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7:45PM, Hybrid 

To be reported on 
                            Tuesday, February 18, 2025 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 
Tuesday, February 18, 2025, at 7:45 PM. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link  

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85605351218 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 
US: +13092053325, 856 0535 1218 

 
Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US 
Webinar ID: 856 0535 1218 

 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 
13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 

 1 

City of Newton 

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon 
 

Unfinished Council Business 

 
 
 

 
1 The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of 
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85605351218&data=05%7C02%7Csmatthews%40newtonma.gov%7Ca682f5311c064d388cfb08dd4ba91f92%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638749911934053048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JmYuHe%2BWuBtm8c541h0Mwaf6cIrKse2wHaeAesR2EmA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ


Reports Docket, Tuesday, February 18, 2025 
Continued 

Page 33 
 

 
 

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
 
#55-24  Requesting Update Regarding City Seal Redesign 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting to provide the Programs & Services 
Committee with an update regarding the City Seal redesign. 

   Programs & Services Held 8-0 on 02/21/2024   
Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 07/10/2024 
Programs & Services Approved 6-0-2 (Councilors Malakie and Oliver 
Abstained) on 01/22/2025 
Item Chartered by Councilor Humphrey on 02/03/2025 

  
Referred to Land Use Committee 

02/04/2025 
  
Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Block, Downs, Farrell, Laredo, Leary, Lobovits, and Lucas; 
also present: Councilors Albright, Bixby, Getz, Humphrey, Krintzman, Malakie, Oliver and 
Wright 
#7-25  Request to amend Special Permit #426-18 at 55 Tower Road  

NORTHLAND PATTERN DISTRICT LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL to amend Special Permit #426-18 to eliminate five buildings, 
convert Building 1 from office space to residential use, increase the number 
of residential units by 22 units, modify building designs of certain proposed 
buildings, and alter surface and structured parking at 55 Tower Road, also 
known as 400 Main Street, Ward 5, Newton Upper Falls, on land known as 
Section 51 Block 28 Lot 05, containing approximately 22.6 acres of land in a 
district zoned BUSINESS4. Ref: Secs. 7.3.3, 5.13, and 5.13.7 of Chapter 30 of 
the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.  

   Land Use Held 8-0; Public Hearing Opened    
  

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 
02/10/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Krintzman, Getz, Danberg, and 
Kalis; also present: Councilors Malakie, Lucas, Block, Farrell, Leary, Kelley, and Greenberg 
 
#13-25  Reappointment of Amy Dain to the Planning and Development Board 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Amy Dain, 9 Frederick Steet, Newton 
as a member of the Planning and Development Board for a term of office to 
expire on February 1, 2030. (60 Days: 04/04/2025) 

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  
#15-25  Appointment of Robert Jampol to the Conservation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Robert Jampol, 17 Upland Road, Waban 
as a member of the Conservation Commission for a term of office to expire on 
February 18, 2028. (60 Days: 04/04/2025)   
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   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
 
#17-25  Requesting discussion and amendments to Floodplain Ordinance 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and adoption of amendments 
to the City's floodplain ordinance (22-22) in order to: (1) remain in 
compliance with the Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA's) 
National Floodplain Insurance Program (NFIP) and allow residents to obtain 
federal flood insurance, and (2) maintain regulatory control over current City-
designated floodplain areas.  

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  
#181-24 Request for discussion and possible amendments to remove or reduce 

parking minimums for commercial uses in commercial centers 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY requesting 
discussion and possible amendments to Newton's zoning ordinance to 
remove or reduce the parking minimums for first-floor commercial uses in 
commercial centers.  

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
  
#369-24 Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 

Ordinance 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and amendments to Newton's 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance, so it complies with the State's 
Zoning Act (Ch. 40A). 

   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024 

 Zoning & Planning Held; Public Hearing Set for 02/26/2025 8-0   on 
01/13/2025 

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
  
#369-24(2) Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 

Ordinance 
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting discussion and possible 
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 
in addition to those needed to comply with recent changes to the State�s 
Zoning Act (Ch. 40A).  

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/13/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/27/2025 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
  

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
02/05/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Oliver, Micley, Malakie, Humphrey, Lobovits, and 
Farrell; absent: Councilor Baker; also present: Councilors Greenberg, Wright, Leary, and 
Lucas 
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#16-25  Reappointment of Edward Chapman to the Parks & Recreation Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Edward Chapman, 91 Cornell Street, 
Newton Lower Falls as the Ward 4 member of the Parks & Recreation 
Commission for a term of office to expire on April 19, 2028. (60 Days: 
04/04/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  
#18-25  Appointment of Molly Doris-Pierce to the Health and Human Services 

Advisory Board 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Molly Doris-Pierce, 553 Watertown 
Street, Newton as a member of the Health and Human Services Advisory 
Board for a term of office to expire on February 18, 2028. (60 Days: 
04/04/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
 
