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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, November 25, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Carl Valente, Secretary, Alex Lee, Vince 

McKay and Miles Smith. 

 

Members Absent: Marian Rambelle, Steven Ferrey, Alan Gordon, Meryl Kessler and Jim 

McGonagle, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.   
 

Other Participants: Phil Arpino, DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division (SMMD), 

Amy Volk and Shara Ertel. 

  

Approval of October 24, 2024 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Mr. Lee, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the Meeting Minutes of October 24 were 

approved, 3-0-2 on a roll-call vote.   Mr. Valente, Ms. Kahng and Mr. McKay voting yes.  Mr. Lee 

and Mr. Smith abstaining.  

 

Report on Proposed Waste Reduction Project in Schools: 

Ms. Kahng suggested that members of the SMMC participate in drafting a report on the status of 

waste reduction efforts in the public schools.  Topics in the report could include items such as: 

• Background:  e.g. current status of Statewide and City-wide recycling efforts; recycling 

efforts that may be within the SMMC purview; health impact of recycling programs; how 

recycling efforts can be a teaching opportunity for students. 

• Current State of School Recycling: e.g. composting, re-use, reduce. 

• Trends/Reasons to Reduce Waste in Schools 

• Recycling Examples from other School Districts 

• SMMC Recommendations 

There was a general consensus that Ms. Kahng should speak with the appropriate School 

Department staff (e.g., Amy Mistrot and Stephanie Gilman) to gauge the interest of the School 

Department in participating in such a study.   
 

Officer Elections: 

Ms. Kahng reminded SMMC members that the January 23, 2025 meeting will include the election 

of Commission Officers for the coming year. Ms. Kahng commented that she will not be running 

again for the Chair’s position.  Mr. Smith and Mr. McKay will serve as the nominating committee 

and members should contact them with their interest in the positions of Chair, Vice Chair and 

Secretary. 

 

Announcements: 

The next meeting has been changed to December 19 due to the holidays. 
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The Chair proposes that the January 23, 2025 meeting be in-person at a site to be determined. 

 

Ms. Ertel discussed whether the SMMC would be supportive of a micro-grant application she 

would like to submit to support her business’ hard-to-recycling materials program.   

 

Mr. Smith announced that the next fix-it clinic will be on December 7 at the Library. 

 

A tour of the Avon MERF is planned for December 10. 

 
 

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the SMMC is scheduled for December 19, to be held via 

Zoom. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. October 24, 2024 Meeting Minutes. 


