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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 23, 2025 7:00 p.m. 

In-person Meeting, City Hall, Room 205 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair (acting as Secretary 

for this meeting), Alan Gordon, Alexander Lee, Vince McKay, Marian Rambelle, Miles Smith 

 

Members Absent: Carl Valente  

 

Other Participants: Alison Leary, Ward 1 City Councilor, Dan Manning, Amy Volk 

  

Approval of November 2024 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Ms. Kahng, seconded by Mr. Smith, the Meeting Minutes of November 25, 

2024 were approved 4-0-3 on a roll call vote.   

 

Election of Officers: 

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the Commission approved the proposed slate 

of officers: 

Chair:  Alan Gordon 

Vice Chair:  Meryl Kessler 

Secretary:  Carl Valente 

 

Review of Draft 2024 Annual Report: 

• Members discussed the first draft of the 2024 SMMC Annual Report and made revisions.  

Ms. Kessler will present a second draft at the next meeting. 

 

Enforcement Issues: 

• The Commission discussed the genesis of the private hauler ordinance and problems with 

enforcement. 

• Commission members discussed inviting the Commissioner of Health and Human 

Services to one of our meetings to discuss the private hauler ordinance and enforcement 

of the plastics reduction ordinance. 

 

2025 Goals: 

• Supporting Newton Public Schools in their efforts to adopt stronger sustainability 
policy on reducing, reusing, recycling, and composting. 

• Monitoring the implementation of the new waste hauling contract beginning July 1, 2025. 

• Reviewing and updating SMMC’s 2021 report, “Setting the Path to Zero Waste: 

Recommendations on the Future of Residential Curbside Waste Management in Newton.”  

• Supporting the City in ongoing implementation of the private hauler ordinance. 

• Supporting the City in ongoing implementation of the plastics reduction ordinance. 

• Encouraging the City to improve recycling in municipal buildings. 

• Encouraging the City to update its Buy Recycle policy 

• Monitoring and advising on the work of the consultant on the City’s Comprehensive Zero 

Waste Plan. 



 

2 

• Encouraging the inclusion of robust discussion of the link between sustainable materials 

management and climate action in the updates to the City’s Climate Action Plan (CAP 

2.0). 

 

 

Public Comments/Open Announcements: There were no public comments/open 

announcements. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the SMMC will be  

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

2025 SMMC Annual Report, draft 1 