#20-25  Reappointment of Matthew Stafford to Health and Human Services 

Advisory Council 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Matthew Stafford, 40 Belmore Park, 
Newton as a member of the Health and Human Services Advisory Council for 
a term of office to expire on January 1, 2028. (60 Days: 04/04/2025) 

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  
#21-25  Reappointment of Asa Fanelli to the Health and Human Services Advisory 

Council 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Asa Fanelli, 8 Kerry Court, Newton as a 
member of the Health and Human Services Advisory Council for a term of 
office to expire on January 1, 2028. (60 Days: 04/04/2025)   

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  
#490-24 Requesting a discussion regarding GoGo Newton 

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, MICLEY, AND LUCAS requesting a discussion on the 
new senior transportation system. Discussion should focus on (a) the goals 
and policies of the prior transportation system compared to the current 
system; (b) comparison on user costs between the prior and current system; 
(c) how any current policies of the program compare to using Uber or Lyft; 
and (d) a budget comparison between the prior and current systems. 

   Programs & Services Held 7-0   
  
#493-24 Requesting a discussion for addressing distressed properties, improving 

rodent and harborage management city wide  
COUNCILORS LEARY, GREENBERG, OLIVER, MALAKIE, LAREDO, LOBOVITS, 
LUCAS, AND FARRELL requesting a discussion with the Administration, Health 
& Human Services, Inspectional Services, Sustainable Materials Management 
and the Law Department for a comprehensive review and evaluation of all 
management and enforcement options for chronic distressed properties, 
excessive harborage and rodent infestations within city limits. 

   Programs & Services Held 7-0   
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Referred to Public Facilities Committee 
02/05/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Albright (Chair), Getz, Kelley, Leary, Danberg, and Kalis; absent: 
Councilors Gentile and Laredo; also present: Councilors Lucas and Wright 
 
  Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committee   
#23-25  CPC Recommendation to appropriate funds for the Jackson Homestead and 

Museum 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending authorization to 
appropriate and expend one million four hundred seventy-one thousand 
dollars ($1,471,000) and authorize a general obligation borrowing of an equal 
amount for the rehabilitation of the basement of the Jackson Homestead and 
Museum, as authorized by General Laws Chapter 44B, Sect. 11, or any other 
general or special law, for a period of 10 years and authorization to apply any 
premium received upon the sale of the bonds or notes, less the cost of 
preparing, issuing, and marketing them, and any accrued interest received 
upon the delivery of the bonds or notes to the costs of the project and to 
reduce the amount authorized to be borrowed for the project by like amount. 
Additionally, CPC is requesting appropriation of two hundred four thousand 
dollars ($204,000) in Community Preservation Act funding from the 
Unrestricted Prior Year Funds (5800-3599) to the control of the Planning & 
Development Department for the immediate soft cost expenses of 
rehabilitating the basement of the Jackson Homestead and Museum.   

   Public Facilities Held 6-0   
  
#324-24 Discussion with Public Works on stormwater mitigation to improve flooding 

COUNCILORS LUCAS, LAREDO, MALAKIE, GREENBERG, HUMPHREY, FARRELL, 
GETZ, LEARY, KALIS, LIPOF, DANBERG, and LOBOVITS requesting a discussion 
with the Department of Public Works regarding public and private 
stormwater mitigation to improve flooding that can result from the City's 
capital improvement projects to reduce inflow and infiltration within the 
sewer system. 

   Public Facilities Held 6-0   
  
#347-24 Requesting a discussion and possible ordinance amendment regarding how 

water movement between properties is assessed, monitored, and tracked  
COUNCILORS KALIS, LIPOF, MALAKIE, ALBRIGHT, GETZ, LAREDO, LUCAS, 
GREENBERG, DANBERG, LOBOVITS AND FARRELL requesting a discussion with 
ISD and Engineering and possible ordinance amendment to better understand 
the details around how water movement from one property to another is 
assessed, monitored, and tracked over time. The discussion should include 
what types of drainage systems engineering requires of developers to ensure 
water remains on site as well as what steps are taken if an approved plan is 
unsuccessful with the objective of strengthening the City 's ordinance.  

   Public Facilities Held 6-0   
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#348-24 Requesting a discussion with the Department of Public Works on the work 

to upgrade the water, sewer, and storm water infrastructure 
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT, on behalf of the Public Facilities Committee, requests 
a discussion with the Commissioner of DPW, Jim McGonagle, regarding the 
City's past successes in updating Newton's water, sewer, and stormwater 
infrastructure, cost savings from these upgrades, our present position, and 
what future work is planned to continue the multi-year plan to upgrade this 
infrastructure, including a timeline for future enhancements. 

   Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 10/09/2024 
   Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 6-0   
  

 


