City Council Reports Docket

February 19: Public Facilities, and Public Safety Page 43
& Transportation 7:45PM, Hybrid
February 24: Finance To be reported on
February 25: Land Use Monday, March 3, 2025

February 26: Zoning & Planning
February 27: Real Property Reuse

City of Newton

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

" The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86999096255&data=05%7C02%7Csmatthews%40newtonma.gov%7C2cf055bbce474d9500a708dd57442f22%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638762672534103358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TVzg%2FDDNSiIjgGli0D5jHhGjwmvTQNTcCSzjESM5K1c%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Referred to Land Use Committee
02/25/2025

Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Block, Downs, Farrell, Laredo, Leary, Lobovits, and Lucas;
also present: Councilors Albright, Danberg, Greenberg, Malakie, Oliver and Wright

#29-25

#30-25

#36-25

#37-25

Request to allow a system of retaining walls exceeding four feet in height
and to extend the non-conforming front setback at 10 Nonantum Street
RYAN SCHLIMGEN AND JENNIFER REEDY petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE
PLAN APPROVAL to allow a system of walls exceeding four feet maximum
height, and a landing which extends the nonconforming front setback at 10
Nonantum Street, Ward 1, Newton, on land known as Section 72 Block 32 Lot
02, containing approximately 9,739 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI
RESIDENCE 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.4.2.B, 3.2.3, 7.8.2.C.2 of Chapter 30 of the City
of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 8-0

Request to allow an oversized internal accessory apartment at 2077
Washington Street

MIRIAM RABINOVITCH petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to
construct an addition to the dwelling which will attach the detached garage
to the dwelling, creating an attached garage, and allowing for an oversized
internal accessory apartment at 2077 Washington Street, Ward 4, Newton
Lower Falls, on land known as Section 42 Block 09 Lot 14, containing
approximately 9,980 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 2.
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 6.7.1.D.2 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord,
2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 8-0

Reappointment of Karine Alexander to the Boston College Neighborhood
Council

PRESIDENT LAREDO reappointing Karine Alexander, 107 Monadnock Road,
Newton, as a member of the Boston College Neighborhood Council for a term
to expire December 31, 2025.

Land Use Approved 8-0

Reappointment of Kenneth Lyons to the Boston College Neighborhood
Council

PRESIDENT LAREDO reappointing Kenneth Lyons, 170 Suffolk Road, Newton,
as a member of the Boston College Neighborhood Council for a term to expire
December 31, 2025.

Land Use Approved 8-0




#480-24

#481-24
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Request to Rezone 1 parcel to Mixed Use 4

JOHN L. MULA petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to rezone 1
parcel as follows: 386-394 Watertown Street from BUSINESS1 to MIXED USE
4,

Land Use Held 8-0 on 12/17/2024; Public Hearing Opened

Land Use Amended Docket Language Changing “386-394 Watertown Street”
to “386-390 Watertown Street”

Land Use Motion to Approve Failed 3-4-1 (Councilors Lucas, Block, Lobovits,
Farrell Opposed) (Councilor Laredo Abstained); Public Hearing Closed 6-2
(Councilors Block, Farrell Opposed)

Request to construct a four story mixed use building with 13 residential
units with 14 at grade parking stalls at 386-394 Watertown Street

JOHN L. MULA petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to
construct a four story mixed use building with 13 residential units and 14 at
grade parking stalls with relief relative to parking and the overall site and
building plans at 386 -394 Watertown Street, Ward 1, Newton, on land known
as Section 14 Block 14 Lots 35, 37 and 38, containing approximately 9,542 sq.
ft. of land in a district zoned BUSINESS1 (386-394 Watertown Street, to be
rezoned to MIXED USE 4). Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,4.2.2.B.1,4.2.2.A.2,4.2.5.A.3,
42.2B.3,425A.2,423,425A4.3,425A4,425A4.Db,4.2.5.A4.c,5.1.4,
5.1.4.A,5.1.13,5.1.8.B.6,5.1.8.D.1, 5.1.9.A, 5.1.10 of the City of Newton Rev
Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 8-0 on 12/17/2024; Public Hearing Opened

Land Use Amended Docket Language Changing “386-394 Watertown Street”
to “386-390 Watertown Street”

Land Use Motion to Approve Failed 4-4 (Councilors Lucas, Block, Lobovits,
Farrell Opposed); Public Hearing Closed 8-0

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
02/26/2025

Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Getz, Danberg, and Kalis; absent
Councilor Krintzman; also present: Councilors Malakie, Block, Farrell, Kelley, and Greenberg

#28-25

Request for addition of maximum residential facade build out ratio to
Chapter 30, Zoning

ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting addition of a maximum
residential facade build out ratio to Chapter 30, Zoning to aid in new
development being contextual to the surrounding neighborhood.

Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting); Public Hearing Set
for 03/24/25




#369-24

#369-24(2)

#41-24

#85-24
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Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Ordinance

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and amendments to Newton's
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance, so it complies with the State's
Zoning Act (Ch. 40A).

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024

Zoning & Planning Held; Public Hearing Set for 02/26/2025 8-0 on
01/13/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/10/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0; Public Hearing Closed

Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Ordinance

ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting discussion and possible
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)
in addition to those needed to comply with recent changes to the Statels
Zoning Act (Ch. 40A).

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/13/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/10/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0

Amend the setbacks in the MR zones to encourage preservation of existing
buildings

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY seeking a
discussion with the Planning Department to consider ordinance amendments
that would revise the metrics in the multi-residence (MR1, MR2 and MR3)
zones, to regulate the size of new buildings better, enable a wider range of
housing options close to public transit, and better incentivize preservation
and renovation of existing housing stock.

Zoning & Planning Held on 02/15/2024, 03/11/2024, 04/08/2024,
05/13/2024, 07/22/2024, 09/09/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting)

Request for discussion and possible amendments to enhance the
preservation of existing homes.

COUNCILORS BAKER, OLIVER, MALAKIE, KALIS, GETZ, LUCAS, LOBOVITS,
WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL requesting a discussion and possible
amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning or other City Ordinances to enhance the
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preservation of existing homes over their replacement by larger and more
expensive structures.

Zoning & Planning Held on 02/15/2024, 03/11/2024, 04/08/2024,
05/13/2024, 07/22/2024, 09/09/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting)

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

02/19/2025

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Block, Bixby, Greenberg and Wright;
absent: Councilor Lipof; also present: Councilors Malakie, Oliver, Farrell and Kelley

#19-25

#31-25

Discussion regarding proposed plaza in Newton Centre

COUNCILORS FARRELL, MALAKIE, LUCAS, AND MICLEY requesting a discussion
regarding of the proposed temporary carving out of 51 parking spaces in the
Langley Parking Lot to install a trial public plaza. Discussion to include
planning for possible long-term community space; coordination of the plan
with local businesses on customer sales; and the appropriateness of using
ARPA funding for a short-term, experimental purpose.

Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0

Requesting a discussion and possible amendment to the Traffic Council
regulations to allow for an appeal on Field Trials.

COUNCILORS LUCAS, MALAKIE, OLIVER, WRIGHT, MICLEY, BLOCK, LOBOVITS,
FARRELL, AND GETZ requesting a discussion and possible amendment to the
Traffic Council regulations to allow for an appeal on Field Trials.

Public Safety & Transportation Approved 5-2 (Councilors Downs, Greenberg

Opposed)

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
02/19/2025

Present: Councilors Albright (Chair), Getz, Kelley, Kalis, Gentile, Leary, Laredo, and Danberg

#23-25

Referred to Finance and Public Facilities Committees
CPC Recommendation to appropriate funds for the Jackson Homestead and
Museum
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending authorization to
appropriate and expend one million four hundred seventy-one thousand
dollars (51,471,000) and authorize a general obligation borrowing of an equal
amount for the rehabilitation of the basement of the Jackson Homestead and
Museum, as authorized by General Laws Chapter 44B, Sect. 11, or any other




#324-24

#347-24

#42-25
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general or special law, for a period of 10 years and authorization to apply any
premium received upon the sale of the bonds or notes, less the cost of
preparing, issuing, and marketing them, and any accrued interest received
upon the delivery of the bonds or notes to the costs of the project and to
reduce the amount authorized to be borrowed for the project by like amount.
Additionally, CPC is requesting appropriation of two hundred four thousand
dollars ($204,000) in Community Preservation Act funding from the
Unrestricted Prior Year Funds (5800-3599) to the control of the Planning &
Development Department for the immediate soft cost expenses of
rehabilitating the basement of the Jackson Homestead and Museum.

Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 02/05/2025

Public Facilities Approved 8-0 on 02/19/2025

Finance Approved 7-0 on 02/24/2025

Discussion with Public Works on stormwater mitigation to improve flooding
COUNCILORS LUCAS, LAREDO, MALAKIE, GREENBERG, HUMPHREY, FARRELL,
GETZ, LEARY, KALIS, LIPOF, DANBERG, and LOBOVITS requesting a discussion
with the Department of Public Works regarding public and private
stormwater mitigation to improve flooding that can result from the City's
capital improvement projects to reduce inflow and infiltration within the
sewer system.

Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 02/05/2025

Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0

Requesting a discussion and possible ordinance amendment regarding how
water movement between properties is assessed, monitored, and tracked
COUNCILORS KALIS, LIPOF, MALAKIE, ALBRIGHT, GETZ, LAREDO, LUCAS,
GREENBERG, DANBERG, LOBOVITS AND FARRELL requesting a discussion with
ISD and Engineering and possible ordinance amendment to better understand
the details around how water movement from one property to another is
assessed, monitored, and tracked over time. The discussion should include
what types of drainage systems engineering requires of developers to ensure
water remains on site as well as what steps are taken if an approved plan is
unsuccessful with the objective of strengthening the City 's ordinance.

Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 02/05/2025

Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0

Request for discussion on 5-year curbside collection contract

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a discussion with the Public Facilities
Committee regarding the proposed five-year contract for curbside collection
and recycling processing commencing on July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2030.
Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0
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Referred to Finance Committee
02/24/2025

Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Grossman, Bixby, Humphrey, Greenberg, Lipof, and
Malakie; absent: Councilor Micley; also present: Councilor Leary

#23-25

#38-25

#39-25

Referred to Finance and Public Facilities Committees

CPC Recommendation to appropriate funds for the Jackson Homestead and
Museum

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending authorization to
appropriate and expend one million four hundred seventy-one thousand
dollars (51,471,000) and authorize a general obligation borrowing of an equal
amount for the rehabilitation of the basement of the Jackson Homestead and
Museum, as authorized by General Laws Chapter 44B, Sect. 11, or any other
general or special law, for a period of 10 years and authorization to apply any
premium received upon the sale of the bonds or notes, less the cost of
preparing, issuing, and marketing them, and any accrued interest received
upon the delivery of the bonds or notes to the costs of the project and to
reduce the amount authorized to be borrowed for the project by like amount.
Additionally, CPC is requesting appropriation of two hundred four thousand
dollars ($204,000) in Community Preservation Act funding from the
Unrestricted Prior Year Funds (5800-3599) to the control of the Planning &
Development Department for the immediate soft cost expenses of
rehabilitating the basement of the Jackson Homestead and Museum.

Finance Approved 7-0

Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 02/05/2025

Public Facilities Approved 8-0 on 02/19/2025

Requesting to accept and expend a $109,930 grant from Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the
sum of one hundred nine thousand nine hundred thirty dollars ($109,930)
from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection for waste
reduction.

Finance Approved 7-0

Acceptance of $50,000 earmark from the Massachusetts State Budget

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the
sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) earmarked in the FY25 Massachusetts
State Budget for sidewalk improvements around Underwood Elementary
School.

Finance Approved 7-0




#40-25

#41-25

#43-25
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Requesting to accept and expend a $35,000 grant from the Executive Office
of Public Safety and the Department of Fire Services

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the
sum of thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) from the Executive Office of
Public Safety and the Department of Fire Services for mobile radios and
repeaters for Fire Department vehicles, sets of gear, and eye shield
protection.

Finance Approved 7-0

Authorization to enter into a 5-year contract

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting approval to enter into a five-year
contract for curbside collection and recycling processing commencing on July
1, 2025 to June 30, 2030.

Finance Approved 7-0

Authorization to appropriate and expend $200,000 from Transportation
Network Company (TNC) Ride Share funds

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
two hundred thousand dollars (5200,000) from the City's allocation of
Transportation Network Company (TNC) Ride Share funds from the
Commonwealth Transportation Infrastructure Fund to supplement the
funding for the Nahanton Street Pedestrian Improvements project.

Finance Approved 7-0

Referred to Real Property Reuse Committee
02/27/2025

Present: Councilors Danberg (Chair), Lucas, Lipof, Malakie, Gentile, Oliver, and Getz; absent:
Councilor Laredo; also present: Councilors Albright and Kelley

#205-24

Reuse of parcel of land on Chestnut Street

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on April 8, 2024 a
letter stating that the 8 parking spaces on City-owned property at 25
Chestnut Street, should be made available for sale or lease, pursuant to the
City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7.

Real Property Reuse Held 8-0 on 06/12/2024

Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 on 01/16/2025

Real Property Reuse Approved to sell the City owned portion of the 8

parking spaces at 25 Chestnut Street, including a right of access over the

parking lot, for a minimum sale price of $276,000 4-3 (Councilors Oliver,

Getz and Lucas opposed)




