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Dear City Council, 

The Programs & Services Committee and the City Seal Working Group approved the 
design for a new City Seal that captures the values, identity, and spirit of Newton on 
Wednesday, January 22, 2025.  This follows years of discussions, community input and 
meetings and modification while in committee.   

Design  
The design depicts the quintessential view of City Hall from across the water. It also pulls 
in elements from original versions of City of Newton seals.  The overall typography is 
derived from one of the original versions of the City Seal. The design includes: 

Retention of the circular shape for its official and traditional feel
The full name “City of Newton”
Massachusetts has been included and spelled out.
The year 1688 - in 1688, an independent township (separating from Cambridge)
was officially established in what is now Newton. The one date (rather than two on
our current seal) was chosen in part so that it didn’t resemble dates on a
tombstone.
Liberty and Union – these words are powerful and retain a connection (visual and
textual) to the current seal
Natural elements - Since the beginning of the process in 2020, we have had an
overwhelming consensus to have natural elements incorporated into the design.
Thus, the tree was kept.  In this design, the tree is in the same orientation as the
tree in the current seal with greenery included in front of the building as well as the
City Hall ponds.
Thirteen Villages – Each village is unique, and special fosters our sense of a close-
knit community.  Highlighting the “Thirteen Villages” speaks to the importance of
each village.
The design is intentionally not intricate to accommodate the various mediums in
which it will need to be reproduced.
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 The Center picture has been encompassed with a border to give an official feel.  
 Orange has been utilized as a central color for our two high schools and a nod to 

union between the north and south sides of Newton.  
 The outer coloring is representative of paper from 1688.  

 
The word “Nonantum” 
The reasons the City Seal Working Group did not include the word “Nonantum” can be 
summarized as: 

 Nonantum was not, as people might surmise given its presence on the seal, the 
“original” name of what we now know as Newton. Rev. Eliot suggested Nonantum 
as the name for the specific “Indian praying village” in what is now Newton Corner, 
where the scene on the seal took place. (That community stayed there for only five 
years until they were moved to what is now Natick.) 

 It is confusing (deceiving even). People think that “Nonantum” on the seal refers to 
our village (“The Lake”) when it refers to an area in Newton Corner. The village of 
Nonantum was never connected to the content of the seal. Indeed, the village got 
its name in the late 1800s (it was known as North Village until then), well after the 
word was chosen for the seal.  

 
Additional information can be found in the full “Newton City Seal Working Group Report”. 
(https://www.newtonma.gov/government/mayor-fuller/special-projects-and-
initiatives/city-seal-working-group) 
 
The Scene in the Current City Seal 
The current seal depicts the English missionary John Eliot proselytizing a group of Native 
people depicted as silhouettes with feathered headdress under an oak tree, exhorting 
them to convert to Christianity and adopt English customs. Beneath it is the word 
“Nonantum”; above are the words “Liberty and Union.” An outer ring displays the years of 
Newton’s “founding,” its incorporation as a town, and its incorporation as a city.   
 
The design is unnecessarily complicated, and the scene is no longer consistent with our 
values, spirit and identity.   
 
History of the Scene Depicted  
Missionary John Eliot arrived in the Bay Colony in 1631, learned the local language from 
Indigenous teachers, and sought to convert Native people to the Puritan religion. He 
achieved his first success in 1646 in Cohannet (present-day Newton), meeting with a 
Massachusett leader named Waban in his longhouse near the present-day location of 
Newton’s Eliot Memorial, in Newton Corner. Waban and his followers, who had few 
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options for survival, perhaps saw an opportunity to gain status with and protection from 
the colonists and agreed to form a Christian settlement. It was governed by rules 
enforcing English customs and given the name “Nonantum” by Eliot. (The settlement 
should not be confused with today’s village of Nonantum, in another location). Nonantum 
lasted five years before its residents were moved to Natick to form a “praying town” there. 
John Eliot himself never lived in Newton.  
 
Background 
This design comes after years of discussion and community input. In the fall of 2020, we 
convened an Ad Hoc City Seal Working Group to look at our City Seal. We asked them to 
make recommendations about whether the image depicted is still relevant and 
meaningful 155 years after its creation, and whether there were graphics and/or words 
that would better portray Newton. In November 2021, the Group submitted its final 
report with several recommendations. These included that the scene of John Eliot 
evangelizing Indigenous people be replaced with a more suitable image and that the 
overall design be simplified to allow for accurate reproduction in many formats (on 
vehicles, documents, trash cans, etc.).  
 
Last spring, the City Council unanimously approved proceeding with the process of 
updating the City Seal and submitting a Request for Proposal for a graphic design 
professional. Sebastian Ellington Ebarb Design (SEED) was hired in December 2023.  
 
The City Seal Working Group consisted of City Councilors Bill Humphrey (Ward 5) and Julia 
Malakie (Ward 3), residents Jim Murphy (Ward 8) and Ryan Naragon (Ward 6), Historic 
Newton Director Lisa Dady, Director of Community Engagement & Inclusion Hattie Kerwin 
Derrick and Newton Planning Department Urban Designer Shubee Sikka.  Each voice was 
listened to and considered during a truly collaborative process.   
 
Cost to update the Seal 
If the City Council chooses a new City Seal, we do not expect to change the Seal on 
everything immediately. Rather, we expect generally to replace the current one as new 
item(s) are ordered.  
 
Most documents, correspondence and some City owned properties use a small format 
black & white version of the City Seal.  Whether on stationery, a flag or a podium - the 
seal’s appearance will remain consistent (This is not the case now due to the intricacy of 
the design and inability to re-create that intricacy in all formats.) 
 
We will also have an educational component to the process. We are committed to: 
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 Installing educational signage providing context to the “old” seal in places where the 
emblem is permanent, such as City Hall lobby floor.  

 Offering presentations to groups (e.g. neighborhood associations, community 
groups, elected officials, etc.) about the history behind the current seal and the 
rationale for a new one.  

 Provide resources to Newton Public Schools about the history that the City Seal 
represents. 

 
 
Before you on Monday, February 3, 2025, is the question: Is the City Seal being 
presented for vote tonight, February 3rd, a better representation of the City?  
 
Approval of the item allows the new design presented to, over time, replace the current 
seal.  
 
Rejection of the item would mean the City of Newton would retain the current seal, which 
is outdated and does not sufficiently or accurately depict historical events, is 
unnecessarily complicated and has degraded over time.  In addition, it would devalue the 
work of the Working Group.  
 

 

 

      Kind Regards,  
      Hattie N. Kerwin Derrick 

                 Director, Community Engagement and Inclusion  
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What is your initial 
impression of the city 
seal draft design?

What do you like most about the draft design?

Very negative Uses an “iconic” city landmark. 

Very negative The color is nice.

Negative I don’t, stop changing our history. We are what we 
are and we have into a beautiful City the liberals 
are ruining. There is nothing wrong with the current 
symbol. 

Positive
Very negative nothing
Very negative Waste of taxpayer funds. Leave history alone. 

Very negative
Very negative Nothing

Neutral

Very negative Nothing

Negative

Very negative Nothing

Very negative Nothing 
Negative The acknowledgment that we are comprised of 13 

villages

Negative
Neutral It isn' the old design
Very positive It's clear, modern, and invokes our heritage.
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Positive Got rid of the insensitive and inaccurate depiction 
of history. Better typography.

Very negative Nothing 

Very positive It represents Newton. City Hall is and will always be 
timeless. Furthermore all 13 villages are mentioned 
as they should be.    I like that the old seal is 
replaced, which features John Eliot proselytizing 
Christianity to Native Americans. This doesn't 
represent me (I'm Jewish) or anything about 
Newton.

Very positive The original seal is outdated and is a hypocritical 
stereotype image of the First Americans   

Negative too many colors. good design is contrast. 

Very negative Nothing 

Negative

Neutral clear typeface of the first two seals. 

Very negative Nothing at all

Neutral Better than the current logo.  Image is pleasing but 
bland.
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Positive I like the mention of the villages and the 
simplification. 

Negative

Positive
Very negative Nothing

Negative Nothing

Very negative I don't. Absolutely boring and doesn't tell a story 
about Newton. Original design is better. Newton is 
a historic and incredible city. Having a simple 
building tells us nothing about the City.

Very positive an appropriate image of our lovely city hall, not a 
repellant representation of a racist fantasy of our 
past

Very negative Nothing Leave our history alone!

Neutral
Positive The seal content and words are meaningful, well 

composed and spot on. I really like the ribbon 
perimeter and the font choice.
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Neutral Simplicity

Negative I like the circle around the image and how that is 
laid out

Very negative Nothing

Neutral The composition between the tree and the city hall 
building 

Very negative
Negative Do not like it.

Negative The tree. 

Negative Color
Very positive subject is familiar to newton
Negative The outside ring and maybe the tree are the best 

parts. 
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Neutral Love that it no longer has an offensive image and 
presents a positive image of Newton as a place with 
both natural environment and built environment.

Negative No information is actually wrong.

Very negative It changes history

Very negative Nothing.  The focal point of our city is not city hall.  
Shouldn’t the focal point be the citizens, not its 
government?

Negative

Very negative I don’t  Leave the seal alone 
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Negative I like the tree, mention of 13 villages, and 1688

Neutral It’s not racist. So that’s good. 

Very negative It doesn’t have to be redesigned. The original is just 
great!! 

Negative Nothing

Positive
Neutral The mention/recognition of the thirteen villages

Negative it is colorful

Neutral Like the City Hall Focus

Positive Clarity  Trees and city hall
Very positive It's an actual representation of Newton, a physical 

place you can go
Very negative Leave the original alone!
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Neutral I like the orange nod to the high schools. 

Positive
Negative I like the attempt to create something not offensive 

to Native  Americans. 

Very positive The use of City Hall

Negative Not much

Very negative The old one was fine
Very negative Nothing 

Very negative
Negative Not much, it is not unique—typical building with a 

sunset. 

Positive Lack of men

#55-24



Positive It's a huge improvement over the current seal. And 
it has a timeless, classic look.

Neutral i prefer it just as a sketch the colors look cartoonish 
-def prefer the black and white then the one with 
just city hall to the one with the native americans

Very negative Too cartoon like. 

Negative Just not loving it.   

Very positive Focuses on the a present day image central to the 
city/community.

Very positive Feels more current, more related to our city
Negative

Very negative There is nothing to like.
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Negative The image concepts (building + tree) are great! 

Very negative N/A

Negative I like the thirteen villages and liberty and union.

Very positive The image in the middle with the building and tree 
is my top choice. I like the colors and think it 
represents Newton well. 

Very positive Great vibes, great colors. It's cozy & fitting! I like 
that it mentions Massachusetts. I would have been 
happy to replace the old seal with anything but it 
turns out I really do love this draft!!
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Negative

Very positive Clean, simplified appearance 
Negative

Very negative The outer circle edge

Very negative

Very negative Uninspired 

Neutral I like that it is simpler and less cluttered than the 
prior seal.

Very negative Boring 

Neutral includes Massachusetts - there are Newtons in 
other states

Positive Clean, clear and simple. I prefer the monochromatic

Very negative Reference to 13 villages
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Positive Colors are nice

Very positive We have a beautiful city hall, it’s great to show that 
off as well as a nod to our trees

Very negative There is no need to allocate funds to change 
history. We need those funds to fix roads and 
eliminate rats from all these construction projects

Negative Reference to the 13 villages

Very negative The colors 

Negative I was never personally offended by the old seal, but 
if the scene is offensive, then change it, which 
you’ve done. Thumbs up.
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Neutral There is a building and Newton has beautiful 
buildings, but the one in the pic could be anywhere. 
Similar that there is a tree, but not even in beautiful 
fall colors.

Negative I don’t like it
Neutral Not sure I like it at all. Maybe the multi color sky.

Neutral More modern design

Very negative The way the circle is outlined

Positive It's simple, elegant, with good colors. 

Positive Tree & water, lettering

Very negative Nothing.
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Neutral Includes "13 Villages," and Massachusetts spelled 
out.

Very negative Don’t change it

Negative nothing  Its just a picture of a building

Very positive Simple and dignified, happy to have it represent our 
city.

Negative The tree, and the fact that it includes the word 
"Massachusetts."

Neutral

Positive The new seal does not imply a prejudice toward 
Indigenous people. The current seal visually says 
that white men are in charge. No women to be 
seen anywhere. Women are not included.
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Positive It is cleaner and brighter.

Very negative Nothing. 

Very negative There is no need to change the design 
Very negative

Positive The tree.  

Negative That it does not depict people. The inclusion of the 
state.

Very positive It moves us into a new millennium while still 
prominently honoring our history since 1688. 

Positive No depiction of a white person dominating the 
original inhabitants.  I also really like the tree.

Very negative I don’t like it, I like the original City seal better.

Very positive It looks much more modern. 
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Negative its simpler

Very negative

Positive simple and pretty.  

