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City of Newton Biosafety Committee
Meeting Minutes
Topic: NBC Meeting 6/10/2024

DATE: MONDAY, JUNE 10TH, 2024
TIME: 3:00PM EASTERN TIME (US AND CANADA)
LOCATION: VIRTUAL

Attendance
Newton Health & Human Services (HHS) Staff Present: Lisa Heyer

Newton Biosafety Committee (NBC) Members Present: William Dietrich,
Gary du Moulin, Harry Meade, Karl Munger, John Schwartz, Jed
Thompson, Despina Felis

NBC Committee Members absent: Jin Zhang

Guests present: Beatrice Brunkhorst, David Baxley, Lisa Molz, Rebecca
Caruso, Christopher Murphy

The meeting was called to order at 03:02PM by Lisa Hever.

[. Welcome and Introductions
a. Minutes from 03/27 /24 meeting approved 7-0 with the
modification to include topic at hand of review of
ordinance options for amendment and final action
[Despina Felis not present at time of vote].
[I. Avilar Therapeutics
a. Presentation performed by David Baxley and Lisa Molz on
Avilar Therapeutics project review and lab practices.
b. Committee Discussion
i. Clarification if propogating vectors in bacteria or not.
ii. Clarification on mammalian cell line list containing
language “includes, but not limited to”. Want a
specific, declarative list to and address risk level.
Addition of other cell lines to be addressed with IBC.
iii. Clarification if expected any transfected materials to
become toxic directly or through decontamination
iv. Clarification on training by employees and if other 12
employees who work in lab would be trained.
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c. Vote

i. NBC voted 8-0 to recommend approval with

modi

[II. Grace Biosafety

fication of to the HHS commissioner.

1. The modification is approval of only the
mammalian cell lines listed during the
presentation: “K562, HepG2, pCMV-6
(Transfection vector), primary human
hepatocytes and LnCaP, pLenti-C-Myc-
DDK-IRES-Puro (Lentivirus vector)”Will
exclude phrase “including, but not limited
to”. Any changes additional mammalian
cell lines and their risk levels would be
reported and reviewed by the IBC.

a. Presentation performed by Rebecca Caruso and Beatrice
Brunkhorst on status of rDNA ordinance update and draft.
b. Committee Discussion

i.

ii.

iil.

iv.

If able to increase number of IBC community
representatives to more than 2
Communication between NBC and IBC.

1. Questioned whether would be part of

ordinance or internal procedural change,

2. If City Law Dept. would be consulted.
Annual reports and reporting incidents to
Newton HHS within 24 hours verbally and
formal written report within 30 days.
Defining biological risk assessment
Next steps and if follow-up meeting with NBC
and Grace Biosafety. NBC requests to HHS
Commissioner to meet again to review final
draft. HHS representative stated would pass
along request and update NBC on next steps.

IV. Closing Remarks and Adjournment
a. Meeting adjourned unanimously at 04:37PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Lisa Heyer, RN, BSN
Public Health Nurse, Newton HHS
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Minutes approved by Newton Biosafety Committee 2/10/2025



