
P & R Commission 

November 2024 

Newton Parks & Recreation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

7:00 p.m. – Monday, November 18, 2024 
 

Attending: Arthur Magni, Chair, Byron Dunker, Vice-Chair, Commissioner Banks, Beth Wilkinson, Randy 
Johnson, Sheila Butts, Mark Feldhusen, Mary Fitzgerald, Ted Chapman, Jack Neville, Caitlin Cusick 
 

Meeting began:  7:00 pm 
 

1. Meeting Minutes – October 2024 – Minutes approved 8-0 
 

2. Wellington Park Structure Sign presentation- Friends of Wellington Park (FoWP) 

• Mr. Feldhusen recused himself from the meeting, as he is a member of FoWP.  

• Proposal presented by the FoWP members, Ted Kuklinski, Amanda Kovalak, Rose Micozzi  (see attached 
proposal) 

• The sign is a double-sided sign. The sign lists the donors who contributed to the Sensory Dome play 
structure. The sign is to keep a promise to the donors that they would be recognized for their 
donations at the site.   The sign will include the Wellington Park name on the sign, currently there is no 
sign identifying the park.  

• Chairman Magni commented emails and letters have been received from members of the community 
and all Councilors from the ward opposing the proposal.   

• Ms. Butts stated she appreciates the hard work by the group but is concerned about a lot of signs in 
the parks as they create clutter, and she is opposed to signs recognizing people just because they 
donated money. 

• Mr. Neville stated the location of the sign is too prominent, the sign should be off to the side, the 
location is too close to the structure and pathway.  

• Ms. Wilkinson stated the sign at the Hyde bandstand is for a private site.  Mr. Magni stated the 
Commission has not voted on the signs pictured in the presentation.  Commissioner Banks commented 
that the projects in the presentation that used CPA funds require a sign.  

• Mr. Dunker commented it is hard to get CPA funds and donations make it possible to do things we may 
not be able to do without the donations. 

• Ms. Butts asked how this sign is affected by the city sign ordinance.  Commissioner Banks commented 
the PRC Department has governance. 

• Chairman Magni stated permanent structures require a public hearing.  

• Ms. Butts stated the department needs a policy for signs in parks. 

• Ms. Wilkinson stated there is a kiosk in Wellington Park, could info be added to the kiosk as a 
compromise? 

• Ms. Fitzgerald asked if there is any data that shows recognizing donors encourages others to donate. 

• Mr. Johnson stated one person’s donation would not encourage him to donate and without a policy he 
is not comfortable voting for this proposal either way. Promises should not be made; the Commission 
is not responsible for keeping those promises. 

• Chairman Magni stated a standalone sign is different than a plaque on a wall 

• Ms. Wilkinson commented there should be consistency and there are no guidelines right now.  

• Mr. Chapman stated the donors were promised something the group didn’t know if it was allowed.  
The joy of giving is in giving not being acknowledged. 

• Ms. Butts asked if there are future projects at Wellington Park will each project have a sign.  

• Ms. Kovalak states she takes responsibility for offering permanent recognition and requested this 
proposal move forward and then the Commission create a policy.  Ms. Micozzi commented the group 
worked closely with the PRC department and were guided towards the sign.  
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• Ms. Cusick commended the group on the hard work and yes, the donors want to be recognized, does 
this impact the sense of community, is there a compromise with neighbors or an umbrella statement 
that would work for all.  

• Mr. Johnson asked why this must be a permanent sign 

• Ms Wilkinson asked if the location of the sign was promised. And a reminder  that parks do not belong 
to just one neighborhood they belong to the city-wide community. 

• Mr. Chapman asked if a QR on the kiosk that led to a website with the list of donors would be a 
compromise.  Ms. Micozzi stated that the kiosk is in tough shape and used as a community message 
board. Commissioner Banks commented that information being posted on public land, trees and in 
parks has been an issue.  

• Mr. Chapman stated the donors’ name on the proposed sign will not be visible from more than 4’ 
away.  

• Ms. Wilkinson commented how other groups she has been involved with send an end of year report 
which includes a list of donors.  

• Chairman Magni allowed members of the public 3 minutes of speaking time.  

• Ms Dorfman, abutter of Wellington Park, commented not all neighbors have been involved in this 
decision, emails were not sent to the public, not on the FoWP board, had no mention of the sign. 

• Chairman Magni commented the proposal requires more input from all members of the community, 
the group should reach out to the community members for discussion.  