Very positive Simple , concise , clear 

Negative Colors.

Neutral You used the overall design of option A

Positive Simplicity 

Very positive Bold and clear
Positive Simplified & easy to reproduce
Very negative

Very positive It’s clean and balanced. 

Negative I like the inclusion of a tree

Very positive clean and clear
Very negative Includes a tree and "Liberty and Union".
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Very negative Nothing

Very positive It's uncluttered.  It represents all the key elements 
of our city: founding date, 13 villages, orange tint as 
a bow to our high schools and the importance we 
put on education.  The view  of city hall from the 
pond is a brilliant concept.  All in all an excellent 
concept.  Kudos to the many who created this vast 
improvement over our former seal.  It does Newton 
proud.

Positive I like the colors, I like City Hall, I like the trees

Very positive It is simple yet incorporates important elements

Very positive It is succinct yet simple

Negative It’s not the old one. 

Very negative Nothing - it looks unsophisticated and does not 
convey Newton at all

Positive
Very negative NOTHING - DO NOT CHANGE THE SEAL.  

Very positive Town Hall = iconic, perfect symbol to represent our 
city  Less text overall  „City of Newton“ rather than 
just „Newton“
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Very positive Preserves some of the historical and non-offensive 
elements of the current design; I think that 
continuity is valuable

Very negative Don’t like anything on the new proposed seal

Positive Simplicity, non-partisan and not much that can 
offend people

Very positive Simplicity of the design and the recognizability of 
the town hall

Positive Fresh, pretty, unobjectionable.
Very negative The tree

Very positive It's tasteful and articulates liberty as a core value of 
this beautiful community. It looks peaceful, warm, 
and welcoming. 

Very positive More representative of our city. 

Very positive
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Very negative Nothing 

Very negative Nothing 
Very negative I don't. It looks like a child made it on their 

computer in about 5 seconds. 

Very positive It is simple, clear and meaningful.
Positive Its simplicity. 
Very negative The original  Is superior. The notion that we need to 

change the logo is driven by a politically correct 
motivation to change something that no 
meaningful percentage of the city’s population is 
complaining about. 

Very negative

Very negative I like nothing in the new seal. It is just a stylized 
version of city hall, just a brick building like 1000's 
like it in Massachusetts. It negates the historical 
nature of the actual seal and erases native 
Americans s if they never existed

Very negative
Very negative Its inclusion of 13 Villages and the City motto: 

Liberty and Union
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Very positive It's simple and has pretty colors

Very positive clean, uncluttered
Very negative

Very positive
Neutral
Positive That it isn't the current one with Native Americans.

Very positive I appreciate the fact that the tree was still kept on 
the left side that reminds me of an homage to the 
original seal.

Neutral Removed the image of white vs indigenous people 
seeming subservient.

Very positive No evangelical minister 

Negative The one on left and the middle designs are same 
except for colors. This was NOT one of the 3 design 
choices we had. I don’t like either. I like the original 
options. 

Negative At least it isnt abstract or "modern"-looking

Neutral It's clear and simple. The colors are appealing.

Negative do not like it.
Very positive Colors and better resolution
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Very positive That it doesn't have native people, partially 
dressed, being man-splained by a white man. It 
gives the wrong idea about native people.

Very positive More simplified. The wording & locations of the 
important words all improved. inclusion of city hall 
& tree.  

Very positive It's colorful. I like that it incorporates nature and 
city hall.

Very negative Nothing. 

Very positive The depiction of City Hall with the tree and orange 
color behind it.

Very positive Positive, welcoming, peaceful, uncluttered
Very positive Simple colorful and represents Newton though 

don't understand water in front of Newton City Hall.

Very positive simplicity
Neutral Why change the current design.  

Very negative The font is good, as is the year of incorporation as 
well as including Massachusetts. 

Positive Much more modern, clear image of city hall is 
recognizable
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Very negative The shape

Positive simple

Very positive The removal of the evangelist white person

Very negative Nothing! A more amateur seal could not be 
imagined!

Negative Adding the state name

Positive Clean, uncomplicated.

Very positive nice graphic

Very positive Simplicity -- at least, much simpler than the old one

Positive I like the tree

Neutral Removing the colonizing image on the old seal.
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Negative Focusing on city hall; the 13 villages and 

Positive It gets rid of the evangelizing Native American 
people imagery.

Neutral I like the middle one the best

Very positive It is uncluttered and balanced.
Very positive The clarity of the images, the colors (inclusion of 

orange), font, and reference to the 13 villages.

Very negative

Very positive Clean, cheerful, not offensive 
Very positive The pond, the orange sunset, and the tree. I like the 

city hall building, it also makes me think of how the 
library is across the street, which is a wonderful 
place!

Very positive simple, New England feel
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Very positive I like that the new seal reflects a current Newton 
and still pays homage to Newton's history. I feel the 
old seal is not representative of current Newton 
because it depicts a white man speaking to Native 
Americans, which could be seen as racist or 
glorifying colonization and minimizing the 
disastrous steps white colonials took to extinguish 
Native American populations. I much prefer the 
new seal!

Very negative Nothing. There is nothing special or unique about it 
nor does it represent anything about our city. In 
fact, it looks like clip art with a generic government 
building that doesn’t even look like city hall. Yes, it 
has important words on it, but the spirit and values 
of the city couldn’t be captured in any way in the 
design? A giant tree with 13 leaves? a book to 
represent our passion for education?

Very positive colors, simplicity/straightforwardness, the tree, the 
orange (high school) color which gives sense of 
sunrise - exudes optimism (or sundown exuding 
calm/serenity)

Neutral It's innocuous (unlike the previous one). 

Positive
Very positive Takes away the horrible image of a white man 

subjugating native americans
Positive it is very clear and easy to read
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Very negative simplicity and readability

Very negative

Positive 1688 and "liberty and Union"

Positive Good mix of original elements and updates 

Very positive
Very positive I like the depiction of City Hall and the omission of 

John Elliot.
Very positive Simple, looks good, makes sense
Very positive The clarity, vibrant colors, and fonts project 

optimism and a positive image of Newton.
Negative I like that it has changed the problematic aspects of 

our prior city seal

Very positive View of City Hall, with tree and pond.
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Positive The tree.

Neutral legible
Very positive Simple, non-provocative - something all can live 

with.  More modern look/feel & inclusive.  Nice to 
acknowledge the orange in  school colors.  

Very positive Simple but beautiful and very clear. I like the City 
hall and the orange

Very negative Looks like a child did it  How could this be the 
“best” that came out of a multi-year process?  And 
lots of money to a graphics company?  AI could 
have generated this generic seal for free. 

Very positive It is very simple but comprehensive 
Positive Use of colors and removal of prostrate native 

Americans being lectured by a caucasian.
Negative I like the original better

Very positive All the changes that were made! Huge 
improvement!

Positive The clean, clear design as well as the colors chosen. 

Negative water and the tree, sky color, thirteen villages
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Very positive i like how the tree is carried over from the original 
seal, new seal has nice clean lines & is very colorful 
its a beautiful view of city hall & the water out i 
front, the blue sky & orange hues, like mentioned 
the high school color.

Neutral It’s rather boring to be honest. The old design was 
better 

Very negative Almost nothing. Very bland. Two towers are 
confusing and meaningless. Building is nondescript. 

Very negative Horrible 
Very positive it's very clear, both in design and also in conveying 

information.  I lie it much better than any of the 
designs in previous surveys

Positive clear, positive, symbolic.
Positive The water 

Positive Simple and Clear design, beautiful.

Very negative
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Negative That 13 villages are mentioned 

Very positive Straight forward design. Like that city hall is 
depicted. Tree is great idea

Negative Very simplistic design.  The previous one was 
visually intricate and beautiful. This one looks like a 
filler graphic from an elementary school math 
textbook.

Positive simplicity. colors, removal of the demeaning pix of 
Native Americans.

Negative I like its simplicity. 

Negative It references the 13 villages.
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Neutral The orange, the tree, mention of the thirteen 
villages.

Neutral It's more straightforward/less cluttered than 
original.

Neutral The first outer layer about Newton

Very negative Nothing comes to mind. Well, nothing in the way of 
a WOW! thought.  And where are... the People -- 
including the Nonantum Indians?

Very negative I do not like that you are erasing history.  Also funds 
can be better used as we have horrible roads that 
need to be fixed.  I know your answer is it will be 
phased in but this is a complete waste of taxpayers 
money.
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Negative No native Americans, so getting rid of the offensive 
parts of the seal is a good thing!

Very positive It looks so much cleaner. The old one looks too 
busy.

Positive
Very positive The simplicity and view of City Hall.
Very negative Including the text thirteen villages

Very negative Nothing.
Very positive
Positive
Very positive Symmetry
Positive Clean design. Off center city hall with tree

Very positive no longer offensive.  gets rid of the confusing 
"nonantum".  strong graphics, good color, clean, no 
longer somewhat garbled

Very positive Very clean, highlights City Hall as the anchor, 
minimal verbiage around the edge.

Very positive It has clarity and balance. I like that it includes 
water, a tree and greenery, and a sunset sky, along 
with City Hall. It conveys a harmony and 
peacefulness, which underscores the liberty and 
unity we value.

Very negative Nothing

Positive It has all the text elements one would want. It isn't 
offensive.

Very positive It is simple but captures a new forward thinking 
direction for Newton.

Very positive the text is clean and descriptive. the images of a 
tree, water, and an iconic building evoke the spirit 
of the city.

Very negative nothing, leave it alone
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Very negative

Very negative You are including the original native's of Nonantum 
. Again they're forgotten.

Very positive All the text is well chosen, larger, much clearer, and 
easier to read. aAll real wins. 

Very positive Most like?  Not just one thing. The design is simple 
and straightforward; the colors are attractive; the 
words clearly identify the city. It's excellent.

Neutral It’s an improvement on the old one 

Very positive Clear and easy to read. 
Very negative nothing

Neutral

Very positive Simple, clear, no kneeing Indians

Very negative Nothing
Very negative Probably best not to show the native Americans in 

what could be construed as a demeaning posture. 

Negative

Very negative

Very positive The nod to the villages
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Neutral The colors are vibrant.  I like the wording and set up 
of the wording.

Positive
Positive simpler than the current design

Negative City Hall does not depict Newton. It is just a building

Positive It does not disrespect native people. It’s simple, yet 
captures many facets of our city.

Very negative Nothing 

Very positive Highlights the best building in Newton
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Positive featured city hall building, kept the wording the 
same but simplified

Positive Simple, easy to read, captures the most important 
points of the City.

Very positive Focusing on City Hall. Very well done.

Positive Its simplicity, colors, and clarity.

Negative Not much. 

Very positive Clean, representative, and neutral! good!
Positive much better than the current seal
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Negative I really like using the tree in design. The use of 
“1688” is appropriate, and the font choice is 
excellent. Including the state is also a welcome 
touch.

Negative

Positive I like that it highlights our city's landscape, with its 
water features, trees, and other green spaces

Very negative Nothing keep it the old seal

Very negative Nothing

Very positive Clarity
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Very positive a graceful old tree is present. "1688" is visible.

Positive Simplicity, looks good in B&W (color too 
cartoonish), I like only having the one date,  
thirteen villages is a good add

Negative Nothing

Neutral The tree on the left is a nice homage to the current 
city seal.

Neutral City Hall Picture

Very positive Simplicity

Very positive
Neutral The text

Very positive It is the right blend of detailed yet simple.
Negative the tree

Neutral Nice content.
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Neutral It's colorful.  But why pick this building, which is 
more reminiscent of the 50''s or 60's white man's 
architecture.  .  How about a 2025 pollinator garden 
instead of grass, with people agreeing to 
something, in the spirit of the original city seal, 
which had some inherent  impulse of friendship and 
cooperation .

Very negative that it states 1688

Very positive It’s colorful and simple
Negative

Negative I like the graphic

Positive clear, clean, and pleasant

Very positive It’s much more simple than the previous seal and 
also looks good in color and black and white. 

Very positive It is clean and abandons the awful visual (John Elliot 
evangelizing) of the original city seal. 
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Negative The font is clear.

Negative Thirteen Villages

Very positive It is contemporary and shows relevant images. The 
design is good artistically and the colors are well 
balanced.N

Very positive I like that it's not centered on City Hall and includes 
a tree.  

Very positive It is unique to Newton
Very positive Everything.

Very positive Simple, clean lines 
Positive The tree

Positive It is clear and clean
Very positive More contemporary.  Prominence of City Hall.  

Very negative

Very positive Clean, simple, calm and clear
Very positive It's clear and attractive, and it aligns with Newton's 

history and values.  
Very positive Modern, tasteful design
Very positive Clear to read and good use of color
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Very positive I like the enhanced circle.

Very positive It highlights the building that houses the work of 
our local democracy

Neutral The design will remain clear when it is reduced in 
size.

