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Friday, Jan. 24, 2025

Mayor's Newton Update

Outrageous Demand by Three Cannabis Companies

Three of Newton’s retail marijuana businesses — Garden
Remedies (697 Washington Street in Newtonville),
Ascend (1089 Washington Street in West Newton
Square), and Redi (24 Elliot Street in Upper Falls) —
have recently threatened to sue the City of Newton if we
do not refund community impact fees they paid to the City
of Newton under their host community agreements
(HCAs). Garden Remedies entered into its HCA with the
City in 2018 and Ascend and Redi entered into their
HCAs in 2019.

These host community agreements are a requirement
under state law in order for marijuana businesses to obtain a state license and
conduct business in any city or town. Under state law and through these HCAs,
cities and towns collected community impact fees of up to three percent of each
business’s gross sales.

Garden Remedies, Ascend, and Redi voluntarily agreed to make annual
community impact fee payments to the City of Newton when signing the HCAs.
The three businesses agreed to the amount of the community impact fees and
clearly acknowledged that the fees were not only reasonable but also directly
proportional to the costs of addressing the potential health, safety, and other
effects or impacts of marijuana on the community in the HCAs. These are exactly
the types of costs permitted under state law and guidance from the State’s
Cannabis Control Commission.

Garden Remedies, Ascend, and Redi chose to locate and operate in Newton.
They selected Newton as a favorable place to engage in the business of selling
marijuana products. By many accounts, their operations have been financially
rewarding. During much of that time, these businesses complied with their HCAs
and paid their impact fees without objection.

The City of Newton spent these funds, in accordance with Massachusetts law, to
address the increase in community need for services of our police, health, public
works, and schools; for drug abuse and prevention services, as well as mental
health services as a consequence of the operation of the marijuana businesses.
Specific examples include funding positions for social workers and psychologists
in the Newton Public Schools.
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Now Garden Remedies, Ascend, and Redi are asserting that the community
impact fees were somehow illegal. They are demanding the City refund the
money spent over many years on these critical public services. This demand is
not based on any court ruling or on the determination by the Cannabis Control
Commission that the impact fees were illegal. In fact, while the state law
governing HCAs was amended in 2022 to severely limit the ability of communities
to collect impact fees in the future, that change in law did not affect the City’s
rights nor the obligations of Garden Remedies, Ascend, and Redi to pay agreed
upon impact fees under their HCAs. This has been confirmed by a recent
decision in Middlesex Superior Court.

Garden Remedies, Ascend and Redi’s demand for a refund is outrageous.

These companies negotiated the community impact fees with us in good faith.
These three businesses signed their HCA contracts willingly. They had expert
lawyers negotiate the terms. | am dismayed that these businesses received
significant benefits from their HCAs but are now trying to claw back the City’s
bargained for benefit. The fees paid to the City were used to pay for vital
programs and services and cannot be returned. Our taxpayers should not have to
“pay back” these cannabis companies.

We have been diligent in monitoring the effects of marijuana sales in Newton and
have been transparent in investing the community impact fees in ways that are
reasonably related to the impacts of these operations on our community and
residents. The City annually posts their use on the City website and annually
provides documentation of their use to the marijuana businesses. Now, however,
not only are these businesses demanding a refund, Ascend and Redi have
refused to make their final payments to the City, breaking their contractual
obligations and costing the City’s taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars that
will need to be made up in the City’s budget.

This issue is simple — the City has complied with the requirements of the HCAs
and relied on these three businesses to fulfill the promises they made in the
HCAs to pay community impact fees to their host community. Skipping payments
and/or attempting to claw back prior payments are clear violations of the HCAs
and a breach of contract.

The Newton Law Department will vigorously defend the legality of our signed
agreements.

When two parties voluntarily sign a contract, one would expect both parties to
comply with the terms as long as both parties keep their end of the agreement.
Newton has kept its end of the agreement. Garden Remedies, Ascend and Redi
cannot just break their promise to the residents of Newton.

Newton Receives Excellent 3.78% Interest Rate on 25-Year Bond Sale

With the strength of the City of Newton’s Moody’s “Aaa” Bond Rating (the highest
rating possible), we went out to the bond market this week to sell approximately
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$86 million of bonds.

Bond proceeds will provide funding in part for the Lincoln-Eliot, Franklin, Horace
Mann and Countryside Elementary Schools, the Cooper Center for Active Living,
and the Union Street Drain Extension.

Eleven bidders vied for the opportunity to purchase our bonds, with the winning
bidder offering a “true interest rate” of 3.78% - an exceptional rate in the current
market.

