
 

  
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, 
please contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in 
advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct 
line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 Public Safety & Transportation Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 

7:00 PM 
 
The Public Safety & Transportation Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual  
meeting on Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 7:00 pm. To view this meeting  
using Zoom use this link https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84783311029 
or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following Meeting ID: 847 8331 1029 
 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#365-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on residential parking 

programs and fee structures 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LEARY, FARRELL, OLIVER, DANBERG, 
LIPOF AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on residential parking programs and fee structures and whether 
these need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 

 
#364-24 Discussion and possible ordinance change on the categories and levels 

of parking fines 
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, FARRELL, LUCAS, LOBOVITS, OLIVER,  
DANBERG AND LIPOF requesting a discussion and possible ordinance 
change on the categories and levels of parking fines and whether these 
need adjustment. 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 10/09/24 

 
 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Becky Grossman, Chair  



How Much is the Meter? 
 

Community Lowest meter price/only Highest meter price 
Wellesley 0.50/hour  
Needham 0.50/hour  
Newton 0.50/hour—12-hour meters 0.75/hour all other meters 
Waltham $1/hour  
Watertown $1/hour  
Brookline $2/hour  
Boston 0.50/hour $3.75/hour (back bay…) 
Cambridge 0.50/hour $3/hour 

 

#364-24  & #365-24 
10-30-24 Downs



#364-24 & #365-24



1

Danielle Delaney

From: Daniel P. Devine
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2025 3:57 PM
To: Andreae Downs
Cc: Rebecca Walker Grossman; Danielle Delaney; Andreae E. Downs
Subject: Re: Parking violations--detailed questions

Councilors, 
I apologize for the delay (research was needed), and I appreciate Danielle Delaney reminding me that 
answers were needed for an upcoming PS@T meeting.   
 
I researched the City Ordinances and spoke with the PCO's in an attempt to understand some of the 
codes and options. 
 
             A.     

1.  
In city ordinances, it is a violation to park in a Loading Zone. This is not, however, on the sample 
parking ticket you sent me (attached). How is that coded and enforced? What is the fine?  

ANSWER: 

Restricted Area violation $20.  Number 28 on the parking ticket.  This is what I would write if 
working the weekend.  The PCO agreed and would do the same 

 

B. 

 

1. In the Violation summary report, there are some codes I can't decipher: 

a. 11—Safety Zone parking ($15 fine)--we have Safety Zones defined in the ordinances only as 
20 mph (TPR) or as pedestrian-only zones (ordinances). Where are the latter located? 

ANSWER: 

Safety Zones are never cited by PCO's or has a police officer used them.  These ticket 
books were created many decades ago.  Perhaps used years ago they are not used 
now. 

Pedestrian only zones? I am not sure where they are located or exist.  Again never 
used or cited.  

  

a. 21113(A) No Parking Zone ($3 fine?) 

ANSWER: 

      There no 3 dollar fines.  Again, created decades ago, before my time with the city and no 
longer further used. 
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a. 26 and 27 have two lines, one labeled "disabled" and one labeled "normal" why? 

Can I get more info on "disabled"  and "Normal".  Both 26 and 27 are used.  26 is actual 
using of a disabled spot without documentation and 27 is blocking a curb cut (street) 

  

a. 28 Restricted area 

ANSWER: 

Is a general use all type of choice for example restricted area  

  

a. 31 & 32--Angle Parking--what's the difference? 

ANSWER: 

 Again these options of Angle parking are never used by PCO's and officers.   

  

a. 22 within service zone 

ANSWER: 

  

 I do not see the 22 on the ticket?  I asked a PCO if ever used the term service zone and they would 
use a restricted area if any. 

a. 39, 40, 41 Conversion violation 

ANSWER: 

I do not see 39. 40, 41 on a ticket.  Also not cited on today's tickets.  

  

a. Did we really have NO taxi cab stand violations? I know of only one at Holden's on Union 
Street. Are there others? 

ANSWER: 

 With creation of ride shares taxi cab stands much like taxi cabs are no longer in Newton.  There was 
another stand over by Boston College on Comm. Ave. at the island. 

  

In our last meeting, I think we heard more generally that it would be good to get the department's 
read on which parking fines need to be increased/decreased because they are either regularly 
appealed (too high) or regularly flouted (too low?) 

  

ANSWER: 
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Overall, I believe that fines should adjust with the current economic rates.  Many of these 
fines were established many years ago. 

 
 
 
I apologize if I was not able to come up with many answers.  I researched the city ordinances without 
much clarity.  I believe that these ticket fine options probably need an updating since a majority of them 
are never used and don't reflect today's roads. 
 
 
Captain Daniel Devine 
Newton Police Department  
1321 Washington Street 
West Newton, MA 02465 
   
 

From: Andreae Downs <adowns@newtonma.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, October 13, 2024 10:36 AM 
To: Daniel P. Devine <ddevine@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Rebecca Walker Grossman <rwgrossman@newtonma.gov>; Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Andreae 
E. Downs <andreaedowns@gmail.com> 
Subject: Parking violations--detailed questions  
  
Hi Captain: 
 
For our next meeting on parking fines, it would be great to get the following clarified: 
 

A. In city ordinances, it is a violation to park in a Loading Zone. This is not, however, on the sample 
parking ticket you sent me (attached). How is that coded and enforced? What is the fine? 

B. In the Violation summary report, there are some codes I can't decipher: 
a. 11—Safety Zone parking ($15 fine)--we have Safety Zones defined in the ordinances only as 

20 mph (TPR) or as pedestrian-only zones (ordinances). Where are the latter located? 
b. 21113(A) No Parking Zone ($3 fine?) 
c. 26 and 27 have two lines, one labeled "disabled" and one labeled "normal" why? 
d. 28 Restricted area 
e. 31 & 32--Angle Parking--what's the difference? 
f. 22 within service zone 
g. 39, 40, 41 Conversion violation 
h. Did we really have NO taxi cab stand violations? I know of only one at Holden's on Union 

Street. Are there others? 

In our last meeting, I think we heard more generally that it would be good to get the department's read on 
which parking fines need to be increased/decreased because they are either regularly appealed (too 
high) or regularly flouted (too low?) 
 
thanks so much! 
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Andreae Downs, Vice-Chair 
Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
Newton City Council 
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