Very positive Simplicity, colors, layout 

Very negative It incorporates nature, in the form of a tree

Positive The tree 
Negative The fonts

Very positive All of it
Very positive
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Positive The old (current) city seal is terrible.  I like the 
simplified graphics of this new design and the 
natural elements (pond, tree, sky).  The use of High 
School team colors is clever.

Very negative You can read it

Very positive
Neutral Clean design

Very negative Not really anything.

Very positive Tree
Positive Using one year 1688, including 13 villages, 

removing Nonantum. 
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Positive Bold colors and lines

Very negative nothing

Neutral Easy to read but simplistic/ cartoonish.

Very positive
Very negative
Very positive Simple and clean. Appreciate the removal of John 

Eliot evangelizing Indigenous people which is 
completely inappropriate and out of date.

Very negative Keep it the original 
Very negative nothing

Very positive
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Positive Clear. Good colors and graphics. 

Positive Appropriate information & typography, iconic city 
hall, tree carried over from original seal

Positive Attractive design

Negative

Very positive I love incorporating the orange, original fonts, and 
other traditional elements along with featuring the 
beautiful city hall. 

Neutral The black and white version seems simple and eye-
catching.

Very positive Less cluttered. Less religion / preaching to 
indigenous peoples.  

Very positive
Positive
Very positive simple clear lines
Very positive Appealing and representative 
Very positive water, tree, and history
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Very negative Nothing!

Very positive Clean lines of state house
Positive Attractive, professional design. I like the colors. 

Negative The building does not look like city hall. the big tree 
would be on the right and the fountain in front is 
made tiny so this just looks like a municipal 
building, but not Newton City Hall.  

Negative

Negative The heavy/thick line drawing.

Very positive Simple but keeps the positive aspects of our old 
seal. 

Very positive simplicity and colors
Very negative The colors.

Positive simplicity, color
Positive
Neutral I like that it says 13 villages 

Positive Visually sharp, captures the feel of the "Garden 
City" with the tree and City Hall.  Avoids problems 
of inclusivity/represenatation by focusing on city 
attributes rather than specific people.  

Very positive picture of City Hall, tree and what looks like water

Neutral all wording in language font etc

Very positive Keeps key features but clean design
Positive Layout, prominence of city hall and the pond, 

preservation of Liberty and Union
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Very positive It's clear & simple, not cluttered 
Very positive
Very negative Nothing

Very negative Including the term 13 villages. 

Positive The simplicity of the seal.
Very positive the balance of the colours, and the balance of the 

elements in the design.

Negative Decent portrayal of City Hall

Very negative Nothing.  -a cartoonish, supercilious, ahistorical 
waste of money and effort for political ‘virtue 
signaling’… 

Very positive It’s simplicity

Positive
Very positive attractive, iconic

Very positive I like that it includes the same color palette as the 
previous design and that the blue and orange are 
incorporated as a gradient in the background. The 
seal is much more prominent and simplified with 
the view of City Hall.

Very positive Vibrant color - clear and strong. Captures the 
essence of the City Hall beautifully.

Positive It is more friendly and welcoming
Very positive Clean looking. Simple.
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Neutral Simplicity

Positive The colors are vibrant.

Neutral The orange color. The 13 villages. The year founded. 

Positive Not cluttered 
Very positive the color scheme and font, very clean design
Very positive Simplicity 

Very positive Simple & eye catching, though my Newton North 
teenager says it looks tacky, like a kindergartener 
drew it up.

Negative Everything except the art style 

Neutral

Very positive It contains many elements linked to newton
Very negative The color scheme is fine. 

Very positive It is clear and simplified and has important info 
around the rim. The old seal was cluttered and 
demeaning to the indigenous people depicted. 

Very negative Nothing

Positive The words used. The tree.

Positive Clean, iconic design without the patronizing image 
of conquest.
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Neutral simplicity

Neutral That it is not offensive

Very positive
Very positive
Positive I like the cleaner look to the design. The wording is 

more legible and meaningful to our current city.

Positive I like the inclusion of the specific elements Mayor 
Fuller described in her newsletter about the design, 
and how they are placed on the seal--both the 
wording and the picture.

Very positive It's friendly and colorful.

Positive Its simplicity, and the fact that there are no people.

Very positive Very neat and attractive and shows the values of 
Newton
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Positive It looks reasonably professional, and removes the 
offensive imagery. The lettering around the seal 
look more professional than the original one.

Neutral

Very positive Simplicity and clarity
Very negative Nothing about it Looks to cartoonish no detail like 

the original one
Negative it's better in black and white

Very positive Colors used
Negative everything but the coloring

Very positive Good mix of traditional and modern.  Like the 
simplicity.

Very positive Simple, clean design and reflects past (1688, liberty 
and union) and present (13 villages).

Negative
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Positive Simple without looking like a cartoon or a 
commercial logo. We are a city, not an app or a 
burger joint or a pro sports team.

Very positive simple, modern, not racist.  :)

Neutral

Positive bringing villages and city hall together
Very negative Could be worse! At least it doesn't try to do 

anything too flashy.

Very positive Simple, clear

Very negative Very basic grade school design. Hope the city didn’t 
pay a significant amount of taxpayer funds for this. 

Very negative Nothing. It looks like something my 6th grader 
would turn in.

Very positive clean, colorful but translates well to black and 
white, and easy to read.

Neutral

Very negative Nothing
Negative

Very positive Clean, everything is legible. Recognizable image. 
Love villages reference

Positive
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Very positive Message is clear and easy to read. Like the tree and 
the simplified version of City Hall. Much improved 
from previous rounds.

Very positive Clean
Very positive

Very positive
Neutral Nothing

Positive Clarity of information

Positive Simplicity 
Very negative very bland 

Neutral Nothing   It is a bit childish 

Positive Simplicity

Positive

Negative clean graphics and less historically troublesome 
than the previous seal

Negative text surrounding the outside

Very positive captures the best of Newton
Very negative It’s a change of the old seal

Very positive Easy to read and recognize and simple.
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Very positive It's not racist.

Negative The logo does not look sophisticated enough to 
show the rich character of the city. It looks like a 
cheap graphic design. 

Very negative

Very positive
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What would you change about 
the draft design?

Do you have any additional comments or 
suggestion regarding the draft design?

Looks very casual/cartoonish. It needs to look more professional and realistic 
if this is what will be depicted on the seal. 

The quality of the 
illustration/drawing seems very 
poor. It looks like bad clip art. I 
would change it to be a much 
better drawing.

Please go back to the drawing board. The 
proposed design is of poor quality and lifeless. 
It looks very amateurish.

Go back to the original seal. It is 
our history and we have grown 
from it. 

It’s boring. The original seal has character and 
is authentic. The new seal is sterile, bland, and 
cookie cutter and meant to appease everyone 
and satisfy no one. Leave it alone!!!! 

leave it alone go back to the original
Keep the original seal. Stop 
pandering to woke cancel culture. 

See above

Keep indigenous people in it, not 
erase their existence 
In the monochrome version the 
tree branches looks like a cloud.  It 
is clear in the color version

Can I assume the tower in the background 
refers to the library?

Plz keep the current city seal Ditch it!!!!  The original seal is fine. Why 
change tradition

Change is unnecessary. Erasing 
history. New design is boring 

Thank you Councilor Malakie

Everything, it looks so 
unprofessional and simple. Can’t 
believe money was spent on this. 

It looks like clip art. No detail, does not look 
professional. 

Keep it the same Don’t change it
I wouldn't focus on city hall.  It is a 
boring building that no one thinks 
about as an important feature of 
Newton.

It is non-offensive but looks like a tourist 
magnate.  

Less cartoony

Nothing

#55-24



Pick a single symbol. (Example 
seals: Phoenix, the City of Dallas, 
City of Oakland, Hillsborough 
County, City of Miami, City of 
Heppner Oregon. Even Worcester 
has a primary symbol.) Use that 
symbol as a wordmark -- put the 
symbol on everything. Make it 
contemporary so that people can 
draw it.

Some people like the tree design, other people 
like the city hall design. Just put both to make 
everybody happy! Ugh. Makes everything too 
busy. Be bold and pick something! Terrible to 
put such a busy-looking picture on trash cans

Make it more interesting and less 
like clip art 

Try again

Nothing. Vote yes on the new seal.

just because you can use a lot of 
colors, doesn't always mean you 
should. Gradient colors look corny 
and computery to my eyes. 

hire an entirely different artist. it looks like clip 
art. 

Keep it the way it is now No anyone who thinks about changing it has 
too much time on their hands. 
The original seal is beautiful and allows for the 
continuity and respect of our history.

the third design shown (furthest 
right) is difficult to read and makes 
me dizzy. no idea why we need 
asterisks in it, either. 

please remove the third design / one furthest 
to the right. Was anyone from an accessibility 
perspective consulted on how hard that one is 
to read?

Keep the original - no need to 
change what isn't needed to 
change

Let's rewrite our history. Shall we ignore the 
Civil War as well?

Remove "City of."   Why is it 
needed?  Somehow make more 
historical; less commercial.  
Perhaps different fonts might help.   

Suggest that designer propose alternative 
designs that residents can weigh in on.  Hard 
to judge in the abstract.
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I like the stars and leafs from the 
old one. I guess that goes against 
my simplification comment but 
something like stars next to the 
Massachusetts may look nice. Not 
sure though. 

I can’t wait for us to stop talking about this. 

incorporate the words liberty and 
union

No reason to change it.  And why 
the focus on City Hall??  It’s a 
building - La de da.  There’s 
nothing special about it and says 
nothing about what the city and its 
residents are all about. 

The existing seal was historically accurate, 
focused on tradition and payed homage to our 
first peoples. 

Scrap it... It says nothing about Newton.  At least the 
current seal tries to explain a story in history, 
close to the city's founding.  What is wrong 
with the current seal?  Put clothes on the 
natives if that makes you uncomfortable...

I would do a complete redesign of 
the original.

Scrap it.

nothing This is a worthy effort.  Thank you.

Take it off the draft board and into 
the trash barrel

can it

Leave the as is.
I think it needs more depth with 
shadow. The drawing style, 
especially the colored version, 
feels very much like a 2D cartoon. 
The building, especially the 
entrance, and tree feel like they 
are flat. The bushes are very 
round, the tree leaves are more 
cloud-like than leaf-like.  I know it 
needs to read well small, but I 
think you can add depth without 
detail.

I think it's nearly there and is huge  
improvement even if it's not further refined. 
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City Hall should have an American 
Flag.

I am (mostly) against changing the seal, 
however, I do like the simplicity of the 
proposed design, which is easier on the eye 
than the previous.

I absolutely hate the image inside 
the circle. It looks juvenile, city hall 
is a ridiculous image to use that 
doesn’t exemplify Newton and is 
ugly. I would much prefer 
something that is in line with us 
being the garden city, something 
attractive, and using a different 
drawing style that is more realistic 
vs hand drawn looking.

I am so glad we are changing the seal, but for 
this to be what you came up with is 
embarrassing. It looks so incredibly stupid and 
ugly. BEGGING you to rethink this image.

Everything. This seal is boring and 
really is not special to our city. It 
also does not look professionally 
done at all.

Please do not make this our seal. The old one 
should be replaced but this one is not good.

Keep the people in it This is a waste of money
City Hall is our premier asset?  It’s 
a lazy design.

Do not recall a huge community outcry that 
the seal needed to be changed changed.  
Change for the sake change.

The body og water front and 
center makes no sense at all. Who 
thinks of lakes first when they 
think of Newton???  The color 
combination looks both 
elementary and stale at the same 
time, like we are stuck in the 1950s. 

Would a bit of art be out of the question? Less 
literal interpretations and more daring and 
thought provoking but beautiful lines would do 
us a world of good. 

Waste of money to change it
nothing Love the colors
I would make it less cartoon-like.  
It looks like it was done in 
Sketchup.  Reminds me of the 
Simpsons.

Use more sophisticated colors, make less 
cartoon like.
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I know it is difficult to make a 
design that is not too "busy." I 
think this is probably a 
compromise that was reached 
since it would be difficult to convey 
all the villages. But what if it was a 
variation on this with a 
compressed "aerial" view showing 
city hall in the foreground + 
tree/pond and in the background 
the outline of buildings that look 
residential and commercial plus 
outlines of trees, like a low skyline? 

I appreciate that Newton is going through the 
process of getting rid of the old seal.

- Feature something actually 
unique about Newton, e.g. show 
the Jackson Homestead that was 
part of the Underground Railroad 
or Heartbreak Hill  - More 
sophisticated drawing technique.

It's just so incredibly generic. It could be any 
New England town hall.

Keep the original I think the city should focus on saving tax 
payers money  or a proper concession building 
for Newton North not on the silly alteration of 
a city seal because three people didn’t like it.   

