
 
      CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
          Newton Historical Commission 

*Staff Memo* 
 

Meeting Date:  January 23rd, 2025 
Location:   Zoom 
Time:    7:00 PM 
 
This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view 
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84251308113 or dial 
+13126266799,,84251308113# 
 

1. 1615 Beacon Street 

  Local Landmark Review 
  View Application Here 
   
  Summary: This is a landmarked ca. 1750 farmhouse with several  
  additions. This is an application for a new sign on the property. 
 
  Description: 1615 Beacon Street was originally built around 1750 by  
  Moses Craft, with a rear ell added in 1768, another small addition in the  
  late 19th century, and a further addition built in 1986. The building was  
  initially built in the Georgian style, but later alterations added Federal,  
  Greek Revival, and Gothic Revival details. The main block of the house is  
  two-and-a-half-stories and five-bays-wide-by-two-bays�deep, with three  
  dormers on the front roof and a large porch on the front of the home.  
  The 1768 ell is two-stories and two-bays-wide-by two-bays-deep, and the  
  late 19th century addition, which is one-and-a�half-stories tall and two- 
  by-two-bays, fills in the space between the main block and the 1768 ell.  
  The 1986 wing is two-and-a-half stories tall, and eight-bays-wide-by-four- 
  bays-deep. The property, known as the Staples-Craft-Winswall Farm, was  
  listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1986, and was  
  designated a Newton City Landmark in 2015. The applicant seeks to install  
  a new sign on the property.  
 

2. 58 Selwyn Road 

  Partial Demolition 
  View Application Here 

  Summary: This is a partial demolition application for a 1953 ranch style  
  house in an inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the  
  property preferably preserved and approves of the proposed addition.  
 
  Description: This is a 1953 ranch-style home built by developer J.D.  
  Builders, Inc., and designed by architect Walter Greymont. The one-story  
  house features a side gabled roof, brick chimney, and an attached garage.  
  This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Selwyn Road- 
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Truman Road-Linda Lane- Mildred Road Historic Area, a subdivision of ranch and cape style 
homes built primarily by J.D. Builders, Inc., between 1949 and 1958. The neighborhood has 
seen some demolition, but retains a sense of historic context. This is an application for 
partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to remove the existing roof and build a second-
story addition.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This home is in an inventoried, relatively well-preserved  
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and  
approves of the proposed addition.  
 

3. 140 Dartmouth Street 

Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage 
View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1940 Colonial Revival style house in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of 
the proposed addition.  
 
Description: This is a 1940 Colonial Revival style house built by Hyman Green and designed 
by architect David J. Abrahams. Abrahams designed a number of residential and commercial 
buildings in the Boston area in the first half of the Twentieth Century, including 19 that are 
inventoried on MACRIS. This two-story brick house features a hipped roof, brick chimney, 
attached garage, and a centrally-located front entryway. The property is inventoried on 
MACRIS as part of the Pickwick Road Historic Area, a subdivision of approximately 75 houses 
built in the Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, and Craftsman styles between 1910 and the 
1950s. This is an application for partial demolition, in which the applicant seeks to demolish 
the existing garage and portions of the rear elevation to construct an addition.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in an inventoried neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed 
addition.  
 

4. 18 Pershing Road 

Partial Demolition of House and Total Demolition of Garage 
View Application Here 

Summary: This is a well-preserved 1940 Cape style house. Staff recommends finding the 
property preferably preserved, and approves of the proposed addition.  
Description: This is a 1940 Cape style house built by developer Leonard Trowbridge and 
designed by architect F.L. Aurelio. The one-story, five-bay-wide house features a side-gabled 
roof, brick chimney, and an enclosed porch on the right side of the building. A dormer on the 
rear of the house was added in 1949. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are 
any others on Pershing Road or the surrounding neighborhood, although the area does 
retain a sense of historic context with primarily original cape and ranch style houses 
remaining. This is an application for partial demolition of the house, and total demolition of 
the detached garage, which was also built in 1940. The applicant seeks to demolish portions 
of the left side of the house, to construct a two-story addition with an attached garage.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a neighborhood with some historic 
context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and approves of the 
proposed addition.  

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854925
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854908


 
5. 17 Fernwood Road 

Total Demolition of House and Garage 
View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1936 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  
 
Description: This is a 1936 Dutch Colonial style house built by S. Giordano and designed by 
architect A.J. Richard. This two-story house features a gambrel roof, brick chimney, and a 
covered front entryway. There is a one-story sun room on the right side of the house and an 
enclosed entryway on the left side. The detached garage was also built in 1936. This property 
is not inventoried on MACRIS, however there are many inventoried properties and areas 
nearby, and the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many original 
Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial, and Cape style houses remaining nearby.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved property in a well-preserved neighborhood, 
staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale and massing of the neighborhood, 
with Colonial or Dutch Colonial design elements.  
 

6. 420 Lowell Avenue 

Total Demolition 
  View Application Here 

  Summary: This is a 1949 Garrison Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood.  
  Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  
 
  Description: This is a 1949 Garrison Colonial style house built by developer T.J. McGreevy.  
  The two-story, two-bay-wide house features a side-gabled roof, brick chimney, and an  
  attached garage. There is a one story addition on the right side of the house that was built in  
  1986. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Grove Hill Park historic area, a  
  subdivision of approximately 100 houses originally laid out in 1887, with the majority of  
  construction occurring in the first half of the Twentieth Century. The neighborhood retains a  
  good sense of historic context, with several remaining Garrison Colonials that look very  
  similar to this property.  
 
  Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in an inventoried neighborhood. Staff  
  recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
  Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial  
  demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.  
 

7. 308 Prince Street 

Total Demolition 
View Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1916 Colonial Revival style house in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/853624
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854661
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Description: This is a 1916 Colonial Revival style house built by developer Andrew J. Davis. 
The two-story brick house features a hipped roof, with gabled dormers on the front and side 
elevations. There is a two-story ell that extends to the rear on the left side of the building, 
and a one-story sun room on the right side of the building. This property is inventoried on 
MACRIS as part of the Wauwinet Road – Prince Estate Historic Area, a subdivision of 
approximately 80 houses designed in the Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles built 
between 1916 and the late 1930s. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic 
context, with primarily original homes remaining.  
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood and Colonial 
details. 
 

8. 10-12 Frances Street 

Total Demolition 
View Application Here 

Summary: This is a ca. 1900 American Foursquare style house in a relatively well-preserved 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Description: This is a ca. 1900 American Foursquare style house, built on land that appeared 
to be owned by an E. Moulton. Historic maps show that this was the first house built on 
Frances Street, and one of the first built in this neighborhood south of Boylston Street. By 
1929, only five other houses had been built on Frances Street. The home features a flat roof 
that comes to a flat point at the top, and has a gable over the main entryway. The two-story 
building has a brick chimney, small front porch, and a deck area above the main entryway. 
This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on Frances Street, however 
the building appears well-preserved, and the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic 
context, with primarily original homes in various architectural styles. 
 
Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in an area that retains historic 
context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial 
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood. 
 

9. 5 Morseland Avenue 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 

View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1950 Colonial Revival on a well-preserved street. 

Description: This is a 1950 Colonial Revival style house built by developer John R. Elander. 
Elander immigrated from Sweden in the early 20th century an started a general contracting 
business that is still operated by his family. The two-story home features a side-gabled roof, 
clapboard siding, and a centrally-positioned entryway with columns surrounding. There is an 
attached garage on the left side of the house, and a one-room ell on the right side of the 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854984
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854537
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/831643


 
home. The neighborhood is mixed architecturally, but does still retain mostly original homes. 
This house is not inventoried on MACRIS, but several others on the street are. 
 

10. 17 Warren Avenue 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1890 Italianate house. 

Description: This is a ca. 1890 Italianate style house, originally owned by Frederick Coe, a 
house painter. The two-story house features a front-gabled roof, a covered entryway, and 
two brick chimneys. There are two one-story bay windows, one on the front and one on the 
right side of the home. The home also features two rear ells, one of which is two stories but 
slightly shorter than the main block of the building, and a further one-story ell that extends 
on the right side of the rear of the building. This property is individually inventoried on 
MACRIS, as are two others on Warren Ave, built in a similar period. The neighborhood 
retains a good sense of historic context, with several remaining original Victorian-Era homes. 
 

11. 208 Chapel Street 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1869 Classical Revival style house. 

Description: 208 Chapel Street, the Thomas and Hannah Keeffe House, is a ca. 1869 Classical 
Revival style house. The three-bay-wide, two�story house features a side gabled roof, 
covered entryway, and brick chimney. The house originally featured a two-story ell 
projecting from the right rear of the home, before another two-story ell was added on from 
the left rear. A further one-story ell was added to the rear from the left ell. The house is 
individually inventoried on MACRIS. The neighborhood has mixed historic context, with some 
new construction as well as many original homes remaining. 
 

12. 20 Renee Terrace 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 

View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1962 split-level house.  

Description: This is a 1962 split-level house built by J.D. Builders, Inc. and designed by 
architect Walter Greymont. The home has a centrally positioned entryway and a brick 
chimney on the left side of the house. There is a garage on the right side of the house, with a 
room above projecting slightly forward from the rest of the house. The projection features 
vertical siding while the rest of the house is horizontal. There is some new construction on 
the street, but many of the original split-level houses remain. This house is not inventoried 
on MACRIS, nor are any others on Renee Terrace. 
 

13. 81 Avalon Road 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/853026
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/836994
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/854876
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/834326
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/853096
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/831975


View Application Here 
View Original Application Here 

Summary: This is a 1915 Dutch Colonial in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood. 

Description: This is a 1915 Dutch Colonial style house, built by developer Robert T. Fowler 
and designed by architect Joe Hutchison. The house features a gambrel roof, with shed 
dormers on both the front and rear of the home. The house features a screened-in front 
porch, stone foundation, and brick chimney. There is a one-story bay window and an 
enclosed entryway on the left side of the house. The property is inventoried on MACRIS as 
part of the Upland Road-Pine Ridge Roads residential area, a neighborhood of primarily 
Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial, and Cape style homes built between 1910 and the late 
1920s. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic character, with many original 
homes remaining. 
 

Administrative Items 

14. Approval of Minutes 

Approval of Minutes for December 19th, 2024, NHC Meeting 

15. Adjournment 

 
The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini 
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or 
(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s 
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089. 
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