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PRESENT:

GUESTS:

RECORD:

RECORD;

RECORD:

RECORD:

RECORD:
RECORD:

VOTE:

VOTE:

NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Friday, December 13, 2024 — 9:00 a.m.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room 211

Chairman Thomas Lopez, Anthony Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Stephen Curley, Lisa Maloney, Esq.,
Barbara O'Brien, Scentia Saintcyr*, Deirdre Walsh, Assistant City Solicitor/Retirement Board
Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

*Due to a scheduling conflict, Deputy Director Saintcyr arrived at 9:16 a.m.

Michael Abbruzzese, James McCarthy, Attorney Joseph Donnellan, counsel for Michael
Abbruzzese, James McCarthy and Thomas McCarthy

Attorney Donnellan announced for the record that due to illness, Thomas McCarthy was not
present but immediately available should the need arise.

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez announced that the purpose of this meeting was to hold
show cause hearings, as requested by retired police officers Michael Abbruzzese, James
McCarthy and Thomas McCarthy, regarding 2023 post-retirement earnings under G.L. ¢. 32, §
91. After swearing in Mr. Abbruzzese and Mr. McCarthy as witnesses, Chairman Lopez
announced that counsel for both parties agreed to consolidate the three hearings.

Record in minutes Counsel Zawada entered the following eight exhibits into the record:
1. Anonymous letter to Newton Retirement Board Received March 28, 2024

2. January 1, 2023 — December 31, 2023 Payroll Check/Direct Deposit Register for
Michael Abbruzzese

3. January 1, 2023 — December 31, 2023 Payroll Check/Direct Deposit Reglister for
James McCarthy

4. January 1, 2023 — December 31, 2023 Payroll Check/Direct Deposit Register for

Thomas McCarthy

August 22, 2024 Letter from Newton City Solicitor Alissa O. Giuliani

September 17, 2024 Letter to Michael Abbruzzese

September 17, 2024 Letter fo James McCarthy

September 17, 2024 Letter to Thomas McCarthy
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Record in minutes Attorney Donnellan presented arguments to the Board that the excess
earnings should be waived for the three retired police officers pursuant to G.L. ¢, 32, § 20{5)(c).

Record in minutes Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Abbruzzese testified as to their plans for future post-

retirement employment.

Record in minutes the Board took a recess at 8:48 a.m. and returned at 9:48 a.m.

Record in minutes the Board discussed whether the retirees’ repayment obligations extended to
Option C survivors and requested Counsel investigate same.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4 Yes - 1 Present (Board member Byrne voting
present) fo recoup the 2023 excess earnings from Michael Abbruzzese, James McCarthy and
Thomas McCarthy in the amounts stated in their September 17, 2024 letters.,

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-1 (Board member Logalbo voting No), to offer
to Mr. Abbruzzese, Mr. J. McCarthy, and Mr. T. McCarthy, respectively, individual repayment
installment plans, each beginning January 31, 2025, for a term of up to eight (8) years, the total
amount of the 2023 excess earnings due io be recalculated upon settlement of the collective
bargaining agreement between the City of Newton and the Newton Police Association, and the
repayment plan to be reassessed by the Board in the event the death of any member precedes
satisfaction of his repayment plan.
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Upon motion duly made and seconded if was voted, by a vote of 5-0, to adjourn at 10:07 a.m.

Signed:
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