Leave it as it was.  History matters. Get rid of city hall.  Government works for the 
people.  City hall should not be on the seal.

Remove “THIRTEEN VILLAGES” and 
better incorporate this as a visual 
(leaves on a tree?). Remove city 
hall as the central focus - looks like 
an academic building. Is the water 
feature the Charles River? 

We can do better. Delay the vote and seek 
additional community feedback. Are there 
local artists that could better reflect our city? 
High school students? Overall, this seal misses 
the mark. 

Leave the current seal as is - don’t 
do a new one 

Don’t try to fix what ain’t broke  Leave the seal 
alone 
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The City Hall building feels like an 
odd choice to have as the main 
centerpiece of the design. It also 
feels simplistic, almost childish. I 
would instead like to see 
incorporated a village center 
image, a historic home, more 
gardens in addition to a tree (we 
are the Garden City), a book or 
another image to relate to our 
commitment to education.

Instead of City Hall, please consider a village 
center image, a historic home, more gardens in 
addition to a tree (we are the Garden City), a 
book or another image to relate to our 
commitment to education.

I wish it could have something 
iconic about the city,  but the city 
doesn't have anything iconic. 

Not have it!! It’s a waste of money! Instead of wasting our tax dollars on misc 
items. You should lower the water bills so the 
middle to low income families can still afford 
to live here.  

Modern, clean, community, 
garden!!  Not a big ugly building.

Hire a real designer and provide multiple 
options for a vote.

It's a bit boring/could be any city 
hall, the image doesn't seem to be 
special to Newton unless there is 
other symbolism I am missing. 

Thank you for changing the seal

the design is simple- almost child-
like.  I would try a different font.  
The city is not city hall.  No gravitas

try again

Crisper drawing, more true to life, 
lose tree, straight on view of 
building

Much better than old one!
Nothing Maybe include 13 stars in the sky for the 

villages instead of the text?
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It seems very simple. It doesn't feel 
like it represents the city of 
Newton or the 13 villages well. We 
went from having dates for 
founded/incorporated/city to just 
one date. 

Somebody created a seal using AI and at no 
cost and that is receiving more favorable 
comments in the Newton Facebook group than 
the city's proposed seal. How much did this 
cost the city to come up with? Eek.

Very blasé . No sense of history. 
Little detail. Just boring. 

The angle of City Hall. The double 
white cupolas look odd. The tree is 
too large. 

Eliminate one cupola and make the tree 
smaller. 

The graphics used in the city hall 
representations are too basic and 
city hall is not a main focus for the 
city as a whole.  And the one with 
the native people is far too busy 
and leaves out current day 
representation 

These designs are very underwhelming for 
what I’d consider good representation of this 
great city.  They look like they were designed 
by a middle school graphic design program.  
The focus on city hall seems like it’s what the 
mayor wants to focus on herself and the 
bureaucracy of this town.  The native design 
could be nice but it’s far too busy and leaves 
out current day trends.  Something that 
represents the diversity of the 13 villages and 
the people that create the pedigree of this city 
seem to have been left out.  

Stay with the old one Waste of time and money
Leave the City Seal alone. Ther is 
nothing wrong with it

Leave the City Seal alone. There is nothing 
wrong with  it.
Looks like a child's drawing.

Start over. It sort of seems like we 
have not figured out what makes 
Newton special. Is it City hall? Kind 
of borning.  Crystal lake? Schools? 
Heartbreak hill, diversity, historic 
railroad stations, something 
related to the 13 villages, 
connections.  I dont know it just 
seems, plain. 

Think about what is important to Newton and 
look at these:   Similar: 
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2020/
05/north-ridgeville-residents-came-out-strong-
to-support-city-services-levies.html    More 
fun, graphic clean, different: 
https://www.yourobserver.com/news/2023/fe
b/22/second-vote-required-to-officially-adopt-
new-city-seal/    Unique: 
https://sigtrib.com/signal-hill-redesigns-city-
seal-ahead-of-centennial-anniversary/

People of different life stages, to 
represent a heartbeat
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I'm just not sure it's particularly 
unique to Newton- but then again, 
I'm not sure how to make it stand 
out.
tone down the color

Make a more realistic illustration 
of City hall.

I prefer the old seal and am against the change.

Different topic.  Make it about the 
people or community - not about a 
building or the City Hall. 

Redo and resubmit.  Don’t make it about a 
building or city government. Make it about 
people.   Please.  

Great progress! The prior seal is long overdue 
for retirement.
This is nice

I prefer a seal that shows people 
and tells a story.   A building is 
boring and unimaginative, except 
maybe for the imagined lake in 
front of it.

I like seeing the history of Newton around the 
outside of the old seal.  Why eliminate it?  
Why change it at all?

Discard it, shut-down this money-
wasting effort and move on.

We don't need a super-woke minority of 
activists meddling in our city's traditions.
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The design style reads as cartoon-
ish to me- would prefer a slightly 
more either conventional line 
drawn style, OR modern 
(although.. we all know that won't 
work for our community. heh.)     
Color and line: I think you could 
shift with color and line just slightly 
to improve without big changes - 
I'm thinking a little bit more like in 
this style of Hokusai - maybe 
adding some stippling to your tree: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kajik
azawa_in_Kai_Province#/media/Fil
e:Hokusai45_kajikazawa.jpg    The 
green/blue/orange read a little bit 
as a clashing color.     Font choices: 
currently struggling with the 
mismatch between the numerical 
font of 1688 vs. the other fonts, as 
well as the fact that the number 
doesn't curve around the edge. 
The C and the O mid-letter serifs 
are wildly distracting and look like 
nipples. (Sorry.) 

Happy to chat more specifics; sorry this is like 
an unwanted crit for you. I'm sure Newtonians 
have a lot of feelings. Happy to chat in more 
detail. - Sam. 

Glorifies city government building, 
including a “pond” that is barely a 
body of water. The 13 villages, 
trees and garden city aspect seem 
incidental. 

Do over. Theres a better version on the 
community forum. 

The picture in the middle - while of 
city hall, it doesn't necessary 
reflect the 13 villages OR liberty 
and union.

Is there something a bit more conceptual that 
could be considered that integrates the 13 
villages?

I guess "liberty and union" don't 
mean much to me so that could be 
replaced with "the Garden City" 
but also fine as is!

Nice work, thank you!
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It’s quite bland. Add more flowers 
because we are known as “the 
Garden City” after all.  Play up the 
nature and the pond around city 
hall and reduce emphasis of city 
hall.

It is very boring - could be any 
town. Would appreciate something 
more historic other than a building 
and a pond.
Not focus on City Hall, the tree is 
still broccoli-like, keep the color 
version vs black line drawing

Keep the original please. It is our history, and 
that should not be changed.

Many of the draft designs 
proposed in ‘24 are superior to 
those proposed in ‘25, let alone 
those circulating in various 
subgroups. 

Why are we embarking on this exercise 
anyway?

It feels a bit generic. Also, I would 
prefer to see 1630, rather than 
1688 as the year shown. I would 
remove "City of" as well. I dislike 
the gradient background in the 
color version.

Something more unique - city hall 
is such a boring choice 

I understand why you all want to change the 
seal but ironically you are erasing Native 
Americans from Newton history 

I wasn't sure what building this was 
- looks like the water is a 
prominent feature of the location.  
Looks more like a building at 
Harvard than City Hall

Take out the city hall. Its Orwellian. 
Its like big government in the 
middle as opposed to people of 
the city or villages or something 
more inclusive.

Do NOT like it.

#55-24



The front entrance of City Hall is 
too big, and the fountain is way 
too small. I'd like to see more 
emphasis on the fountain and less 
on the giant white geometric 
shape sticking out from city hall. 

I like the touch of orange for the high schools. 
It seems that we lose some history by only 
having one date on the seal - whereas the old 
one shows when it was founded, when it 
became a town, and when it became a city. 
How did we pick the "town" date to put on the 
seal instead of any of the others?

Can’t think of anything I think it’s a great design in that it’s simple, 
doesn’t try to pack any agenda into it

No need for the new design.  You 
can’t change history 

Leave the old seal alone and focus funds on 
fixing the roads and eliminating the rats 

Add detail -- it feels too simple / 
generic
This doesn’t reflect Newton, just 
shows the city hall building. I like 
the call out of 13 villages and it 
would be nice to show them 
represented in the seal. I also don’t 
like how off centered the city of 
Newton looks at the top. We could 
do it on 2/3 line so we can center 
Newton. Or do we even need “city 
of”?

Please do not approve the current design. It 
fully lacks Newton character and needs to 
better represent the richness of this city, not 
city hall. 

I like the original seal’s 
informational text and goes 
around. Also, I find it interesting 
that it said “Nonantum” on it. Was 
Nonantum the first village? That’s 
pretty cool if there’s a reason it 
said Nonantum. Keep Nonantum 
and the other text - that’s a part of 
history that’s not offensive, right? 
(I have no doubt this is a reason 
some people think the City has an 
issue with Nonantum.)

Leave the original text. Change the image.
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This could be a seal for every town 
in the US. It is too generic. I think 
that the goal is to”simple” and non-
offensive so I guess we did not 
want to use anything distinguishing 
about the city to avoid offending 
anyone who doesn’t live in that 
village? The current design is too 
simple with no representation of 
the city.

I am but an expert on city seals and maybe it 
needs to be super simple for printing. 
Ultimately, I would  recommend to not invest 
too much more into it, make it clear in the 
messaging that it needs to be a simple design, 
cannot include people or actual landmarks due 
to complexity and cost or whatever else were 
the guidelines for the artist. 

Everything No
The building. Why, this doesn’t 
represent all of Newton. All the 
villages, 

We have so Many villages and this is what was 
chosen. Idk. How I feel it’s not exciting. It’s blah

I really like the history and dates 
on the original seal of when the 
city was incorporated, became a 
town and then a city, I think that 
should be included in the new 
version as well. 

The picture. I wouldn't change the 
current seal.

The word Nonantum should be incorporated 

It should keep the founded date, 
because it gives it even more 
history. 
Make the building smaller, so we 
see more of the tree and water. 
The tree and water are 
recognizable as such in the color 
version of the seal from the colors, 
but we need to see more of the 
tree's shape and the water's edge 
in the black and white version to 
recognize what they are.

Make the building smaller, so we see more of 
the tree and water. The tree and water are 
recognizable as such in the color version of the 
seal from the colors, but we need to see more 
of the tree's shape and the water's edge in the 
black and white version to recognize what they 
are.

Make it more personalized to 
Newton. Doesn’t even look like city 
hall. Doesn’t portray anything that 
honors our city. Says nothing about 
the evolution of Newton year it 
was founded, made into a town 
and then city etc. 

Our tax dollars are going into this the least we 
could do is find a talented graphic designer. 
This is plain ugly. Do better Newton! 
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Central image is uninspiring. Only 
looks palatable in comparison to 
the 3 puzzling earlier choices. 
Newton would be better 
represented by something unique 
to Newton -- either a view of 
Hemlock Gorge and Echo Bridge 
(like the painting in City Hall 
meeting room), which is inspiring 
and would reflect the importance 
of the Charles River, or, if a 
building, the Jackson Homestead, 
to reflect Newton's history and 
residents' participation in the 
abolitionist movement.

People didn't have very good choices to vote 
on (A,B,C). Two of them were views of City 
Hall. Should have started with an open design 
competition to tap the imagination and 
creativity of Newton residents and anyone else 
who wanted to participate. At this point, tell 
people, this is the default -- who's got a better 
idea?

Keep the original I love the original one. No need to change it.

I would include the indians  The old 
seal was MUCH better

Why did it have to be redesigned ?   Is this the 
politically correct version?   The WOKE version?

Love it. I wouldn't change anything.

Remove City Hall. Make the design 
graphically simpler and clearer, so 
that it is "readable" when reduced 
in size. Either remove "Thirteen 
Villages," or reflect the thirteen 
villages graphically in some way (a 
polygon with thirteen sides, or 
thirteen circles around the edge).

A camel is a horse designed by committee.

I wish it had more of a 
representation of the thirteen 
villages. Ex. thirteen stars, small 
symbols representing each, etc. 

Adding more depth to the drawing would 
enhance the elegance that comes with the City 
of Newton

It could be livelier. It seems a little 
flat with no humans in it.

How about people holding hands and dancing 
around Crystal Lake? Like the famous Matisse 
painting.
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Remove the government building.  
I don't think a city seal should have 
government be the main focal 
point.

Newton is the garden city, but there's no 
garden in the seal, just a small side of a tree.  
Add something that better represents 13 small 
villages coming together as one larger 
community, which is what I think makes 
Newton very unique.

I fail to see Newton depicted in this 
image. It resembles city buildings 
all over the state. And honestly 
looks more like Franklin school 
than city hall.

This is the best design someone could come up 
with? Sad that we paid someone to come up 
with this. I’ve seen nicer designs coming from 
the students at North in the graphics program.

