
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

Finance Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Monday, February 24, 2025 
  

The Finance Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting on Monday, 
February 24, 2025, at 7:00 pm. To view this meeting using Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89833008846 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the 
following Meeting ID: 898 3300 8846 
 
 
Items scheduled for discussion: 
 
#40-25 Requesting to accept and expend a $35,000 grant from the Executive Office of Public 

Safety and the Department of Fire Services  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of 
thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) from the Executive Office of Public Safety and the 
Department of Fire Services for mobile radios and repeaters for Fire Department 
vehicles, sets of gear, and eye shield protection.  
 
Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 

#23-25 CPC Recommendation to appropriate funds for the Jackson Homestead and Museum 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending authorization to appropriate 
and expend one million four hundred seventy-one thousand dollars ($1,471,000) and 
authorize a general obligation borrowing of an equal amount for the rehabilitation of 
the basement of the Jackson Homestead and Museum, as authorized by General Laws 
Chapter 44B, Sect. 11, or any other general or special law, for a period of 10 years and 
authorization to apply any premium received upon the sale of the bonds or notes, less 
the cost of preparing, issuing, and marketing them, and any accrued interest received 
upon the delivery of the bonds or notes to the costs of the project and to reduce the 
amount authorized to be borrowed for the project by like amount. Additionally, CPC is 
requesting appropriation of two hundred four thousand dollars ($204,000) in 
Community Preservation Act funding from the Unrestricted Prior Year Funds (5800-
3599) to the control of the Planning & Development Department for the immediate soft 
cost expenses of rehabilitating the basement of the Jackson Homestead and Museum. 
Public Facilities Approved 8-0  

  
#39-25 Acceptance of $50,000 from the Massachusetts State Budget   

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of fifty  
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thousand dollars ($50,000) earmarked in the FY25 Massachusetts State Budget for 
sidewalk improvements around Underwood Elementary School.  

 
#38-25 Requesting to accept and expend a $109,930 grant from Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection   
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of one 
hundred nine thousand nine hundred thirty dollars ($109,930) from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection for waste reduction.  

 
#43-25 Authorization to appropriate and expend $200,000 from Transportation Network 

Company (TNC) Ride Share funds 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend two 
hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) from the City’s allocation of Transportation 
Network Company (TNC) Ride Share funds from the Commonwealth Transportation 
Infrastructure Fund to supplement the funding for the Nahanton Street Pedestrian 
Improvements project.  

 
#41-25 Authorization to enter into a 5-year contract 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting approval to enter into a five-year contract for 
curbside collection and recycling processing commencing on July 1, 2025 to June 30, 
2030.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leonard Gentile, Chair 
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CITY COUNCIL # _____________ 

CITY OF NEWTON 

DOCKET REQUEST FORM 

DEADLINE NOTICE:  Council Rules require items to be docketed with the Clerk of the Council NO 
LATER THAN 7:45 P.M. ON THE MONDAY PRIOR TO A FULL COUNCIL MEETING.  

To:  Clerk of the City Council Date:  January 27, 2025 

From (Docketer):  Mollie Hutchings, Community Preservation Program Manager  

Address:  Planning Department, Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue    Newton MA 02459 

Phone:  617-796-1147  E-mail:  mhutchings@newtonma.gov 

Additional sponsors:  Community Preservation Committee 

1. Please docket the following item (it will be edited for length if necessary):

2. The purpose and intended outcome of this item is:

  Fact-finding & discussion   Ordinance change 
  Appropriation, transfer,   Resolution 
  Expenditure, or bond authorization   License or renewal 
  Special permit, site plan approval,   Appointment confirmation 
  Zone change (public hearing required)   Other:     

3. I recommend that this item be assigned to the following committees:

  Programs & Services   Finance   Real Property 
  Zoning & Planning   Public Safety   Special Committee 
  Public Facilities   Land Use   No Opinion 

4. This item should be taken up in committee:

  Immediately (Emergency only, please).  Please state nature of emergency:  

  As soon as possible, preferably within a month 
  In due course, at discretion of Committee Chair 
  When certain materials are made available, as noted in 7 & 8 on reverse 
  Following public hearing 

PLEASE FILL OUT BOTH SIDES 

Recommendation from the CPC that the City Council authorize the treasurer to borrow $1,471,000, 
issuing any bonds or notes that may be necessary for the purpose of rehabilitating the basement of 
the Jackson Homestead and Museum, as authorized by General Laws Chapter 44B, Sect. 11, or any 
other general or special law, for a period of 10 years. Additionallly, that $204,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funding be appropriated from the Unrestricted Prior Year Funds (5800-3599) to 
the control of the Planning & Development Department for the immediate soft cost expenses of the 
same project.  

