

Home Address

Newtonville
City

What Ward do you live in?

¥ Ward 2

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

Boston University Office of _
the General Counsel Associate General Counsel
Employer Job Title

Suite or Apt

MA

State

02460

Postal Code

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Zoning Board of Appeals: Submitted

Ethnicity

None Selected

Gender

None Selected

Interests & Experiences

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve.

lannifav llann) M Diirci

Dana 1 Af "D
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Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission?

My name is Jenn Pucci, and | have been a resident of Newtonville since 2010. My husband
and | have three children (ages 8, 10, and 13), who attend Horace Mann and Day MS. | am
an attorney by profession. In the past, | had the privilege of working for the City directly, as a
litigator in the City’s Law Department between 2018-2021. | am grateful to have had the
opportunity to do this work, and through it to better understand the City’s operations and to
work closely within my own community. Prior to this work, | served as a public defender for
nine years at the Federal Defender Office in Boston and worked as a litigation associate at
Ropes & Gray. Since 2021, | have worked as an Associate General Counsel in the Office of
the General Counsel at Boston University. My practice at BU is focused on litigation, labor
relations, and student and employment matters. | have made it a priority to be involved in
my community, particularly in direct service work. | currently serve as the Board Chair of
Newton Neighbors, a local mutual aid group that provides assistance to persons in need in
Newton and surrounding communities, with a particular focus on addressing food insecurity.
I am interested in continuing to serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals because | believe
strongly in public service, and | would like to stay involved with and contribute to the City
going forward. | have enjoyed my years of service as an Associate Member, and recently full
Member, of the ZBA, and | believe | can continue to be a valuable member of the ZBA going
forward given my professional training and background, as well as my prior experience
working with the City. Thank you for considering my application.

Pucci Resume Jan 2025.pdf

Upload a Resume

Ilannifar Nlann) M Diirci Danna D Af "D
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Jennifer C. Pucci
22 Florence Court, Newtonville, MA 02460 | NG

WORK EXPERIENCE
Associate General Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, Boston University,
Boston, MA
2021 - PRESENT
e Lead attorney advising on employment and student affairs matters for BU’s

College of Communication, School of Theology, College of General Studies,
Metropolitan College, Information Services & Technology Department, Libraries,
Operations Division (including real estate, facilities management, auxiliary
services, and Agganis Arena), and Police Department. Work includes counseling
on employee disciplinary proceedings, internal investigations, policy
development, and wage and hour issues.

e Primary BU attorney advising on University-wide labor relations issues. Work
included serving as labor and employment counsel and member of the
bargaining team negotiating with 3300-member graduate student union, from
initial organization in October 2022 through implementation of first contract in
fall 2024 (including seven-month strike).

e Litigator and attorney of record for a broad civil litigation portfolio in federal
and state court, as well as administrative matters at MCAD. Manage outside
counsel on additional litigation matters, including employment and labor
relations cases.

e Primary OGC attorney advising HR and BU’s Equal Opportunity Office on
employee accommodations (disability, pregnancy, and religion) and related
policies.

Assistant City Solicitor, City of Newton Law Department, Newton, MA
2018 - 2021

e Lead in-house litigation attorney for the City of Newton, handling all aspects of
federal and state litigation from filing through resolution. Cases included civil
rights, First Amendment, employment, disability discrimination, wage and hour,
and tort claims.

e Successfully tried whistleblower case to jury verdict in Middlesex Superior Court
in March 2021 (Kovacs v. Newton Public Schools, Docket No. 1581cv05863).

e Litigated a contentious civil rights and mandamus action on behalf of the
Newton School Committee in response to claims of antisemitism within the
Newton history curriculum (Dechter et. al v. City of Newton School Committee et
al,, Federal District Court for the District of Massachusetts, Docket No.
19-cv-10736-D]C).
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e Advise the City’'s Human Resources Department on a variety of employment
matters, including employee disciplinary proceedings, COVID-related policy
changes, wage and hour issues, and ADA accommodations.

Assistant Federal Public Defender (‘14-°18); Temporary Assistant Federal Public
Defender (‘13-'14); Research and Writing Attorney (‘09-’13), Federal Public
Defender Office, Boston, MA
2009 - 2018
e Lead attorney managing caseload of 20-40 cases (including firearms, financial
crimes, narcotics, public benefits fraud, and immigration matters) from
indictment through trial and sentencing in Federal District Court.
e (Oversee complex investigations involving witness interviews, obtaining records,
site visits, and direction of paralegals, research attorneys, and investigators
assigned to each case.

Associate, Litigation Department, Ropes & Gray, Boston, MA
2008 - 2009

Law Clerk, The Honorable Brian L. Burgess, Vermont Supreme Court, Montpelier, VT
2007 - 2008

EDUCATION

University of Virginia School of Law, Charlottesville, VA
J.D. 2007

Cornell University, College of Arts & Sciences, Ithaca, NY
B.A. 2003

BAR ADMISSIONS

Massachusetts and Vermont, 2008

Admitted to the U.S. District Court for the District of Massachusetts (2008); First
Circuit Court of Appeals (2015).

COMMUNITY AND BAR SERVICE

e Board Chair, Newton Neighbors, Inc., Newton, MA. 2021 - PRESENT

e Member of City of Newton Zoning Board of Appeals, Newton, MA. 2022 -
PRESENT

e Selected to serve on U.S. Magistrate Judge Reappointment Committee for the
Honorable David H. Hennessy, Federal District Court for the District of
Massachusetts, 2021; U.S. Magistrate Judge Selection Committee, Federal
District Court for the District of Massachusetts, 2024

e Served as Panelist, “Your Graduate and Undergraduate Student Workers are
Unionizing, Are you Prepared?,’ BBA Higher Education Conference, March 2023.
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