Ugly Do not spend my tax dollars on this
Nothing that stands out in the new seal. 
Doesn’t tell a story to a new viewer. Just a 
building and the rest you have to read on 
Wikipedia. The older seal just with one picture 
of two different groups was enriched with 
history and how everything started in Newton. 
It was more bold and telling. Hope it helps. 

I thought that it would include 
something about indigenous 
people which seems to be missing 
in this design. 

Seems focus is on city hall. That is not what I 
think of when I think of Newton. I guess we 
don't have another iconic image of Newton.

The drawing. I think it could focus 
more on the tree. It could include 
something about education and 
about the marathon. I think the 13 
villages should be included 
graphically, symbolically, as 
opposed to as a sentence spelled 
out. 

A resident, Andrew Gershfeld, came up with a 
great design! I think it's worth it taking a look. 
It includes almost all of the elements. 

I think the “brick red” is way too 
dark. Make it more like the  
bricks.

The color in the outer ring needs to “pop” in 
the small version. I can see it in the bigger 
version, but it doesn’t look like it has any color 
in the tiny version..

I wish we could include both 1630 
and 1688, as those dates are both 
important and impressive.

So glad Newton decided to update our seal.

I wouldn’t change the original City 
Seal.

In my opinion, I prefer the original seal better. 
It is much more historically accurate and 
nostalgic.

Nothing. This is definitely needed. The old one is ugly. 

#55-24



add a little more history--the 
current seal is good -n-color!

to plain--

its not the original if its not broke dont fix it. its 
a waste of time and money just leave the 
original one alone

the colorized version makes it look 
like a cartoon.  I would not colorize 
it. 

maybe put a flag on the design ?

Add American flag to represent our nation 

Make it less boring. You should 
have hired a real artist.

I said what I said.

I would make the building look like 
the one in the original design of 
option A.

Insert the building from option A.  

there are people in town - but not 
sure how you handle that diversity 

Nothing

I would like to preserve the original design, as 
it holds significant historical value.     -- from 
Liu Hong at West Newton.

The shrubbery in front of city hall is 
odd. In the B&W version, it looks 
like mounds of hay or piles of 
leaves. Also, is there a font (?) on 
the lawn? It’s not as iconic or 
recognizable as city hall, and I’m 
not sure of its purpose in the 
design other than to ground the 
building.  

It’s a huge improvement! 

It looks too simplistic and 
cartoony. I would also change the 
angle/perspective of the seal, and 
the color choice.

Please change

nothing
The design demonstrates minimal 
artistic skill and creativity, with 
limited incorporation of city values 
or historical figures. It appears to 
lack thoughtful planning and effort, 
leaving significant room for 
improvement.

Start over, and include some historical values, 
buildings aren't forever. The City of Newton is 
more than a building on Comm Ave. 
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To be more realistic.  The building 
is not shown as it actually is in real 
life.  It does not end at the fourth 
window.  

Don't make it look so cartoonish.  

Nothing

The bushes in front of city hall look 
like the grass and make it look like 
there are 2 archways ... making 
this not really look like city hall. 
can you make a series of smaller 
bushes? or change the shape of 
the bushes. I find this really 
distracting every time I look at this 
otherwise really nice design!

congratulations on this work.

Not sure what the projection is on 
the upper back of right roof. And I 
think it would look more 
welcoming if the appearance of 
front doors were included.

Will this be the same size as our prior seal? It 
appears smaller.

The entire thing. Please consider Andrew Gershfeld design. It’s 
brilliant! 

Less imposing city hall, more focus 
on the 13 villages

Please re-think.  We can do better.

KEEP THE ORIGINAL SEAL - Is the 
Mayor afraid to keep Nonantum 
on the seal???

THE CITY OF NEWTON CANNOT AFFORD THIS.  
Just ridiculous.  LEAVE THE SEAL AS IT IS.

Further simplify text - remove „13 
villages“ - not sure why that was 
added in the first place?

Still a bit busy - graphics could be further 
simplified by „zooming in“  more - focus on the 
turret feature of City Hall instead of showing 
the entire building. 
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The theme of "garden city" does 
not stand out as much as it might -- 
perhaps this was deemed a lesser 
priority?

Thank you to all who were involved in this 
worthy effort

I would get rid of draft and leave 
the existing seal

Leave the existing seal - DO NOT REPLACE

The drawing seems to simple like a 
child did it.
nothing

Put the Indigenous Native Indian 
human beings back in the seal!!!!

Should go back and rethink taking the 
Indigenous inhabitants out of the seal!! Should 
just take the preacher Out!!! Leave the Indians 
alone!! What an insult to them!! So 
disrespectful to them they were here First?? 
Least we forget?? What a disgrace!! City 
Council you should be ashamed of this!!! 
Wiping out the Native People once again!! 
Unbelievably wrong direction? What is this 
teaching our children? Nothing but Callous 
Disregard for the Native peoples and Their 
History in Their Lands!!! With all due respect!!!

Nothing. Well done! Thanks to all who worked on this. It's beautiful 
and represents the community proudly 

I would add flowers and plants - a 
garden- by the building structure 
since we are the garden city. I also 
would place a duck and ducklings 
on the pond and an eagle flying in 
the sky. The duck represents the 
Newton families who generation 
after generation return home to 
raise their families. It’s also a 
beautiful link to the greater Mass 
connection of make way for 
ducklings. The eagle would 
symbolize our operation within the 
greater United States. 

It’s a great project and the outcome is 
wonderful.
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The water at the bottom is horrible Why put a building.. that doesn’t show history 

Keep original Leave it alone 
The original had some character 
and history. I don't think there is 
any real reason to change it or 
waste $ on it. Get your priorities 
straight. 

Stop wasting time and $ on issues that don't 
help people. It will cost too much $  

I would  Eliminate it We should keep the original 

It looks like a kid who just learned 
how to use a computer made it

Start over

Keep the current one or make one 
that reflects the history of this 
town and its people. Do not put an 
image of city hall, a bland New 
England style brick building. The 
current seal reflects history and 
people.

Make a seal that reflects the historical roots of 
this city and its people. The current one does 
that. A seal with an architectural feature like 
this new proposal is bland and boring and has 
no character.

It looks too simplistic, almost as if 
it was drawn in Microsoft Paint. 
Also, I don’t know if City Hall best 
captures the spirit and essence of 
Newton.

If the current image is kept, I would ask that it 
be redrawn/painted to look more elegant. I 
would rather it look painted by hand than 
drawn in photoshop. It looks like something 
out of coloring book. I hate to be harsh, but 
these are my honest opinions.
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In the color version, put the sun 
higher in the sky instead of a 
setting sun

Since we are seeing city hall from the east side 
(Walnut St.), this means that the sunlight we 
see in the background in the color version is 
from a sun in the west that has just set. This 
seems pessimistic. I would prefer a more 
optimistic tone. Perhaps putting the sun higher 
in the sky would be more optimistic. 
(Theoretically, you could change the 
perspective to be the view from the west side 
of city hall in the morning so that what you're 
seeing in the background is the sunRISE, but 
then you don't get to see the pretty fountain 
and pond .)

nothing, I like it no
It's very uninteresting. Nothing 
unique about it. 

Seems boring
Can't think of a suggestion to 
improve it.

Thanks for undertaking this worthwhile project.

It is BORING!  Why city hall?  
Needs more variety of what 
Newton is about.

Sector it to show images including modern, 
Garden City, Lakes, people or schools, our 
attributes.  

 Nothing. It’s great. Clean and 
simple

Nope

Look at the one before this design. 
The city hall building was better 
illustrated!

Go back to the drawing board. Pull up the 
other 3 choices. I thought the citizens got to 
vote not the council members. 

Make it reflect something about 
Newton beyond the city hall.

It's just kind of boring. Maybe a natural space 
would be better, like Hemlock Gorge? 

It's a little too cartoonish. It's a bit 
like the USA Today version of a city 
seal. I'd rather have something a 
little more sophisticated represent 
Newton, a city that values 
education, the civil exchange of 
ideas, etc.

It's fine but that shouldn't be our goal. Frankly, 
it looks a bit too much like a golf course logo 
(and a generic/boring one at that).  It does not 
feel like a city seal (and I don't think that's a 
positive). 

keep the old logo. none.
nothing
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Nothing. I like it.

How about adding a few flowers to 
the design as we are the Garden 
City? A couple of daffodils here & 
there may be appropriate or 
pleasing.

See above comment.  Well done! Much 
improved!!

nothing - it's nice!

No need to change the seal The original seal was fine. This is a waste of 
money. Did the original seal offend someone? 

Can the font size of Massachusetts 
be a little larger to match the other 
lettering?

It looks like a lot of thought and work went 
into this redesign to capture what our great 
city. Thanks 

Nothing No
Add more trees, remove water 
feature.

Why are we eliminating the native 
American reference.  Nonantum 
was a Native American community 
in what is now Newton, 
Massachusetts. The community 
was established in 1646 by Waban, 
a Massachusett leader, and his 
followers. The name Nonantum 
comes from an Algonquian word 
meaning "blessing" or "prayer.

Why are we eliminating the native American 
reference.  I'm not aware of the reasons for 
changing our seal.  I agree that colonists and 
native americans do not represent Newton 
today but perhaps we should reflect on the 
past and acknowledge the past in the seal.  

I think it needs a complete 
overhaul. Having town hall as the 
center does not reflect the 
diversity of the 13 villages - images 
of landmarks from the villages 
would be vastly better. The tree 
does not do the city justice as "the 
garden city"

It's a boring design that is not in keeping with 
the diversity of the city, its villages and people

Nothing Great Job
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The town hall is generic looking, 
nothing unique to Newton.  Looks 
more like the Harvard campus on 
the Charles the way it is drawn. 

Yes. I saw a design on Facebook that featured 
a prominent tree, which given we are the 
Garden City I think it’s a more meaningful logo 
than the generic building. 

If a tree is to be used , why not a 
fig tree for the "fig newton" 
created here.

see #3

Looking forward to this cleaner and more 
neutral seal

Everything! The content and its 
execution look like a middle school 
project. I'm embarrassed by it. It 
can't be the designer so it must be 
the process. Mr. Ebarb was 
apparently formerly head of design 
for the City of Boston where he has 
embraced a clean modern look: 
https://www.boston.gov/departme
nts/innovation-and-
technology/sebastian-ebarb

See for examples of thoughtful modern design:  
 https://guidestudio.com/city-seal-when-you-
have-a-city-brand/  
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/local/sara
sotacounty/sarasota-new-city-seal-options-
renderings/67-d5b0ed18-f30e-47f0-b7f4-
f36befb2b1f2  https://jtv.tv/jackson-reveals-
design-concepts-for-official-city-seal-redesign/

Picture, it is dull, I also would 
replace 13 villages writing with the 
stars  for each village 

I think we all need to keep Newton history 
alive and keep old seal with a few 
modifications : add a state name instead of 
Nonantum, add stars to represent each village 

The graphics look cartoonish. Need 
more detail.

A more realistic painting would be better than 
the cartoonish one.

nothing looks great!  let's not spend any more time on 
this.  I think there are many other more 
pressing matters to concern city officials' 
thoughts.

A perennial garden instead of City 
Hall? Although City Hall is OK.

The water maybe in front to make 
it look more like a river and less 
like a lake - to represent the 
Charles River which runs 
throughout the city

I think these updates are all positive changes

I would substitute an outline map 
of Newton with the Charles River 
along its edges for the image of 
City Hall.

Many Newton residents would not recognize 
that this (or any other) image is City Hall, and 
few see this bldg as an "icon" of what they 
value most about their home city.
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I would choose the more simplified 
draft that still focuses on city hall - 
this is too busy, and the inclusion 
of any water is not necessary or 
what we tend to see

Thank you for undertaking this work!

Everything looks like it’s floating 
away on the water shown at the 
bottom. Perhaps some definition 
could be added to the grassy area 
above the water to better 
demarcate the difference? The 
grass looks a bit plain as is.

The middle one is simple and not too busy. I 
love the shape of the design which emphasizes 
the City of Newton.  It captures all the 
elements you want in a city seal.

Nothing, it looks great. no
Nothing - I think it’s great as is. Nicely done! It’s visually appealing.

We are going from a seal that 
celebrates PEOPLE to a seal that 
celebrates a BUILDING. Really? A 
building represents the best of 
who we are? I don’t think so. Very 
disappointing.

nothing - looks good to me! Nope - thanks!
I really like it! Maybe place wildlife 
on the pond or near it, to remind 
us of other creatures we share the 
space with. A bird or a duck, who 
are every present in the city!

Adding wildlife in addition to the tree would be 
a meaningful gesture to acknowledge that 
humans share a space with other animals. 

nothing! 
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Nothing; I much prefer the new seal Thank you for taking on this project! I hope the 
new seal passes.

