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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: January 16, 2025
PLACE/TIME: Fully Remote
ATTENDING: Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair

Scott Aquilina, Member

Robert Imperato, Member
Matthew Montgomery, Member
Nancy Greenberg, Alternate
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Susana Lannik, Member
Rick Wetmore, Member

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting
permanent members were S. Aquilina, R. Imperato, and M. Montgomery. Alternate N. Greenberg was

appointed to vote as a full member. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was recorded on
Zoom.

142 Beacon Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

This review was continued from previous meetings. Mark Lewis presented an application to replace the
aluminum siding with HardiePlank. They had removed a section of the aluminum siding and there was wood
siding with a 7-inch exposure. They proposed 7-inch exposure HardiePlank with the smooth side on the
exterior. The sample at the site was 5-inch exposure with a faux-grain pattern.

Materials Reviewed:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/844469
Pdf: Compiled 142 Beacon

Assessors database map

Historic photo

Photos of the house

Elevations with product and material siding

Section detail of the side entry

MHC Form B

N. Greenberg said that the exposed wood siding looked fine and asked why they wouldn’t repair it and keep it.
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S. Aquilina noted that HardiePlank was widely used and, if the smooth side on the exterior was used, was
indistinguishable from painted wood. P. Vieira said that the commission had not previously approved this
product, although that did not mean they could not consider it. M. Montgomery was concerned about setting
a precedent and about how the architectural elements would be treated — understanding what would happen
with the fascia, trim, corner boards, and shutters was important. He was willing to compromise on the siding,
given that the existing was vinyl, to improve the entire building. M. Lewis said that they would match the trim
and shutter with wood and noted that the existing shutters were vinyl. N. Greenberg asked if the commission
would consider HardiePlank for the back and sides, and wood for the front. Commissioners asked the applicant
to come back with the details about the architectural elements and to provide a mock-up or sample area. M.
Lewis said they could provide a full section mock-up using the 7-inch smooth sided HardiePlank; it might take
several months. The applicant agreed in writing to continue the review to a future regularly scheduled
meeting.

160 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Jennifer Drayton presented an application to replace the windows on the right-side sunporch with Harvey
Classic vinyl grille-between-glass vinyl windows. The existing windows appeared to be wood true divided lite
windows; however, the other windows on the property had been replaced with grille-between-glass windows.
The casement windows would be replaced with a double-hung window, a fixed window, and a large picture
window.

Materials Reviewed:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/851573
Pdf: Compiled 160 CHR

Assessors database map marked to show location of windows

Window quote

Photos

Detailed window quote

MHC Form B

P. Vieira advised commissioners that the commission had limited jurisdiction over proposed changes for
properties located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that were only visible from a private way. The
commission could only make non-binding recommendations for the proposed replacement windows. P. Vieira
stated that the commission had consistently required historic windows be replaced in-kind —in this case, the
replacement windows would be all-wood casements with interior and exterior grilles. S. Aquilina and P. Vieira
stated that maintaining the historic aesthetic — casement windows with the same design composition — was
recommended. The commission recommended either an all-wood or wood aluminum-clad simulated divided
lite with interior and exterior grilles; vinyl windows were not authentic and would not hold up over time. P.
Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Non-Applicability for the application as submitted with the
recommendation to maintain the historic window type and composition, and recommendations for an
appropriate replacement window. S. Aquilina seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion
was passed, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: January 17, 2025
SUBJECT: 160 CHESTNUT HILL RD - Certificate of Non-Applicability

Preserving the Past i’% Planning for the Future


https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/851573

Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
Page 3 of4

Replace the wood casement windows on the right-side sunporch with Harvey Classic vinyl grille-between-glass
vinyl windows.

The commission recommends using an all wood or aluminum-clad (wood interior, aluminum exterior)
simulated divided lite (with interior and exterior grilles) which have an authentic historic look and will hold up;
vinyl does not look authentic and does not hold up.

The commission also recommends using casement windows with the same grille pattern, and using the same
division of the four windows for the larger window opening, to maintain the historic composition and
aesthetic.

46 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Ricardo Bilonick presented an application to build a sauna at the back of the house. The sauna would be visible
from Chestnut Hill Road and Beacon Street. They proposed a darker color stain to present as a landscape
element and tie into the planters on the upper terrace.

Materials Reviewed:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/851855
Pdf: Compiled 46 CHR

Assessors database map

Photos and map showing area of work

Existing and proposed site plans

3-D drawings of the sauna

Visibility studies from Chestnut Hill Road and Beacon Street
Views of the back of the property

Renderings

Proposed plans

Proposed elevations

Section drawings

Detail drawings

Site section

Demolition scope

Product and material information

MHC Form B

Commissioners agreed that the view from chestnut Hill Road was minimal, but it was quite visible from Beacon
Street. P. Vieira commented that the “Freedom Gray” color was a medium tone and looked weathered and
neutral. M. Montgomery wanted to see it painted to blend in with the house. P. Vieira said a comparison of the
brown and the gray would be helpful. S. Aquilina requested a rendering from Beacon Street and a close-in
rendering. N. Greenberg agreed that the brown was too much of a contrast. The applicant agreed in writing to
continue the review to a future regularly scheduled meeting.

Administrative discussion
Minutes: The October and November 2024 minutes were approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
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