City Council Reports Docket

January 22: Public Facilities, Programs & Page 22
Services and Public Safety & Transportation 7:45PM, Hybrid
January 27: Zoning & Planning To be reported on
January 28: Land Use Monday, February 3, 2025

City of Newton

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

Referred to Land Use Committee
01/28/2025

" The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F88282660474&data=05%7C02%7Csmatthews%40newtonma.gov%7Cc2d42615f1f0468bb14308dd4166222f%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638738629104667313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JqGcXh43E8ffkFzqwi10Z47g39JzKVBgxVyypJVP3vg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Block, Downs, Farrell, Kelley, Laredo, Leary, and Lobovits;
also present: Councilors Malakie and Wright

#11-25

#2-25

#362-24

#68-24

#4-25

Class 2 Auto Dealer License

NEW ENGLAND MOTOR MART, INC
1211 Washington Street

West Newton, MA. 02465

Land Use Approved 8-0

Class 2 Auto Dealers License
ROBERT'S TOWING, INC.
926r Boylston Street
Newton, MA 02461

Land Use Approved 8-0

Request to allow four single-family attached dwellings, to reduce the side
setback, and to allow a driveway within 10 feet of the side lot line and
parking within 20 feet of a boundary line at 51 Oak Avenue

YZ FLEET LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to demolish
the existing dwelling and construct four single-family attached dwellings in
two buildings, resulting in a reduced side setback, a driveway within 10 feet
of the side lot line, and parking within 20 feet of a boundary line at 51 Oak
Avenue, Ward 3, West Newton, on land known as Section 33 Block 22 Lot 17,
containing approximately 29,700 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI
RESIDENCE 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.4.1, 3.2.4, 6.2.3.B.2 of Chapter 30 of the City
of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 7-0 on 10/22/2024

Land Use Approved 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting)

Request to amend Special Permit #40-97(2) and allow a free-standing sign at
269-287 Grove Street

GREATLAND REALTY PARTNERS petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN
APPROVAL to allow both a free-standing sign and advertisement of the on-
site cafe at 269-287 Grove Street, Ward 4, Auburndale, on land known as
Section 43 Block 29 Lot 24, containing approximately 489,460 sq. ft. of land in
a district zoned BUSINESS4. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.2.13.A of Chapter 30 of the City
of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 4-3 (Councilors Downs, Kelley, Lucas Opposed) (Councilor
Leary Not Voting) on 01/23/2024

Land Use Approved Withdrawal Without Prejudice 8-0

Request to amend Special Permit #40-97(2) and allow expansion of a free-
standing sign and a third secondary sign at 269-287 Grove Street
GREATLAND REALTY PARTNERS petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN
APPROVAL to allow advertisement of the on-site cafe, additional signage on a
stone wall at the front of the property and to allow a third secondary wall



#5-25

Reports Docket, Monday, February 3, 2025
Continued
Page 24

sign on the building at 269-287 Grove Street, Ward 4, Auburndale, on land
known as Section 43 Block 29 Lot 24, containing approximately 489,460 sq. ft.
of land in a district zoned BUSINESS4. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 5.2.13, 5.2.8 of Chapter
30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 7-1 (Councilor Block Opposed)

Request to alter and extend a nonconforming two-family dwelling use at
273-275 Webster Street

273 Webster St LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze
the existing nonconforming two-family dwelling and construct a new two-
family dwelling at 273-275 Webster Street, Ward 4, Auburndale, on land
known as Section 44 Block 21 Lot 34, containing approximately 9,717 sq. ft. of
land in a district zoned SINGLE RESIDENCE 3. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.4.1, 7.8.2.C.2 of
Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting)

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
01/27/2025

Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Krintzman, Getz, Danberg, and
Kalis; also present: Councilors Malakie, Lucas, Block, Farrell, and Greenberg

#369-24(2)

#41-24

Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
Ordinance

ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting discussion and possible
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU)
in addition to those needed to comply with recent changes to the StatelZs
Zoning Act (Ch. 40A).

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/13/2025

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Amend the setbacks in the MR zones to encourage preservation of existing
buildings

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, KRINTZMAN, AND LEARY seeking a
discussion with the Planning Department to consider ordinance amendments
that would revise the metrics in the multi-residence (MR1, MR2 and MR3)
zones, to regulate the size of new buildings better, enable a wider range of
housing options close to public transit, and better incentivize preservation
and renovation of existing housing stock.

Zoning & Planning Held on 02-15-2024, 03-11-2024, 04-08-2024, 05-13-2024,
07-22-2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 09/09/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0




#44-24

#45-24

#85-24
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Requesting re-evaluation and possible amendments to Inclusionary Zoning
Ordinance

COUNCILORS DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, KALIS, WRIGHT, OLIVER, MALAKIE, LIPOF,
LUCAS, AND GETZ requesting a discussion with the Planning and
Development Department and the Newton Housing Partnership about the
City's Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance and possible amendments to the
ordinance to include 4-6 units, including raising the requirements for the
number of affordable units in large developments.