New Water Meters and Customer Portal

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection recommends water
meters in our homes and businesses be replaced every 10 years. Newton’s
meters were installed in 2012 and 2013 so we’re replacing all of them.

Help Us Complete the Work

We've replaced 90% of all 26,814 meters in Newton as of last Friday, Jan. 16.
That leaves just 2,947 meters that still need to be replaced.
We need your help to finish all the replacements.

We have delivered three letters and two door hangers with information about the
water meter replacement program to the remaining 2,947 properties.

Please visit newtonmeters.com or call 1-866-983-8080 to schedule an
appointment. When scheduling an appointment, property owners will need
specific information from the letters or door hangers. Can'’t find the letter or door
hanger? We'll be sending additional letters to all property owners who have not
responded to previous notifications.

No More Water Bill or Water Leak Surprises

For the 90% of us whose water meter has already been replaced, sign up to
monitor your water consumption, detect water leaks quickly and create “water
threshold alerts.”

The customer portal, called Neptune 360, is user-friendly with useful charts and
graphs.

Activate your City of Newton Neptune 360 water use portal account today at
newtonma.my360-app.com.

Have your water bill handy when you sign up. You will need your account number
(and either your full name or street address).

e Click create account on the first screen.

¢ Accept the website terms and conditions
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» Enter the bill number without dashes

o Enter the account holder's full name (as it appears on the bill)
o Enter the Street address

e Provide three security questions with answers

e Enter your email address

o Alink will be sent to the email for account activation. (Check your spam
folder as the email may be flagged as spam.)

o Create a password

¢ Done!

Mount Ida Campus of UMass Amherst Update

We learned this week that the University of Massachusetts issued a request for
proposals seeking interest for potential real estate development at both its main
campus location in Amherst and the Mount Ida Campus of UMass Amherst off
Carlson Road in Oak Hill in Newton.

Jeff Cournoyer, UMass Assistant
Chancellor and Mount Ida Campus
Managing Director, shared with us
that the University wants to gauge
interest in a public-private
partnership for on-campus real
estate development aligned with the
University’s mission.

The Mount Ida campus is 66 acres.
The University currently offers a
variety of professional and
experiential learning programs at the
campus with approximately 75 students living on campus this semester.

The core academic, administrative, residential and recreational campus,
approximately 50 acres, would remain. But, Cournoyer shared, potential
development of the remaining campus might include “young alumni” housing for
recent graduates of UMass and/or housing for older adults which could serve as
a practicum for UMass students in a number of disciplines.

We will be in close communication with UMass officials with respect to the RFP
process and will keep everyone informed. This might be a very big deal for this
section of Newton, and we’ll want to be right on top of any potential changes.
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(Notably, as this property is owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, our
City may have fewer formal controls over their decisions. Any potential proposal
would require thorough evaluation by our Law Department.)

In the meantime, questions, concerns, and suggestions can be directed to UMass
Ambherst at universityrelations@umass.edu.

A New City Seal

The City Council Programs & Services Committee approved the design for a new
City Seal. This follows years of discussions, community input and meetings.

It goes to the full City Council for a vote the week after next on Monday, Feb. 3.

The design for the new City Seal:

The current City Seal:

The goal of our graphic designer Sebastian Ebarb was to capture the values,
identity and spirit of Newton.

The design depicts the quintessential view of Newton’s City Hall from across the
ponds in front of it. The graphic designer included elements from original versions
of City of Newton seals.

The full name City of Newton is used with Massachusetts spelled out. (Did
you know there are Newtons in lowa, Kansas and at least 21 other states in
the U.S.?) The font style, appearance, and structure are pulled from one of
the original versions of our City Seal.

The year 1688 is highlighted as it is when an independent township
(separating from Cambridge) was officially established in what is now
Newton.

The words Liberty and Union are core community values and are on our
current City Seal.

The tree echoes the one on our current seal and amplifies Newton as “The
Garden City.”

The design includes "Thirteen Villages" as all 13 of our villages are a
special feature of Newton.

The color orange was incorporated as both our high schools use it.

We are asking for feedback. Take a short survey here. City Councilors will find
your input helpful to make their final decision. The final draft design can be
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viewed here.

This design grew out of years of discussion and community input. In the fall of
2020, | convened an Ad Hoc City Seal Working Group to look at our City Seal. |
asked them to make recommendations about whether the image depicted is still
relevant and meaningful 155 years after its creation, and whether there were
graphics and/or words that would better portray Newton.

