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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Newton Historical Commission

*Staff Memo*
Meeting Date: February 27, 2025
Location: Zoom
Time: 7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89291763002 or dial
+16465588656,,89291763002#

1. 312 Lake Avenue CTR

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1890 house in a neighborhood with a
good sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1890 Shingle Style house, built speculatively by
local resident Margaret A. Bragdon. The two-story house features a
hipped roof with gabled dormers on all four sides, and a brick chimney on
the right side of the building. The house also features a full-width front
porch, and a unique arched window in the dormer on the front elevation.
This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many other
houses on Lake Avenue. The neighborhood retains a good sense of
historic context, with many well-preserved original Victorian-era homes
remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, inventoried, ca. 1890
Shingle Style house, in a neighborhood with many other well-preserved
Victorian-era homes. Staff recommends finding this property preferably
preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for
a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain
Victorian-style details and the scale of the surrounding neighborhood.

2. 268 Prince Street

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1907 Dutch Colonial style house, in an inventoried
neighborhood that retains a good sense of historic context. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.
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Description: This is a ca. 1907 Dutch Colonial style house that appears to have been
originally owned by Agnes M. Ruhe. The two story house features a gambrel roof, with two
gambrel dormers and one eyebrow dormer on the front elevation. The house has two brick
chimneys and a porch that wraps from the front to the right side of the house. There is a
two-story ell that extends to the rear of the house on the right side of the rear elevation.
This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, and is also included in two inventoried
historic areas, the Howland Development area and the Wauwinet Road — Prince Estate area.
The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many original Dutch
Colonial, Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival style homes built at the beginning of the 20t
Century.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, inventoried house, in an inventoried
neighborhood with many other well-preserved original houses. Staff recommends finding
the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain architectural details and scale that fit in with
the surrounding neighborhood.

270 Derby Street

Total Demolition of House and Garage
View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1860 Vernacular worker’s cottage in a neighborhood
that retains a sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1860 Vernacular worker’s cottage. The earliest recorded owner of
the property was John Mclane, a laborer, who lived at the property as early as 1874 and
through the 1890s. The home is three-bays-wide by one-bay-deep and is one-and-a-half
stories tall. The building features a side entryway, end gabled roof that faces the street, and
a centrally-located chimney. The garage building appears to have originally been a carriage
house, with a gabled roof and a large door, and dates to ca. 1890 per historic maps. The
property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, and is located just outside the boundaries of
the Hargedon Estate inventoried historic area. Overall, the neighborhood retains a good
sense of historic significance, with many original homes remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is an inventoried, ca. 1860s worker’s cottage. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.
233 California Street

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1900 Victorian Eclectic style house in a neighborhood
that retains a sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/853533
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/853172

Description: This is a ca. 1900 Victorian Eclectic style house, originally owned by Mary E.
Fletcher. Fletcher also owned and lived in 235 California Street, which is located directly in
front of this house. The two-and-a-half story house is three-bays-wide, with a cross-gabled
roof and a full-width front porch. There are two small, one-story bump-outs on the building,
one extending from the rear of the building, and one on the right side, toward the back of
the house. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many others along
California Street built in a similar era. The neighborhood does retain a good sense of historic
context, although there has been some demolition and new construction, such as 235
California, in front of this property, which was demolished recently.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, inventoried Victorian-era house in a
neighborhood that retains a sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood and Victorian
details.

73 Clearwater Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: Staff welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this 1948 Cape style
house.

Description: This is a 1948 Cape style house, built by developer Alice M. Doxey, and designed
by architect A. Parent. The one-and-a-half story, three-bay-wide-by-two-bay-deep house
features an end gabled roof, with a centrally-located brick chimney, and a covered entryway.
This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Barbara Park — Crehore Estate
residential area, a subdivision of primarily Cape and Colonial Revival style houses built
between 1925 and the late 1950s. Current neighborhood context is mixed, with some
original Cape and Colonial houses as well as some new construction.