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/25/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 09/23/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Discussion and Possible Amendment to Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance to
include Training

COUNCILORS DANBERG, BIXBY, MALAKIE, DOWNS, WRIGHT, AND GETZ
requesting discussion and possible amendment to require that developers
and property managers provide training for their employees regarding bias
toward residents of the IZ units and how to mitigate this bias.

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/25/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 09/23/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Request for discussion and possible amendments to enhance the
preservation of existing homes.

COUNCILORS BAKER, OLIVER, MALAKIE, KALIS, GETZ, LUCAS, LOBOVITS,
WRIGHT, BLOCK, AND FARRELL requesting a discussion and possible
amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning or other City Ordinances to enhance the
preservation of existing homes over their replacement by larger and more
expensive structures.

Zoning & Planning Held on 02-15-2024, 03-11-2024, 04-08-2024, 05-13-2024,
07-22-2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 09/09/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 11/14/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Referred to Programs & Services Committee
01/22/2025

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Oliver, Micley, Malakie, Humphrey, Lobovits, Baker,

and Farrell



#447-24

#55-24

#6-25
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Appointment of Sam Figler to the Licensing Board

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Sam Figler, 62 Sumner Street, Newton as
a member of the Licensing Board for a term of office set to expire on June 3,
2030. (60 Days: 01/17/2025)

Programs & Services Approved 7-0 (Councilor Oliver Not Voting)

Requesting Update Regarding City Seal Redesign

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting to provide the Programs & Services
Committee with an update regarding the City Seal redesign.

Programs & Services Held 8-0 on 02/21/2024

Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 07/10/2024

Programs & Services Approved 6-0-2 (Councilors Malakie and Oliver

Abstained)

Appointment of Claire Wadlington to the Newton Community Education
Commission

HER HONOR THE MAYOR respectfully appointing Claire Wadlington of 137
Monadnock Road, Newton as a member of the Newton Community Education
Commission for a term of office set to expire on February 18, 2027. (60 Days:
03/22/2025)

Programs & Services Approved 8-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

05/08/2024

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Greenberg, Lucas, Wright and Block; absent:
Councilors Lipof and Bixby

#123-24

#3-25

Requesting a regular discussion with the Police Department
COUNCILOR GROSSMAN requesting regular discussion with the Police
Department of police data, including crashes, types of calls, numbers and
dispositions.

Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 6-0 (Councilors Lipof, Bixby Not
Voting) on 05/08/2024

Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0

Providing the Annual Report of the work of Traffic Council for 2024
DAVID KOSES, TRAFFIC COUNCIL CHAIR providing the Annual Report of the
work of the Traffic Council for 2024.

Public Safety & Transportation No Action Necessary 6-0

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
01/22/2025

Present: Councilors Albright (Chair), Getz, Kelley, Gentile, Leary, Laredo, Danberg, and Kalis



#126-24

#65-24

#66-24

#8-25
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Requesting a discussion of metrics for the Washington Street Pilot
COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, LIPOF, BIXBY MICLEY, LAREDO, LOBOVITS,
MALAKIE, KELLEY, ALBRIGHT, LUCAS, KRINTZMAN, GREENBERG, WRIGHT,
GETZ, AND DANBERG request a discussion with Director of Planning,
Commissioner of DPW, or their designees on what metrics will be used for the
pilot, to provide an opportunity for councilor input.

Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 7-0 (Councilor Gentile Not

Voting)

Discussion with Public Works about Residential Water Bills

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, ALBRIGHT AND GROSSMAN requesting a
discussion with Public Works about what the department has done to
prepare residents for unanticipated water bills. The discussion should include
actions the city has taken to prepared residents who may receive unusually
high bills, actions the city is taking on behalf of residents who receive
unanticipated bills, and options that residents have who receive unusually
high bills. The discussion may also lead to recommendations of additional
actions that the city may take.

Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 02/07/2024

Public Facilities Held 8-0

Discussion on non-working water meter transponders and billing issues
COUNCILORS MALAKIE, KELLEY, WRIGHT, BIXBY, HUMPHREY, LAREDO,
OLIVER, FARRELL and LUCAS requesting discussion with Utilities Division on
issues related to non-working water meter transponders including past and
current billing procedures, and potential improvements for remainder of new
meter installation period.

Public Facilities Held 6-0 on 02/07/2024

Public Facilities Held 8-0

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Authorization to negotiate leases for install of solar panels on city
properties

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to enter into negotiations
for the potential lease on city properties for purposes of third-party
construction, ownership, and operation of on-site renewable solar energy
generation from which the City will purchase electric output and/or net
metering credits.

Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Gentile Not Voting)