Everything. City Hall is not the heart or meaning of the city 
(and it’s a stretch to call the water near it a 
“lake”). Choose images that actually embody 
Newton.

I like the three historical dates of 
1630/1688/1673 in the earlier 
version, since it shows more of 
Newton's history, but it's 
understandable that that's hard to 
incorporate while maintaining 
simplicity

The proportionality and angle of the entrance 
with the two towers behind it seems off 
(distorted from a real-world view from that 
angle). But of course a bit of simplification and 
accentuation might be necessary...  it just 
throws me off a bit. *Overall*, though, this is a 
very nice new seal design - kudos to the 
creator and the working group.   

I'd just have a more elegantly 
drawn tree in the middle and not 
city hall.

It looks like clip-art. 

Nothing. I know a lot of work and 
thought went into it. 
i don't see the color orange? the 
water is confusing also -what is it 
meant to represent? The Charles 
River, or does it show something 
specific on the grounds of City 
Hall? If the latter, whatever body 
of water is there is not a big 
feature of Newton so it seems a bit 
out of place. Like they just needed 
to put something in front of the 
design. 

what about leaves on the tree representing 
the 13 villages? 
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City Hall bldg. makes no sense.  
Prefer highlighting "Garden City" 
with tree(s) and/or flowers and, 
perhaps a representation of a 
school or education as we are 
known for good schools.

It stinks!

Stop spending our money 
unnecessarily. Are you kidding us?? 
This was so important to do, and 
you found the ONE designer that 
came up with a prototype a 5-year 
old can draw? There is nothing 
unique or interesting about the 
new seal. You’re erasing history. 
You’re embarrassing yourselves. 
Stop this project now and leave 
the seal alone. 

time for a new seal -let's not 
quibble.

time for a new seal - let's not quibble.

Make it a little less cartoonish 
looking. 

It's fine as is.

Nothing  it looks awesome No
Not a thing.

To be honest, I don’t think it’s 
great. It looks like a mediocre 
illustration in a children’s book. 
The tree for example is really bland  
 and I prefer the separation of the 
leaves in the prior seal. It’s just 
very blah, considering all the effort 
that has been put into it and 
doesn’t reflect the nature of our 
city any more than any other place 
that has a City Hall and a tree.

Please see above. I apologize as I know that it 
has been under consideration for quite a few 
months now, but I really think we can do 
better than this.

I think the white inner circle is a 
little plain. A thought is would it 
look less plain if 13 yellow stars 
were added?

It is beautiful!
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The gradient from orange to blue 
in the background is a little off-
putting.  Maybe go with a light 
blue to darker blue going from low 
to high?  the orange makes it look 
like there's a forest fire...

It's fine.

too simplistic no motto?
Nothing 

Would remove 13 villages

Everything — it is terrible.  Did we 
really spend money on this?   Keep 
the reference to 13 villages.  Add a 
reference to Garden City. 

If the designers had put a giant Fig Newton bar 
in the center of the design it wouldn’t have 
been any worse!

No change No
Including an image of city hall is 
not particularly interesting.

Thanks for taking this on task. I imagine it 
is/was hard to please everyone.

I like the simple design of the 
original

The native americans in shadow look like fire 
at first glance - I like the original

Nothing Excited for the change. Thank you to all who 
invested time and thought into this project.

I would put the date founded 
instead of the date of 
incorporation. 

This is a timeless, thoughtful design. 

It's a snooze fest. Boring, plain 
building. The old design had depth 
to it, people and images made you 
look deep into it and appreciate 
early history.

In the old seal I personally like the history of 
dates from incorporated to town to city. 
Couldn't you have blended old and new? 
Yesterday, today, tomorrow? Any chance City 
Hall had 3 iterations since being built? First 
meeting place, first town hall, current city hall. 
Native Americans to the left of seal and 
perhaps a diverse group of Newtonians with 
children to the right of seal. The proposed 
Image literally could be any town USA.  
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I would have kept the founded date 1630, 
incorporated date 1688 & city date 1873 & 
kept yellow stars but maybe have done 13 
yellow stars, so 1 stands for each village, kind 
of like the how each star represents states on 
the American flag. I like the new banner design 
on the outer circle & how "Massachusetts" is 
now added in the white inner circle. Maybe 
would have done some kind of leaf decoration 
on each side of "Newton", like on the old seal, 
but something more modern. Really like the 
updated font type. I would have like to have 
seen more of the original details incorporated 
into the new seal. I hated how the old seal had 
the rear front group of indigenous people 
looking like they were brownish blob figurines 
with red feathers on their heads, I'm so HAPPY 
about that change!

I think you could make it a bit 
more interesting. 

Not sure. I think this redesign process was 
largely unnecessary was driven by political 
correctness, and this is coming from a liberal 
democrat.

Start over. There is nothing 
interesting, inspiring or meaningful 
shown in this design. 

Start over from scratch! This is a very bland, 
uninspired design.  This seal could be used for 
any of thousands of cities in the United States. 
I would be embarrassed if this is the best that 
this administration could come up with. 

Leve the current seal alone Leave the current seal alone
nothing no, good work to all those who took part in this

nothing. no.
City hall is fine but not all that 
amazing in the image.
"Incorporated 1688"?  Somehow, 
find a way to identify the year.

We should not change history. Nonantum is an 
important component of the seal dating back 
337 years. History must be preserved.       
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It is cookie cutter and un 
interesting - very bland and blah 
and in no way distinguishes Newton

Be It is worse than the old one - shame on you 
newton for lack of creativity PM 

Nothing No

The tree, along with other 
elements is very simplistic. Judging 
by the blue sky and orange lower 
horizon, it depicts a sunset, not a 
sunrise.

It can be made much better. Perhaps a design 
competition is in order?   Also, I am deeply 
unhappy that my tax dollars are being spent on 
a redesign at all. 

nothing no

Seals usually depict history and 
heritage. While I appreciate its 
simplicity, I would include 
something more historic in the 
image such as the Kendrick- Durant 
house.  Otherwise the copy and 
design around the image are very 
nice! 

I imagine the seal showcasing 
something we value in Newton, 
something excellent we share with 
the world.  A sketch of City Hall 
does not embody this spirit for me.  
 That makes it feel like a logo for 
the municipal government, not a 
seal for the city.    Other ideas:  A 
book to reference the importance 
of education, a tree or other 
plants/flowers to represent The 
Garden City, the Charles River, or a 
Marathon reference- maybe a 
sketch of the Kelly statue at the 
start of Heartbreak Hill.  My 
teenager thinks the drawing itself 
is too simple and would prefer 
something that looks more hand 
drawn rather than digitally drawn, 
helping to reflect the creative spirit 
of Newton.

I like the reference to the 13 villages.  The 
phrase Liberty and Union feels uninspired and 
antiquated.  Maybe   Thirteen Villages, One 
Community or   Thirteen Villages, One City    
The Garden City would also fit.
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De-emphasize the tree slightly. 
Center City Hall and make the 
building’s outlines bolder.

It should “pop” more.

I understand the orange tint in the 
sky but it looks too much like a 
sunset, which implies an ending 
rather than a beginning. What 
about putting the sun higher in the 
sky?

I do like the stars and think they added a bit of 
American tradition in the original seal. Could 
they be re-incorporated?

It looks too busy.  I prefer simple  It should look simple and easy to  To identify 
City of Newton, MA  And pick one theme 
about the city. 

Please leave our beautiful and 
original Newton (legal) seal alone: 
It can't be improved on in any way, 
shape or form. Very symbolic of 
the founding of the United States 
of America. 

A complete waste of legislative time and our 
Public money.    This newest scheme (coming 
out of no where?) ginned up by some 
transitory political busy bodies, evidently with 
too much time on their hands, is ridiculous. All 
this without a thought or even a mention of a 
plebiscite by Newtonian citizens about our 
worthy and original Seal.     This displays a real 
lack of respect towards our noble City of 
Newton, its original Seal, and the Garden city's 
citizens. (Showcasing a governmental building 
doesn't do anything in representing the overall 
spirit and tradition of our society, its 
residents/citizens, its overall life, liberty and 
unique individuality of the place. (Some of you 
people must really hate this Country, and by 
showing a distain for "New Town's" founding 
history and the people who came before us. 
Disgraceful and shameful.)    Thank you,  David 
Wenstrom  NewtonVILLE W2P1

I would keep the current design. Again I’m opposed to a new design.
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The tree is very generic. The old 
tree was clearly oak! The building 
is specific, but it’s kind of lonely. I 
would like to see more specific 
trees, flowers, and wildlife that wr 
see in Newton, or a second 
landmark like the upper falls 
aqueduct and falls or a mill. One 
solitary building and generic tree is 
pretty lame. 

Nothing, I'm impressed.

The illustration could be 'anytown' USA
Nothing Approve it!
The image of a building and one 
single tree does a poor job visually 
of conveying Newton. 

The draft design does not capture our city and 
needs to be developed further, so that the 
design incorporates Newton- not just a city 
building. 

Cancel it. Keep the old seal.

Nothing
Perspective on roof seems a little 
off

No

the building is rather blah. do we 
have anything more architecturally 
interesting?

no.

Should thirteenth be 13?  Typically 
10 and up is numeric, not written 
out.

Very nice!  I was skeptical of the new design 
but the committee did a great job!

I like it the way it is.

Drop the whole idea of a new seal. Keep the old one

It is maybe a bit busy in the picture.

Nothing

nothing! I think it's really excellent 

use the old design stop trying to change our history 
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I prefer the old seal.  Please do not 
change existing seal.
In the original instead of the 
European standing have them 
sitting.
I understand changing the image in 
the center, but the city hall 
drawing looks almost childish and 
the water in front of it is neither 
realistic nor relevant. The tree and 
the orange are fine. 

Please consider an image based on one of our 
great parks -- a large open field with multiple 
trees would be a lot more engaging. 

Nothing. Thanks to the folks who contributed ideas and 
to the artist who created the draft. Please 
keep it as is.

City Hall should not be exclusive 
focus   How about our lakes, 
ponds, parks, etc?
None Great work! 
throw out the proposed seal and 
keep the old seal 

As a native American (Penobscott) I like the old 
seal.  It shows collaboration.  Why must we 
sanitize the seal in favor of something 
completely void of any soul in an effort to 
virtue signal.  Hats off to the politically correct 
for wasting time and money on this useless 
effort. 

I think it is a bit generic. Can we 
take some historical element of 
the city and incorporate that?

The central entry columns look a 
little odd, maybe too tall

It is great

We do not need new seal No
I prefer the aesthetics of the 
double ring around the perimeter 
of the original seal as well as the 
inclusion of the history of the 
incorporations. 

The rendering of City Hall is oversimplified, and 
the composition would be improved if the 
entire facade were shown. 

More history. The building is not 
showing the real character of the 
City     
Everything. It’s like clip art from 
the 90s. 

Yeah, highlight the natural beauty beyond a 
tree (how about Crystal lake or cold spring 
park?)
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I'd add more orange to warm the 
pic a bit.  I would also make the 
tree a tad smaller.  Too 
overpowering.  The doors are too 
plain and also stand out.  If not 
door knobs, maybe some lines thru 
the doors and maybe leave one 
open or ajar for a welcoming feel.

It's too clean and cold looking.  Unlike the 
original, it lacks character.  The building is too 
powerful.

A bit boring It’s ok, approved   
slightly more tree, slightly less 
building

I like it much better than the current design 
because it is easier to read and see.

Get rid of it and keep our existing 
seal

Keep the existing seal which depicts history. 
"Nonantum comes from the Native American 
Algonquian word meaning "blessing" or "pray" 
why would you want to change the Seal. Out 
of 88 resisdents other than that committee did 
you receive emails saying "change the seal" If 
this should pass City Council there will be an 
appeal filed within 20 days.

I don’t like “Thirteen Villages” in 
the seal, unless we add “One City” 
as part of that text .  The idea of 13 
villages without “one city” 
language seems divisive vs 
unifying.  This is a seal for the 
whole city and many residents 
don’t identify with a village.    Also, 
could the orange color be used as 
the background color of the outer 
ring? That might make it even 
more vibrant and unifying (the 
current ring color seems drab 
compared to the rest of the seal)

Thank you for addressing the issue of revising 
our city seal.  It will be such an amazing 
improvement over the current seal, and I’m 
thrilled for the update!

Everything As always, throw away years and years and 
bow to the snowflakes and tree huggers.... 
disgusting. 

Nothing, I love it! So much better, clearer, and appropriate than 
old seal. Didn’t know I’d be so passionate 
about it until I saw new version!
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Its a shame it had to be redesigned at all. Are 
we trying to rewrite history? The new design is 
pleasant and generic. Could be any town in 
America.

The large dome in the background 
(on the right) looks "odd".

The previous / original seal, in addition to 
being offensive (once you know what it is 
depicting) is too busy.  This one is "cleaner" 
and will reproduce without losing its quality.