Staff Recommendation: This is a 1948 Cape style house in an inventoried neighborhood,
however historic context is mixed due to some demolition in the area. Staff welcomes
discussion of the historical significance of the property.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

. 42 Lindbergh Avenue

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1935 Garrison Colonial style house in a well-preserved neighborhood
with many similar homes. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1935 Garrison Colonial style house built by Roy MacLaggen. The two-
story house features a side-gabled roof with a brick chimney on the left side. There is a
covered entryway on the front of the house, and a one-story bump out on the rear of the
building. According to ISD records, the rear addition was originally a screened in porch, and
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was enclosed in 1968. The property is not individually inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any
others on Lindbergh Avenue. The neighborhood does retain a good sense of historic context
however, with primarily original homes, many of which are similar Garrison Colonials,
remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a 1935 Garrison Colonial style house in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain Colonial details and the scale of the
neighborhood.

28 Samoset Road

Total Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial style house built by developer William Regan. The
two-story house features a gambrel roof, with shed dormers on the front and rear
elevations, and a centrally located brick chimney. There is a covered entryway on the right
side of the front elevation, a one-story bump out on the left side of the house, and an
enclosed entry on the rear of the home. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of
the Waban Village residential area, a subdivision of homes built in the early-to-mid 20th
century. The area surrounding this home retains a good sense of context, with many original
homes, including other Dutch Colonials, remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This house is on a well-preserved street, and in an inventoried
historic residential area. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition.

18 Pershing Road

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved 1940 Cape style house. Staff approves of the proposed
addition.

Description: This is a 1940 Cape style house built by developer Leonard Trowbridge and
designed by architect F.L. Aurelio. The one-story, five-bay-wide house features a side-gabled
roof, brick chimney, and an enclosed porch on the right side of the building. A dormer on the
rear of the house was added in 1949. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are
any others on Pershing Road or the surrounding neighborhood, although the area does
retain a sense of historic context with primarily original cape and ranch style houses
remaining. This is an application for partial demolition of the house, and total demolition of
the detached garage, which was also built in 1940. The applicant seeks to demolish portions
of the left side of the house, to construct a two-story addition with an attached garage.
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Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a neighborhood with some historic
context. Staff approves of the proposed addition.

128 Jewett Street

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1916 American Foursquare style house in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of
the proposed addition.

Description: This is a 1916 American Foursquare style house built by William J. Barry and
designed by architect Albert Leger. The two-story house features a hipped roof, with a
dormer on the front side, and a brick chimney. There is a two-story bay window on the front
elevation and a full width front porch. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, however
many others on Jewett Street are, and there are two houses on the street listed in the
National Register. This is an application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to
construct a two-story addition on the rear of the property.

Staff Recommendation: This is a 1916 house in a well-preserved neighborhood with many
inventoried properties. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and
approves of the proposed addition.

21 Moulton Street

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1961 ranch style house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the
proposed addition.

Description: This is a 1961 ranch style house built by Joseph R. LeBrun. The house features a
cross-gabled roof with a brick chimney. There is a shed dormer on the rear of the house, as
well as a rear porch. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on
Moulton Street, however the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context with
primarily original homes remaining. This is an application for partial demolition, and the
applicant seeks to demolish portions of the roof and front elevations to construct an
addition.

Staff Recommendation: This property is in a neighborhood that retains historic context. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of the
proposed partial demolition.

801 Saw Mill Brook Parkway

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1948 ranch style house in Oak Hill Park. Staff welcomes discussion of the
historical significance of this property, and approves of the proposed addition.

Description: This is a 1948 ranch style house built by the Kelly Corporation as part of the Oak
Hill Park development. This house is a relatively typical one-story Oak Hill Park Ranch with an
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side-gabled roof. This property has been altered several times since it was constructed, with
additions built in 1955, 1959, and 1999. The Oak Hill Park neighborhood, a subdivision of
houses built for Veterans in the late 1940s, is inventoried on MACRIS, however
neighborhood context is mixed due to demolition and new construction in the area. This is
an application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to construct a second-story
addition.