In November 2021, the Group submitted its final report with several
recommendations. These included that the scene of John Eliot evangelizing
Indigenous people be replaced with a more suitable image and that the overall
design be simplified to allow for accurate reproduction in many formats (on
vehicles, documents, trash cans, etc.). Click here for a summary and the full
report.

Last spring, the City Council unanimously approved proceeding with the process
of updating the City Seal and submitting a Request for Proposal for a graphic
design professional. Sebastian Ellington Ebarb Design (SEED) was hired in
December 2023.

The City Seal Working Group consists of Historic Newton Director Lisa Dady, City
Councilors Bill Humphrey and Julia Malakie, Director of Community Engagement
& Inclusion Hattie Kerwin Derrick, Newton Planning Department Urban Designer

Shubee Sikka and residents Jim Murphy and Ryan Naragon.

In June 2024, the working group presented the community with three draft
designs. They took that feedback and created a final draft design which was
presented this week to the Programs & Services Committee. During this meeting,
they made some tweaks which are reflected in the current design.

If the City Council chooses a new City Seal, we do not expect to change the Seal
on everything immediately. Rather, we expect generally to replace the current one
as new items are ordered.

Find more information at newtonma.gov/Mayor (click on City Seal Working
Group). Questions or feedback in the meantime? E-mail us at
cityseal@newtonma.gov.

Outstanding Restauranteur

MIDA chef/owner Douglass Williams’ is a 2025 James Beard Award semi-finalist
in the Outstanding Restauranteur category!

The chef of the busy Italian restaurant on Washington Street at Trio has a
wonderful restaurant and, in Newton, we also know him as a terrific neighbor.

Congratulations Douglass.

Warmly,
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Ruthanne

(Photo: MIDA’s Douglass Williams at the podium
giving the keynote speech at Newton’s Annual
Community Breakfast in 2022.)

P.S. The Lunar New Year begins next Wednesday, _
Jan. 29. May the “Year of the Snake” bring much Chinese New Year 20235
happiness, wisdom and prosperity. Year of the Snake

Lunar New Year’s Celebrations in Newton:

o Newton Free Library’s Lunar New Year
Celebration is this Saturday, Jan. 25 from
2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Enjoy interactive activities, games, snacks and more. This
celebration is a collaboration between the Newton Free Library and the
Newton Education Support Network, the Chinese American Association of
Newton, and the Newton Chinese Language School.

e The Newton Housing Authority will host a Lunar New Year Festival on
Saturday, Feb. 1 at the American Legion Nonantum Post 440, 295
California St., with traditional Chinese food, music, dance and art. The
Lunar New Year Festival begins at 1:00 p.m. and is free for NHA residents
and friends and $10 for the general public. RSVP to Sergei Pahirya at
spahirya@newtonhousing.org or call/text 617-581-3127.

e The New Art Center at 61 Washington St. will celebrate the Lunar New Year
on Sunday, Feb. 2 from noon to 4:00 p.m. with “make and take” art
workshops, music and more. Click here for more information about guest
artists, performers and festivities.

P.P.S. Step into the shadows of Transylvania and
prepare for a twist on the classic tale of Dracula

' at the Newton Theatre Company’s production.
sterring Linda Goetz Shows will be performed on three consecutive
Steven Dietz Friday and Saturdays starting tonight Friday, Jan.
o Ol 24 through Saturday, Feb. 8. Click here for tickets
and more information.
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P.P.P.S. Staying in Newton during
school vacation week? The Newton Free
Library has a week full of activities for
youngsters from lego free play to learning
a dance routine to animal drawing and a
show that combines music, science and puppets — and more. Click here for a full
schedule of activities from Tuesday, Feb. 18 through Saturday, Feb. 22.

" WINTER BREAK
" EVENTS -

Past P.S.s Happening Soon:

o S S 9, P.S. The 4" Annual WinterFEST, Newton
Commonty | - Community Pride’s weekend of activities and
E ] community celebrations, begins tonight Friday,
Jan. 24 and continues through Sunday, Jan. 26.
Festivities kick off with ice sculptures, live music,
hot chocolate and more in Newton Centre on
" Friday late afternoon, continues on Saturday with a

v .y guided winter walk through Cold Spring Park, a

W storytime (The Lost Mitten with the author!) at

JSnuSEvIRSER2ORTC TS Newtonville Books, and a free Soup Social with live
music at the Hyde Community Center (inside) on
Saturday evening in Newton Highlands, and culminates on Sunday with a free
screening of Happy Feet (very family friendly featuring Mumble a sweet little
penguin) at West Newton Cinema and winter crafts and a family dance party at
New Art Center. Click here to see the full schedule with all the details.
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