Looks great. As a graphic artist, I think you did a great job.

Somehow make the fountain more 
discernable.

Thank you to all the folks who worked on 
updating the seal.

The image itself is very banal. I 
understand the desire to find one 
unifying feature of "13 villages;" 
City Hall makes sense. The 
perspective, however, is odd.  The 
image is  tremendously generic, 
something Fisher Price might crank 
out. It's a real shame because City 
Hall is a wonderful, historic 
building. The black and white 
rendering looks better than the 
polychrome but neither image hits 
the intended mark of "noble 
simplicity." Instead, the image 
looks childish; it has every 
symptom of art produced by a 
committee.  

Newton, a bold and innovative community, 
can do better! It deserves better. Into the bin 
with this draft and back to the drawing board! 

- -
nothing
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This design is unremarkable for 
Newton. The building immediately 
calls to mind Harvard University 
and the water in front looks more 
like the Charles River than a 
distinct Newton landmark. A lone 
tree on the left makes a weak nod 
to greenery, but the overall 
emphasis is on a grand building, 
suggesting government power 
rather than highlighting the city’s 
actual character. Visually, the 
detailed architecture and colorful 
sky become muddy when scaled 
down for letterheads or digital 
icons. Although the text reads 
“THIRTEEN VILLAGES,” there’s no 
visual representation of multiple 
neighborhood centers—just one 
building and one tree. As a result, 
the design fails to convey 
Newton’s defining features or its 
village-based identity.

I propose incorporating a central motif of a 
tree and surrounding greenery, symbolizing 
Newton’s enduring commitment to parks, 
green spaces, and its “Garden City” heritage. 
Thirteen leaves—or stars, or similar 
icons—could circle the tree to reflect Newton’s 
distinct multi-village structure. To honor the 
city’s academic excellence, an open book or 
other education-themed imagery would 
highlight its top-ranked public schools and 
local higher education institutions. A 
representation of a marathon runner could 
further acknowledge Newton’s proud role in 
the Boston Marathon, notably the challenge of 
Heartbreak Hill. Finally, a historic house would 
pay tribute to the Jackson Homestead and 
underscore Newton’s dedication to preserving 
its past. Together, these elements would 
capture the essence of a historically rich, 
education-focused, village-centered “Garden 
City” that also embraces its prominent place in 
an iconic annual marathon. Here is the link 
with 2 concepts that incorporate this 
https://postimg.cc/gallery/4tNKmNK

Adding the three millstone years: 1630, 1688, 
1873.

I don't think City Hall belongs on 
the seal, and in particular I don't 
really like the chosen depiction of 
the building.
Everything keep the old seal Erasing history doesn’t mean it didn’t happen, 

it just makes it to forget it happened and 
repeat it. Keep the seal the same so we can 
remember our history 

Included mention of the 13 village 
AND garden city

So basic and vanilla. Such a waste of money. 
The high school art department could have 
come up with it — and at LOTS less expense 

Nothing Job well done!!
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not sure it captures the key elements of the current 
seal.  Native Americans are not current 
residents now (maybe a small percentage).

Just use the color seal, just the 
B&W

Thanks for incoporating the input you received.  

Make it interesting. It looks like the 
cartoon landscape in the TV show , 
"The Simpsons": Springfield. A 
fictional town in an unknown state.

Start from scratch and hire someone new with 
a history of creative thinking.

Red is too red  Water's edge is too 
straight  We also don't need a new 
City seal anyway

We don't need a new City seal anyway. I'm 
glad that the designer finally came up with 
something that looks fairly good (the first 3 
that the public were giving feedback on were 
all bad in various ways), but we really don't 
need this change. So consider this to be my 
apathetic acceptance, but not at all an 
endorsement.

I still prefer the present city seal.  I still feel the original design depicts Newton as 
it was.  Native Americans and colonists sharing 
ideas and teaching each other.  

Don’t cut off the edge of city hall.

It looks like one village,,is there 
anyway to convey the idea of more 
than one village
Nothing
get rid of the building. That sends a 
message of imposing governtment 
might. This is the garden city -- you 
should have a design of a garden 
that is open and welcoming to all.

Omit massachusetts or make it the 
same font as Newton. Now it looks 
like a footnote, yet it is top and 
center of the seal.    It looks like a 
cartoon, don't know exactly how 
to fix it.

Which of the three is the draft?
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I don't like the four white pillars 
supporting some grey structure 

I prefer the original circular dating of the 
Newton, and the current building style is 
pleasantly red/barn red, but what are the four 
white pillars on some protruding grey 
structure?  Looks like jail to me.

the colors. city hall should be out. 
the word Massachusetts is too 
prominent

Very disappointing choice. 

Nothing
incorporating a more unique or 
recognizable symbol of Newton. 
The tree feels oversized. 

I would keep the founded date of 
1630 and the city incorporated 
date of 1873. These are important 
dates in the history of Newton. The 
seal can serve as an entry point for 
visitors and new residents to learn 
about the history of the city. 
Having those dates on the seal can 
spur peoples’ curiosity to research 
the history, as it did for me. This 
can build a closer connection to 
the city. 

perhaps make city buildings 
smaller and put in more greenery 
to support "Garden City" branding - 
 it looks a bit austere and 
bureaucratic in this iteration 

It is laudable that you are seeking public 
opinion from residents, from those very many 
of us who love our city, and love our villages ... 

I like it the way it is. I would like to know if the indigenous 
community has been approached for their 
input and if it is important to them that the 
word, “Nonantum” has been omitted in the 
new design.

Like it as is, though you could 
truthfully stick a capital “N” in a 
circle and I’d endorse it over 
current seal 

Thank you for bringing an updated design to 
the city deal. 
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City Hall is too prominent.  The seal 
is decidedly bland.

Newton, MA is known as the "Garden City".  I 
would have expect to see this concept more 
pronounced.

Looks cartoonish like a corporate 
logo, does not feel like a city or 
town seal
I like it as it is. No. I think it’s appropriate and good.

nothing Happy to see the change!
Nothing Was eager to see a new seal, but not happpy 

with the last suggestions.  I love how this one 
turned out! 

nothing
I don’t have strong feelings that 
City Hall represents Newton, and 
preferred the design with just the 
tree. That said, the simplicity of 
this design works well

See above

I like the coloring. It looks very current. 
Tree leaves and bushes color could 
be improved by using the same 
green color as the oak leaves in the 
old seal.  Grass color in the new 
seal should be closer to that color 
too, maybe a shade lighter but the 
same tone.  The blue, orange and 
red colors are great!

Good work on the whole project.  A vast 
improvement!

The drawing feels too artificial with 
low quality computer graphics - its 
quality won’t hold up long term. 
Can someone hand draw 
something?

Overall, the symbol isn’t terribly deep and 
reflects nothing about the history of the city. 
It’s been a center for so many important things 
that have shaped the state and country. An 
image of our City Hall feels a little meaningless 
and an attempt to please everyone.

Nothing It's well done - let's go with it.
Nothing No

Nothing No
Remove '13 villages'.  Give context 
to '1688' - such as 'Liberty and 
Union Since 1688'
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I would include Inc. either before 
or after 1688.

I think it is a good compromise of the three 
final designs.

Nothing I like it. I deeply dislike the previous one. I also 
dislike anonymous surveys, so here's my 
name: Rev. Joel Miller

Position the tree so that it gives 
the illusion that it is covering the 
left flanking wing that is missing. 
Add another row of windows. 
Change the color of the pediment 
and pillars to beige.

Nothing No!   I did know there are other Newton cities 
in the U.S.!

Get rid of the uninspiring building, 
as picturesque as it may be in 
person. It's totally bland and 
uninspiring on a city seal in its 
current form. The gradient coloring 
in the background looks 
amateurish and something from a 
1995 graphics software.

Emphasize more nature, and in particular 
plants or flowers, if you want to double down 
on the garden city theme. Remove city hall 
altogether, it's not architecturally interesting 
enough to have on the seal. 

The graphics in the center. Make it 
more historical

The draft design looks like too simplistic and 
does not capture the spirit and characteristics 
of Newton

Nothing No
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This version of City Hall is not as 
identifiable as the previous version 
that focussed on the more iconic 
city hall tower.      I am also 
disappointed about completely 
eliminating any acknowledgment 
of the fact that we are currently 
living on native lands.  I realize that 
there is no "nice way" to express 
our gratitude for this fact, given 
that "we" (non-natives) killed 
and/or displaced the original 
inhabitants.  I often quip that the 
standard "Land 
Acknowledgement" should really 
more accurately be a "Murder 
Acknowledgement" - yes it's 
awkward, but that doesn't 
necessarily mean that indigenous 
peoples should be forgotten 
completely.    Graphics-wise it 
reads very "The Simpsons" for 
some reason. I keep expecting to 
see Bart or Homer poking around 
the side of the building.

In addition to the cowardly omission of any 
native american claim to the lands we 
currently live on I question the focus on City 
Hall.  On the one hand, the seal is generally 
used to represent Newton government 
property and services so City Hall is 
appropriate.  On the other hand, what Newton 
has been for the past 337 years is "a place to 
live" - which is best represented by a simple 
house - perhaps the current oldest house in 
Newton along with an indigenous structure 
rather than a symbol of governmental 
authority with its very common, boring, 
government-vernacular architecture.

The whole visual palette. It’s pretty 
ugly 

Find a new designer or open the design up to a 
public competition. This looks like a third 
grader designed it

The new design lost the history: 
founded 1630, town 1688 and city 
1783 also word Nonatum. No need 
for orange for HSs. 

Add Nonantum to the seal. 

It looks generic, indistinguishable, 
and sterilized of personality or the 
heritage of the town.

If you must go with a boring, soulless design 
that guarantees that nobody is offended, at 
least have it done free hand, so it doesn’t look 
like a high schooler did it on Microsoft Paint.

N/A
Not sure if I would change 
anything. I’m indifferent to 
drawing in the center. 

No. 
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Put in some people! It’s very sterile 
without people.
everything its just too vanilla. Old design strikes 

immediately that the city has rich history, its 
unique and  New design is just generic, who 
the hell know how the city halls looks like in 
Newton? it looks like some generic house on 
the new design.    Are you changing the seal 
design because you embarrassed by what it 
represents? You embarrassed by your history 
and culture?  You think having white men on 
the seal in front natives is patronising or even  
racist and changing the design will make you 
feel better and will help you forget your 
history? Keep the design, be proud of your 
history, culture and great achievements for the 
last 250 year.          

Add in white settlers and native 
Americans with equal status.

Since you asked what residents like, why didn't 
you ask what we don't like?

The color shade of the blue sky 
may not be one I totally like, but 
it's not important enough to fuss 
over.

It's about time this gets done. Hopefully it will 
quickly be approved.

Keep the original Keep the original 
it's a totally empty design - a bland 
building with Roman portico.  If we 
are getting rid of the old seal (I 
WANT TO KEEP THE OLD SEAL), 
then why are you using elements 
of Roman architecture (since they 
were the colonizers)?  

Nothing in the draft reflects the values of 
Newton: the drawing is stiff and 
expressionless.  Looks to me like the drawing 
of a somewhat gifted 8th grade cleaned up by 
a computer program.  Get rid of it,  Start over.  
The old seal tells a story.  You may not like the 
story; but that IS our American story.  The new 
seal got rid f people all together.  Tell 
something aobut Newton that goes beyond 
the platitudes: oh, we like trees and water.  
Please!
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These comments were submitted 
previously:    I would keep the 
‘Founded 1630’ in the design.     
The building need an ID; only we 
know the graphic is Newton City 
Hall.     I would incorporate THE 
GARDEN CITY!! 

Thank you. 

Nothing

Simplify further to allow different 
sizes and methods of reproduction 

The first impression is that of a 
cartoon design, somewhat childish.  
 There is nothing other than the 
font that gives the feeling of a city 
seal. 
Personally I would use the 1630 
date

Nope 

I personally like the native 
american one better. I find the 
setting sun / dusk gradient 
background on the new seal 
somewhat meh. The native 
american seal has a clear area to 
focus (the man speaking) whereas 
the new one has too many places 
that stand out, the city hall, tree, 
gradient, etc.

Great work by the artist, I would just make 
some tweaks.

Will having a gradient color for the background 
result in higher printing costs if using the 
design in commercial printing setups?  On the 
screen the gradient is easy to display, but from 
a printing stand point the old design used 
fewer colors and would be easier to use with 
some printing technologies.  I am curious if this 
is a consideration. 

nothing.  looks great.
Nothing Love it 
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Make it contemporary and think of 
it as an eye catching logo as 
opposed to something design for 
and by an 80-year old!

Please tell me you did not pay for this!

Nothing No
Looks fine!

make it a tad more like city hall 
and go black and white.  As that 
does not look like old brick. It is an 
old historic building. Celebrate that.