Staff Recommendation: This is an altered house in a neighborhood with mixed historic
context. Staff welcomes discussion of the significance of this property, and approves of the
proposed addition.

268 Parker Street

Partial Demolition of House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1930 house in an inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed addition.

Description: This is a ca. 1930 vernacular house originally built on land owned by George W.
Stearns. The one-story house features a unique jerkinhead-style roof, and a gabled ell that
extends to the rear of the house. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Old
Field Road Subdivision residential area, a neighborhood of houses built between the 1930s
and 1950s. This is an application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to remove
the roof and build a second story addition.

Staff Recommendation: This house is in an inventoried neighborhood that retains a sense of
historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves
of the proposed addition.

81 Avalon Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1915 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood.

Description: This is a 1915 Dutch Colonial style house, built by developer Robert T. Fowler
and designed by architect Joe Hutchison. The house features a gambrel roof, with shed
dormers on both the front and rear of the home. The house features a screened-in front
porch, stone foundation, and brick chimney. There is a one-story bay window and an
enclosed entryway on the left side of the house. The property is inventoried on MACRIS as
part of the Upland Road-Pine Ridge Roads residential area, a neighborhood of primarily
Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial, and Cape style homes built between 1910 and the late
1920s. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic character, with many original
homes remaining.

11 June Lane

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here
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Summary: This is a 1956 Contemporary style house in a well-preserved, inventoried
neighborhood.

Description: This is a 1956 Contemporary style house, built by developer Southgate Park
Corporation and designed by architect Albert C. Rugo. The split-level house features a
shallow-pitched side gable roof, with a brick chimney on the right side of the house. There is
a garage on the left side of the house, with a two-bay living area above. The main entrance is
offset slightly to the right side of the house, with a one bay living space to the right of it. This
property is inventoried on MACRIS, as part of the Esty Farm Road-June Lane area, a
neighborhood of similar Contemporary split-level houses, built between 1956 and 1959.
While there has been some new construction, the neighborhood retains a good sense of
historic context.

. 45 Bonnybrook Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1940 Garrison Colonial style house in a neighborhood with mixed historic
context.

Description: This is a 1940 Garrison Colonial style house, built by Gordon Construction
Company and designed by John C. Ringer. The house features two brick chimneys, one on
the left and one on the right side of the house. There is an attached two-car garage on the
left side of the house, and a one-room bump out on the right rear of the home. The house
features a unique siding pattern, with brick on the first story of the front fagade and
clapboard on the second story of the front fagade and all other elevations. There are no
alterations in ISD records. Bonnybrook Road has mixed historic context, with some new
construction and a few original homes.

5 Morseland Avenue

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1950 Colonial Revival on a well-preserved street.

Description: This is a 1950 Colonial Revival style house built by developer John R. Elander.
Elander immigrated from Sweden in the early 20th century an started a general contracting
business that is still operated by his family. The two-story home features a side-gabled roof,
clapboard siding, and a centrally-positioned entryway with columns surrounding. There is an
attached garage on the left side of the house, and a one-room ell on the right side of the
home. The neighborhood is mixed architecturally, but does still retain mostly original homes.
This house is not inventoried on MACRIS, but several others on the street are.

790 Watertown Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1911 Dutch Colonial house designed by a noted architect.
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Description: This Dutch Colonial style home was built in 1911 for William G. Harley by
architect Ernest Boyden and builder Hans Tange. Boyden was a known architect in the
Boston area, who designed over 60 buildings that are inventoried on MACRIS, including 37 in
the state of Massachusetts that are listed on the National Register. Boyden designed many
residential buildings in Boston’s Back Bay neighborhood, and is well known for a series of
water works buildings he designed throughout the state. This two-story house features a
gambrel roof, two brick chimneys, a sun room on the right side of the house, and a covered
entryway

Administrative Items
18. Approval of Minutes

Approval of Minutes for January 23, 2025, NHC Meeting

19. Adjournment

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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