#23-25



5. I estimate that consideration of this item will require approximately:  
 

  One half hour or less   Up to one hour 
  More than one hour   An entire meeting 
  More than one meeting   Extended deliberation by subcommittee 

 
6. The following people should be notified and asked to attend deliberations on this item.  (Please check 

those with whom you have already discussed the issue, especially relevant Department Heads): 
 

City personnel  Citizens (include telephone numbers/email please) 
 

  Lara Kritzer     Susan Lunin, CPC Chair (suzylunin@gmail.com)  
 

  Lisa Dady        
 

  Josh Morse            
 

  Josh Morse           
 

                  
 

7. The following background materials and/or drafts should be obtained or prepared by the Clerk’s office 
prior to scheduling this item for discussion: 

 
8. I  have or  intend to provide additional materials and/or undertake the following research 

independently prior to scheduling the item for discussion. *  

 
(*Note to docketer:  Please provide any additional materials beyond the foregoing to the Clerk’s office by 2 
p.m. on Friday before the upcoming Committee meeting when the item is scheduled to be discussed so that 
Councilors have a chance to review all relevant materials before a scheduled discussion.) 
 

Please check the following: 
 

9.   I would like to discuss this item with the Chairman before any decision is made on how and when to 
proceed. 

 
10.   I would like the Clerk’s office to contact me to confirm that this item has been docketed.  My 

daytime phone number is: 
 
11.   I would like the Clerk’s office to notify me when the Chairman has scheduled the item for 

discussion. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Mollie Hutchings  
Signature of person docketing the item  
 
[Please retain a copy for your own records] 

      

CPC Funding Recommendation, Jackson Homestead  

#23-25
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Community Preservation Committee 
Funding Recommendation for the 

Jackson Homestead Basement Renovation Project 

Date: January 27, 2025 
From: Community Preservation Committee 
To: The Honorable City Council 
CC: The Honorable Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 

PROJECT GOALS & ELIGIBILITY 

The goal of this project is to stabilize and protect the structure and the collections housed within it by 
waterproofing the basement, by controlling the climate through upgraded HVAC system and improving the 
finishes in the basement. This will enable Historic Newton to reopen a formerly closed exhibition space that 
meets contemporary standards of collection preservation, museum display, and public engagement. 

RECOMMENDED FUNDING 

Account Account No. Amount 
Unrestricted Prior Year Funds 5800-3599 204,000 
Bonded Amount $1,471,000 

At its monthly meeting on Tuesday, January 14, the Community Preservation Committee unanimously 
recommended, with a vote of 7 to 0, to recommend that the bid amount and contingencies be bonded, with the 
funds needed for the architecture and engineering needed to start the project be paid immediately out of the 
Unrestricted Prior Year Funds. The CPC recommends that the bond be issued for 10 years and that its future 
payments be taken from the Current Year Undesignated Fund.   

Community Needs 

Phasing of this project is explicitly coordinated with these more holistic interpretation goals to appeal to the 
demands of modern audiences to broaden our base. Diversified content, including permanent and changing 
exhibits, is crucial for any museum in a non-tourist location. When the basement rehabilitation project 
concludes, Historic Newton can begin to utilize the renewed space as programming and changing exhibition 
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space, which was a fixture formerly in half of the basement and portions of the main floor. It will ensure there is 
always something new happening, and when combined with a regular program of events and activities, will help 
to build a repeat visitor audience. The additional programming space in the basement also allows for robust 
discussions amongst all pupils and provides valuable learning time without unnecessary transitions. When the 
area reopens, Historic Newton can again welcome full busloads of regional school groups. Historic Newtons look 
forward to being able to use the refinished basement so we can fully serve learners of all ages in a way that is 
meaningful, educational, and thoughtful. 
 
Project budget and timeline:  

 
 
ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS (funding conditions) 

1. The CPC will hold 10% of the project’s CPA funding until all restoration work is complete, at which time a 
final report and updated project budget must be submitted to the CPC for approval. Historic Newton will 
be expected to present these materials at a public meeting of the CPC for their review and approval 
before the final funds are released.     

#23-25
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2. Historic Newton should also be prepared to update the CPC at regular intervals as requested on the status 
of the project and to submit copies of any completed reports and studies when available. 

3. The release of CPA funds will be governed by a grant agreement that includes but is not limited to the 
usual conditions for the phased release of CPA funds for historic resource projects, including a final report 
to the CPC and the return of unspent funds.  

4. Any CPA funds appropriated but not used for the purposes stated herein should be returned to the 
Newton Community Preservation Fund.    
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