 
Ms. Butts made the motion to move the proposal to a public hearing.  Mr. Chapman Seconded the motion. Motion 

passed 8-0. Chairman stated it would be scheduled at a future meeting, not specifically December.  
 

3. Commissioner’s Report 

• New Hires: 
o Recreation manager of Special Needs 
o Assistant Director of Cultural Development 
o Recreation Manager 
o Tree Maintenance Specialist 

• Albemarle Field Project Bid Opening 
o Bids were received, there were 7 bidders, and the winning bid came in on budget. 

• Commissioner Banks will be attending the Programs & Services Committee meeting Wednesday 
providing an update on projects, restroom availability in parks, and Newton South High School sound 
and field time review. 

• PRC has had several public meetings with Memorial Playground/Oak Hill neighborhood for a 
playground replacement, tennis court renovations and a possible off-leash area.  

• Edmands Off-Leash Area Proposal: December 11, a public meeting is scheduled in the Council 
Chambers and on zoom to discuss the Edmands Off-leash area proposal. Mr. Johnson asked if the 
proposal is requesting the entire park be an off-leash area.  Commissioner Banks replied yes, and the 
department has received another proposal to keep Edmands Park as an on-leash park only. Ms. Butts 
asked how the off-leash program is monitored.  Commissioner Banks stated there is an annual 
registration to purchase an off-leash program medallion with the annual dog license. The revenue 
from the medallions pays for the part-time Off-Leash Specialist.  The Off-Leash Specialist works in the 
off-leash areas, monitoring and educating the public, if there are any safety issues the Animal Control 
Officer is called. Mr. Feldhusen asked the process for establishing an off -leash area.  Commissioner 
Banks stated the City ordinance authorizes the department to establish the off -leash areas, but 
Chairman Magni has agreed any new areas will be presented to the Commission in a two -meeting 
process, informational meeting and a public hearing.  Ms. Wilkinson commented an application has 
been received by the Newton Conservators for a pollinator garden grant at Edmands Park, using the 
pond to pump water to the garden. This should be added to the Overview. Mr. Feldhusen asked if the 
Conservation Commission and Parks review the pollinator garden proposal. Mr. Perez Demorizi, 
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Director of Parks & Open Space stated the Parks Department should review the proposal, and the 
Conservation Commission should review if the wetlands are affected.  

• Upper Falls Splash Pad – The City held a groundbreaking ceremony for the splash pad; the splash pad is 
scheduled to open to the public June/July 2025.  The PRC Department will operate the splash pad.  Mr. 
Chapman asked what the water source is for the water.  Commissioner Banks stated the splash pad 
will use city water; the recycled water will go into a holding tank to be used for irrigation. Mr. 
Chapman asked if the additional expense has been added to the PRC budget.  It will be reviewed in the 
next budget cycle. No, it has not been added to the budget. 

• Christina Street Bridge: The city has been working on the project as a connection way for bikers and 
walkers.  the city will acquire 12K square feet of land as part of the project.  Ms. Wilkinson asked how 
the land would be used.  Commissioner Banks stated the land would be used to allow public passage 
and the department would be involved with thinking through the design. 

• Spears Community Garden – the bid for construction of the garden opens this Thursday.  
 

4. Committee Reports  

• Community Preservation Committee -B. Dunker 
o No report 

• Urban Tree Commission – B. Wilkinson 
o Between PRC and the Tree Conservancy over 500 trees are being planted this fall  
o Julie Babcock, Admin to the Forestry Division will transition to full time in this position soon, 

she is currently still working in the payroll roll.  Marc Welch will also be attending the Programs 
& Service meeting on Wednesday to address for a review of the new tree ordinance  

• Farm Commission – B. Wilkinson 
o Two members are resigning 
o During the last meeting there was a budget review and an event review  
o Part of the Farm mission is education; this will be the focus for 2025 

• Commonwealth Golf Foundation – J. Neville 
o Greens renovation bid came in over budget 
o Golf Course Management bid opens Nov 21 

 
5. New Business 

• December meeting is TBD, depending on if a public hearing is scheduled. 

• Commissioner Banks stated she will meet with the Law Department for guidelines in creating a sign 
policy.  Ms. Butts commented the policy must have consistency and general guidelines and has 
concerns that every project will get a sign. Commissioner Banks asked if any Commission members are 
interested in serving on a sign policy committee.  Mr. Chapman, Mr. Dunker and Ms. Fitzgerald 
volunteered for the committee. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 9:21 pm 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Robin McLaughlin, Commission Secretary 
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