Real Property Reuse Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Thursday, January 16, 2025

Present: Councilors Danberg (Chair), Lucas, Getz, Gentile, Malakie, Oliver and Lipof

Absent: Councilor Laredo

Also Present: Councilors Albright, Malakie and Wright

City staff Present: Senior Assistant City Solicitor Andrew Lee, Director of Planning & Development

Barney Heath, and Economic Development Director John Sisson

All Real Property Reuse Committee agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the
following link: https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-ad-hoc-
committees/real-property-reuse-committee

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9L3qYFArA04&list=PLgJiDbsvfNjUHxcVvfmmt3G7sdC5x6zs-

#205-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Chestnut Street
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on April 8, 2024 a letter
stating that the 8 parking spaces on City-owned property at 25 Chestnut
Street, should be made available for sale or lease, pursuant to the City of
Newton Ordinances Section 2-7.

Action: Motion to make the initial determination to sell or lease the property 7-0
Motion to waive the JAPG 7-0
Real Property Reuse Held and set the Public Hearing for February 27", 2025 7-0

Note: Andrew Lee, Senior Assistant City Solicitor presented the attached
presentation regarding the next steps that can be taken by the Real Property Reuse
Committee.

The steps tonight are for the committee to make an initial determination if the City would
like to sell or lease this property, to decide if the committee would like to waive the JAPG and
to set a Public Hearing date. Atty. Lee explained that the initial determination is a non-binding
decision.

A councilor noted that they disagree with the City selling or leasing of the property but would
like to hear from the public at the public hearing.

A councilor noted their approval of the City selling this property to the potential business at
that property.
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The Committee decided to schedule the public hearing for February 27t.

Councilor Gentile motioned to waive the JAPG, make the initial determination to sell or lease
the property, set the public hearing date for February 27t and hold the item which passed
unanimously.

#36-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 2023 a
letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known as 169
Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for sale or
lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7.
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0, Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024 on 1/25/24
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not voting), Public Hearing Continued
on 03/28/2024
Action: Motion to give the JAPG a 90- day extension
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0

Note: The Chair explained that the JAPG has requested a 90-day extension to further
deliberate the project and get more information. A councilor questioned if the JAPG has the
correct resources to be able to be given more information. Barney Heath, Director of Planning
& Development explained that they have been working and are in communication with the
JAPG.

Councilor Gentile motioned to approve the 90- day extension for the JAPG and hold the item
which passed unanimously.

The Committee adjourned at 7:48 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Danberg, Chair
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REAL PROPERTY REUSE
PROCESS

CITY OF NEWTON — CHESTNUT STREET — POLICE ANNEX
JANUARY 16, 2025
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The City Department responsible for subject property submits to the
Mayor a written record of the decision to declare property available for
sale, lease or for a different municipal purpose.

The Mayor dockets written record with the Clerk and the Clerk notifies
the Director of Planning and Development.

The Director submits a written report to the Clerk recommending
whether the property should be transferred to a different department or
declared available for sale or lease.

The Clerk dockets the item with the City Council for referral to real
property reuse committee (the “Reuse Committee”).

Reuse Committee makes an initial determination that either: (a) City

should retain property—in the custody of the same or different
department; or (b) property should be made available for sale or lease.

++ Reuse Committee has discretion to hold a public hearing prior to

making initial determination

Sale/Lease
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Initial Determination —=Sale or
L ease

This is a NON-BINDING determination
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Waiving the JAPG

The Reuse Committee can waive the requirement of a JAPG
when the subject property contains no buildings.
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The Report — JAPG Waived

The Reuse Committee has two options:

1. Consider the recommendations in the previously provided report
from the Director of Planning and Development; or

2. Request the department of Planning and Development prepare an
additional report

° a. the additional report must be filed within 180 days from the date the JAPG
is waived.
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Public Hearing

*JAPG not waived
* Public hearing held within 30-60 days of submission of JAPG report

*JAPG waived and no Additional Report
* Public hearing held within 60 days from date the JAPG is waived

*JAPG waived and Additional Report requested

* Public hearing held between 30-60 days from the submission date of
the report
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REUSE COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATION

The last step for the Reuse Committee after the close of the public
hearing is to vote on a recommendation to the full City Council.

**Recommend that the property be sold or leased
“»Set minimum sale price

«»*Specific use characteristics of the property

**Recommend that the property be retained by the City for an identified
purpose
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FULL CITY COUNCIL VOTE

Within 60 days of the Reuse Committee’s recommendation, the full City
Council is required to vote on a resolution to the Mayor for the
disposition and future use of the property.

+»+2/3 vote required.

**Resolution may authorize the Mayor to lease or sell all or a portion
of the property and set minimum financial terms.

The Mayor then takes appropriate action based on the Council’s
recommendation
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Summary of Potential Actions

*Make an Initial Determination

* Available for sale or lease - This will Automatically Begin the Process of
Establishing the JAPG

* Continue to be used by the City — This determination will automatically
become the recommendation to the City Council.

*Waive Requirement of JAPG
*Determine Whether to Request Additional Report

*Set Public Hearing Date



