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MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 14, 2025
TO: Councilor Rebecca Walker Grossman, Public Safety & Transportation Committee
Members of the Public Safety & Transportation Committee
FROM: Barney Heath, Director, Department of Planning and Development
Jennifer Caira, Deputy Director Department of Planning and Development
Zachery LeMel, Chief of Long Range Planning
Nora Masler, Planning Associate
RE: #19-25 Discussion regarding proposed plaza in Newton Centre COUNCILORS FARRELL,

MALAKIE, LUCAS, AND MICLEY requesting a discussion regarding of the proposed temporary
carving out of 51 parking spaces in the Langley Parking Lot to install a trial public plaza.
Discussion to include planning for possible long-term community space; coordination of the plan
with local businesses on customer sales; and the appropriateness of using ARPA funding for a
short-term, experimental purpose.

MEETING: February 19, 2023

CC: City Council
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer
Shawna Sullivan, Commissioner of Public Works
Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation & Culture

Introduction

The Newton Centre Pilot Plaza is an exciting opportunity in the heart of Newton Centre to create a new
temporary public plaza that seeks to reinforce and strengthen Newton Centre as a community, cultural,
and retail destination. At the same time, the project will create a greater number of public parking
spaces than exist today within the village center for customers, visitors, and employees. This City is
thrilled to be pursuing this pilot project through close interdepartmental collaboration (Planning, Parks
and Rec., Arts and Culture, and Public Works).

Since launching this project in mid-January, we have been fortunate to engage directly with Newton
residents, Newton Centre business and property owners, arts and cultural organizations, economic
development groups and individuals, and many others interested in Newton Centre’s success. After
making these connections, listening closely, and gathering feedback City staff are currently exploring
design alternatives that maintain a high quality of design and experience with a smaller space that
results in significantly less parking spaces redistributed from the Langley (Triangle) Municipal Parking
Lot.

Preserving the Past ﬁ‘ Planning for the Future
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Presentation to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

In addition to presenting the updated pilot concept at the upcoming Public Safety & Transportation
Committee meeting, staff will provide a broader overview of the project that includes:

e Project goals and objectives

e Proposed site and existing conditions

e Project opportunities (design and programming)
e Additional parking plan and existing parking data
e Project operations and maintenance

e Pilot evaluation and measuring success

e Timeline and next steps

Next Steps

Following this meeting, staff will present the pilot plaza project and the associated additional parking
plan at the February 27, 2025 Traffic Council meeting (link here). In addition, a community open house
meeting is being planned for the week of March 10, 2025, with details to follow shortly.

Anyone looking to stay informed should sign up for email updates by clicking here and selecting
"Planning-Newton Centre Pilot Plaza." For questions and comments, all information will be posted on
our website, www.newtonma.gov/NCpilot, or please email NCPilot@newtonma.gov.



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/traffic-council
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/news-weekly-updates
http://www.newtonma.gov/NCpilot
mailto:NCPilot@newtonma.gov