I am happy to see no Indians bowing down to 
white people. 

It looks pretty generic-- I really 
preferred the one that had just a 
tree in it. This seal looks like every 
other town seal. Also, why is City 
Hall red?
The boring view of a building. Change to incorporate the 13 villages of 

Newton as a motif.
I'm not a graphic designer but I 
think it's fine. 

No

nothing no
Restore the history of John Eliot 
proselytizing the Natives.

The city is washed of its character and its 
history in a misguided attempt to be 
inoffensive. The new seal is not inoffensive. It 
is just painfully bland.

It is Very very simple. Almost child 
like drawing 

We need to include children images please include humanity - children images

The tree especially but all the 
visual elements are oversimplified.  
The original is much more elegant.  
City Hall is only slightly better than 
a "Monopoly" house.

Try to find ways to add some intricacy to the 
key visual elements (City Hall and its bushes, 
the tree and the pond)
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Nothing! Format is effective & to the point.

Scrap the very crude picture of the 
City Hall.  Is the City Hall what 
Newton is about?  I think not!!

Throw it out and stop wasting taxpayer's 
money.

Totally unappealing.. even kids 
could design better. 

Strange rendering from a "professional".. sad 
looking characterless building facade and even 
the tree looks plastic.

is the front porch area really that 
large?  it seems to 
disproportionately draw too much 
attention to itself yet presents 
basically as a white "blob". More 
details? Tad smaller?

Have it reflect the stated values -- 
presently a complete disconnect

Completely unoriginal. And a thorough waste 
of resources. The new design simply 
substitutes a basic rendering of City Hall. Not 
the least bit clever or inspiring.

Leave the existing as it is more 
honest and instructive of our 
“complicated” history.

Throw it, and the contract with the so-called 
“graphic designer”, into the trash bin.

It’s unclear to me what the small 
white thing in the foreground is.  Is 
it important?

N/a

could use a bit more personality big improvement - nice work!

One minor thing is wanting to 
incorporate the green and gold 
leaves from the previous seal 
somewhere in the new seal. 
Perhaps between the "City of 
Newton" or "1688"?
Nothing. I think it's perfect just the way it is!

Less colors. It is too busy
Nothing. Great improvement over old design. I hope it is 

approved quickly.
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The rendering of the city hall 
building is relatively crude. A more 
distilled, refined approach would 
improve the visual impact.

What we have is a nice, simple solution - but 
it’s more suitable to the 1950s. While the 
tree/building images are just passable, the 
surrounding seal typography, scrollwork and 
line  weighting need more attention. We can 
do better!

Add human beings , somewhere ,in 
the image. The selected image 
looks lonely ,empty.  ' Thirteen 
villages' seems obscure if you don't 
live in Newton.  At least 
'Nonantum' anchored the historical 
founders as North American 
natives.  Give credit where credit is 
due.

More trees, smaller building. 

the fountain looks a little odd good job!
Nothing and like the color design 

Maybe a bit more orange?  Might 
be hard to do.

Less cartoonish art style, looks like 
a still frame from “Family Guy” or 
“The Simpsons” 
Add culture Needs culture this is a multi cultural city/town 

it doesn’t show up that 
I really like it! 

More specific to Newton, less 
generic, clip-arty

This proposed seal looks unprofessional and 
like something made up for a generic town in a 
cartoon. 

Nothing 

Go back to original You are erasing the Native American heritage 
and history of our city that was 
commemorated on the current seal. 

The building picture and color 
gradients used. 
Maybe add more nature to the 
design somehow?

Any way of still incorporating the 
Massachusetts tribe rather than whitewashing 
the seal altogether?
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I liked one of the other 3 designs better,but 
can't remember it now several months 
later.This one works well.

More laser beams Why not hold a contest to allow Newton 
residents to submit designs? The current 
design is boring.

I would like Native American 
representation in the design in, 
recognizing their impact on our 
history. The old seal has the word 
Nonantum in it, and while it would 
be strange to single out one village 
of Newton, it makes sense to me 
to include a different Algonquin 
word. Not that I’m an expert, but 
Nonantum can translate to the 
English word “blessing”. Working 
with the community to find a word 
that represents the City of Newton 
that has an Algonquin equivalent 
would be a nice touch.

It doesn't have gravitas--it looks 
like something you would find in a 
children's coloring book--very 
simplistic drawing style, especially 
when you add color.  Without 
changing the layout or the the 
elements , I would encourage 
more of a mature line drawing, and 
more subtle shading in the colored 
version, in the manner that the sky 
is shaded. 

We are in no hurry--please take your time and 
do it right.

I'd also like to see it in black and white since it 
will probably most often be that way.

I would make the city hall building 
smaller, and include birds and 
animals.  The wildlife in Newton is 
amazing.

The orange is pretty subtle!  Not sure the high 
school kids will notice.  

nothing no
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The colored-in version looks a bit 
cartoonish, so I would avoid that. 
The tree and building in the overall 
design look imbalanced to me -- 
which one should I be looking at? 
Perhaps the building should be 
bigger / more prominent? The tree 
seems an afterthought but takes 
up a lot of space. Overall, the 
drawing is a bit cartoonish looking.

Either make the drawing more stark and bold, 
or add more details to make it more realistic. 
Right now, the linework is in an in-between 
sort of state and look kind of cartoony.

I don’t think city hall represents 
what this city is about. 

 I’m concerned about the tens of thousands of 
dollars the city government is going to spend 
on replacing these seals. This is a wasteful and 
non-environmentally friendly endeavor.  I think 
a process should be put in place where only 
seals that are out of their useful life or the 
item that they are on needs to be replaced 
itself.  People will understand and even better 
appreciate using our tax dollars wisely, and 
thinking about the Earth.

Nothing
A new design ,and put it back in a 
round circle
the color version is tacky; not 
elegant colors; the sky looks like a 
storm is coming; has no historic 
look at all; colors should be pastel, 
historic, not 'in your face' ultra 
modern too bright

i so prefer some of the other designs from the 
original drafts

Nothing
The black and white looks more 
stately

Go to the black and white which has more 
import

nothing good outcome for a fraught process

Go back to the current seal. The new designs are generic. They could be 
Newton Kansas or Newton Massachusetts. If 
"Founded 1630" is inaccurate delete it. Retain 
only a single inner ring with the city motto and 
the City name. 
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Good work. 

I'm not sure how I feel about the 
sunrise thing and maybe would 
prefer it as a full day (blue), but I 
don't feel strongly about this.  Fine 
as is.

thank you so much to everyone who worked 
on this.  I felt a huge sense of relief as I looked 
at them side by side.  Way overdue!

The mayor says the new seal was the result of 
"years of discussions, community input and 
meetings." Really??? Years of talking, meetings 
and discussions? This is a good use of your 
time? It's like something out of a Parks and Rec 
episode. 

no.  assume will be in color
It looks like a 12-year old made it 
in MacPaint in 1995.  The black and 
white version is not terrible but 
what is going on with the blue-
orange gradient fill?  The whole 
thing looks blocky and amateurish, 
like old Clip Art from the early days 
of desktop publishing.

Just keep the historic logo or pick something 
simple and timeless.  This already looks dated 
and will look worse as the years go by.

where is the orange? In the sunset? go for ot

It just shows a building. Maybe 
utilize a special feature of each 
village or community. 

Have a local artist draft a design. 

The entire concept. Spend money 
on things that matter, like 
SCHOOLS!!

Get rid of it!

Changing the seal was an unnecessary and 
wasteful endeavor, when there are so many 
other more important priorities that have 
been unaddressed

Keep the old seal Toss it and keep the old one
it looks like it was done in like 
Microsoft paint. looks kind of cheep 

I guess more detail 

Nothing N/A

#55-24



There is no orange
I like it and don't see the need for any changes.

If we are the Garden City, why not 
show that?

Don’t like it

Add people in some type of  
informal setting to the center 
image. The city hall image on its 
own is much to stark and 
unwelcoming. Doesn't represent 
the people and spirit of Newton

More tree?
Rich history of newton is lost with 
this bland seal 

More sense of community is needed ..... 
proposed seal lacks imagination 

I would draw it to look more 
realistic and less simplistic 

I understand the current zeitgeist forces a 
change, but the new one lacks any specificity: 
it could be everywhere 

After all the efforts at design, I 
would stick with the 
recommended one.

No

The art work is a bit pedestrian. 
The old one was artistically more 
interesting (otherwise, high time 
for it to go).

it's just....really boring graphically could we have another artist try to render the 
same thing?  it looks like it's drawn from a 
coloring book.  too simple

really?  the only image that people 
came up with to represent Newton 
is the City Hall? How boring.

not really.  I guess if we must go with the city 
hall images, this is fine. 

nothing
Everything, respectfully. Feels like 
it has nothing to do with Newton. 
Just looks like a generic digital 
painting of a government building. 

This is an opportunity to have an actually good 
seal. Something simple. Copper beach leaves 
would be very representative of Newton 
Corner. The seven hills of Newton would be 
good. The old seal needs work but at least it 
contains something to do with newtons history 
unlike the new proposed seal.

Nothing NO
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An American Flag in front of  the 
image of city hall.

Nothing else. thank you.

Please try to find a right/elegant 
letter style and image. 

Keep the original design You are attempting to rewrite the history. 
That's wrong.
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Date comment

1/27/25
The proposed seal is better than the original, I’d rather see something more stately. Here is one example. Others can be seen 
in Wickapedia.

01/24/205

I'm not sure I understand why changing the seal is necessary, but if it is, I believe the new design should somehow be 
fundamentally connected to the history of the City and tell a story about its founding.  More specifically, Newton is part of 
Massachusetts which was a founding colony and fundamentally connected to the earliest settlement of the continent which 
is unique and important and depicted in the existing seal.  I completely get the sensitivity related to portraying native 
Americans, but I think the existing seal does so in a respectful and dignified way.  If the new seal was modified to elevate the 
status of the native peoples that were here and show gratitude for their assistance I would support that.  Entirely eliminating 
the founding image, however, is wiping our collective memories clean, which I think is a mistake and fundamentally 
inconsistent with the purpose of having a seal.  Obviously the stakes here are low, but the idea of eliminating founding 
stories devalues history and truth and even at this scale frightens me.

1/24/25

To mayor Fuller -  Can we have a better artist reflect a beautiful part of Newton instead of just a building?  Or perhaps 
include some greenery, or anything that signifies its greatest assets and our values! - a book for learning, art for our culture, 
how about anything that would show our spirit?  How about something that signifies our Environmental future?  This seal is 
blah....!  At least have attractive colors!

1/24/25
I suspect most Newton residents still won't recognize that the building is City Hall. But this is much better than where we 
started. 

1/29/25

I'm sure that the grouo has spent quite some time working on the seal. I don't think a building as the main focus shows any kind of sense 
of what the town stands for.  There are no people connecting. The white man talking (or lecturing to the native Americans) is totally 
racist, but is this new seal the best we can do. It's so bland, it shows nothing.   Sorry to be so direct but I'm surprised and disappointed 
that with so mich talent in newton, this is what people have come up with. 

1/29/25
I am appalled at the idea of changing the city seal. It is wrong to erase the past for reasons that aren't valid and not relevant 
to current times.

1/30/25

I am writing to share my displeasure with changing the current seal.  If it ain’t broke…

Amongst my neighbors and friends, the seal has not come up in conversation…not once.  I neither share, nor have 
experienced the “public outcry” that the seal required changing.  And for what?  Because it, “depicts a scene of Reverend John 
Eliot proselytizing to Native people, specifically the Massachusett, in 1646?”  Was there a protest on the steps of City Hall that 
I’ve missed demanding the seal be changed?

If it’s so offensive, should Eliot Street be renamed? How about the Eliot MBTA station?  

As for the current design, history cannot be replaced with clip art.  City Hall is neither unique or a defining landmark 
representing the City of Newton.  It’s a bland, and antiseptic.  Instead of representing the rich history of the past, or the 
tapestry of diversity that is Newton today, we get a sanitized version of a building.  

Unnecessary, indulgent initiatives (spending) like this, is sadly how President Trump was elected…twice.  And he’s coming to 
reclaim local funding - if not directly, thru the trickle down effect of holding back state funding.  If this effort is not 
generationally game changing (and the presented design is not), let’s cut our losses.

Thank you for reading.
1/31/25 We are writing in response the City Seal which you are scheduled to review and discuss.

With all that is going on in the City with roads, development, taxes, rats and budget cuts, you want to take our tax dollars to fund 
changing a seal?   Our existing seal Nonantum also includes Newton.   Nonantum is taken from the Native American Algonquian word 
which means “blessing” or “pray”.    Why would you spend this money and make budget cuts elsewhere when we have more critical 
situations to address?
 
This is just another attempt to disrespect the Nonantum Community!    You cannot change history, so please stop insulting our 
intelligence and wasting our tax dollars!
 




