
 

City Council Reports Docket 
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Safety & Transportation 
January 13: Zoning & Planning and Finance            
January 16: Real Property Reuse  
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7:45PM, Hybrid 

To be reported on 
                              Monday, January 21, 2025 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 7:45 PM. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89040904737 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 
US: +13092053325, 890 4090 4737 

 
Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US 
Webinar ID: 890 4090 4737 

 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 
13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s Youtube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 
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City of Newton 

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon 
  

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 
01/13/2025 

  
Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Krintzman, Getz, Danberg, and 
Kalis; also present: Councilors Malakie, Lipof, Lucas, and Greenberg 
 

 
1 The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of 
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F89040904737&data=05%7C02%7Csmatthews%40newtonma.gov%7Cc098f53d09874dd65aae08dd36400257%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638726370729743172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=woxYbqmGapGciG9Me%2BnsZXKi2svU%2FDixRkJEvlUPJDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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#317-24 Requesting discussion and possible amendments to Section 5.4.2 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a discussion and possible amendments 
to retaining wall regulations for Multi-Family/Commercial/Industrial/Civic 
Buildings in Section 5.4.2 of Chapter 30 Zoning. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 09/23/2024 
 Zoning & Planning Held; Public Hearing Set for 11/14/24 6-0 (Councilor 
Danberg Not Voting) on 10/10/2024 
Zoning & Planning Held 4-3 (Councilors Albright, Danberg, Kalis Opposed) 
(Councilor Krintzman Not Voting) on 11/14/2024 

   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024 
Zoning & Planning Approved 4-1-3 (Councilor Wright Opposed) (Councilors 
Kalis, Krintzman, and Oliver Abstained)  

  
#369-24 Requesting discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 

Ordinance 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion and amendments to Newton's 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance, so it complies with the State's 
Zoning Act (Ch. 40A). 

   Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 10/10/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 12/19/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0; Public Hearing Set for 02/26/2025   
 
#369-24(2)  Reques�ng discussion and amendments to Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 

Ordinance 
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE reques�ng discussion and possible 
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 
in addi�on to those needed to comply with recent changes to the State’s 
Zoning Act (Ch. 40A).  

  Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 
 
#43-24  Quarterly update on projects using the VCOD overlay district 

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT AND DANBERG requesting updates on any potential 
projects brought to the Planning Department under the new Village Center 
Overlay District.  The updates should include indications of interest and actual 
permits filed; for which villages and under which zoning districts; number of 
stories and units. 

   Zoning & Planning Held 6-0 (Councilor Albright Not Voting) on 02/15/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/25/2024 
   Zoning & Planning Held 8-0   
  
#501-24 Appointment of Christopher Pitt to the Planning and Development Board 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Christopher Pitt, 9 Hunnewell Circle, 
Newton as an alternate member of the Planning and Development Board for 
a term of office set to expire on February 1, 2027. (60 Days: 02/14/2025)  

   Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0   
  

Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
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01/08/2025 
  
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Oliver, Micley, Malakie, Humphrey, Lobovits, and 
Farrell; absent: Councilor Baker; also present: Councilors Getz, Albright, and Lucas 
 
 
 
 
#1-25  Request to move Ward 3, Precinct 2 Polling Location 

CITY CLERK requesting that the Ward 3, Precinct 2 polling location, currently 
located at Temple Shalom at 175 Temple Street, be relocated to The Warren 
House at 1600 Washington Street. 

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  
#149-24 Ordinance amendment to prohibit the sale of tobacco in Newton to anyone 

born on or after 1/1/2000 
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT, HUMPHREY, KRINTZMAN, DOWNS, LUCAS, BIXBY, 
AND DANBERG requesting a discussion and amendment to Chapter 20 
Section 3 or sections as appropriate to protect the health, safety, and welfare 
of the young people in Newton by creating a prohibition of sales such that no 
person, firm, corporation, establishment, or agency shall sell tobacco or e-
cigarette products to anyone born on or after 1/1/2000.   

   Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 04/10/2024 
 Programs & Services Held 5-0 (Councilor Krintzman Not Voting) on 
06/20/2024 
Programs & Services Approved as Amended Changing “1/1/2000” to 
“3/1/2004” 5-2 (Councilors Micley, Farrell Opposed)  

  
#206-24 Requesting complete review and appropriate changes to the Rules of the 

City Council 
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN AND LAREDO requesting the review of the Rules of 
the City Council, traditionally done through a Subcommittee of the Programs 
& Services Committee. The Committee should review the rules and make 
recommendations to the full Committee in time for the recommendations to 
be reviewed and adopted by the full Council prior to the Inauguration of the 
next term's City Council, when the Rules for that Council are formally adopted 
at Inauguration. 

   Programs & Services Held 5-0 (Councilor Baker Not Voting) on 06/05/2024 
   Programs & Services Held 5-0 on 09/18/2024 
   Programs & Services Held 7-0   
  
#468-24 Appointment of Armine Freeman to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Armine Freeman, Newton South High 
School as a member of the Youth Commission for a term of office to expire on 
January 6, 2027. (60 Days: 01/31/2025)  

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
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#469-24 Appointment of Evelyn Shih to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Evelyn Shih, Noble and Greenough 
School, Dedham as a member of the Youth Commission for a term of office 
set to expire on January 6, 2028. (60 Days: 01/31/2025)  

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  
 
 
#470-24 Appointment of Leyla Gustin to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Leyla Gustin, Newton North High School 
as a member of the Youth Commission for a term to expire on January 6, 
2028. (60 Days: 01/31/2025)  

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  
#472-24 Reappointment of Rhiannon Esposito to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Rhiannon Esposito, Newton North 
High School as a member of the Youth Commission for a term to expire on 
January 6, 2028. (60 Days: 01/31/2025)  

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  
#475-24 Appointment of Naman Dadlani to the Youth Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Naman Dadlani, Newton South High 
School as a member of the Youth Commission for a term to expire on January 
6, 2028. (60 Days: 01/31/2025)  

   Programs & Services Approved 7-0   
  

          Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#498-24 Authorization to appropriate and expend $180,000 for March 2025 Special 

Election  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of one hundred eighty thousand dollars ($180,000) from June 30, 
2024 Certified Free Cash to support the March 2025 citywide Special Election 
to fill the vacant Ward 7 School Committee seat.    
Programs & Services Approved as Amended Changing “one hundred eighty 
thousand dollars ($180,000)” to “one hundred eighty-three thousand three 
hundred ninety-five dollars ($183,395)” 7-0   
Finance Approved as Amended Changing “one hundred eighty thousand 
dollars ($180,000)” to “one hundred eighty-three thousand three hundred 
ninety-five dollars ($183,395)” 8-0 on 01/13/2025 

 
#499-24 Appointment of W. David Power to the Election Commission 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing W. David Power, 805 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Newton as a member of the Election Commission for a term of office 
set to expire on March 31, 2029. (60 Days: 02/14/2025)  
Programs & Services Denied 4-2-1 (Councilors Humphrey and Krintzman 
Opposed) (Councilor Micley Abstained)  
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Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
01/08/2025 

  
Present: Present:  Councilors Grossman (Chair), Greenberg, Lucas, Block, Bixby and Wright; 
absent:  Councilors Downs and Lipof  

 
 
#124-24 Requesting a discussion with the Fire Department 

COUNCILOR GROSSMAN requesting discussion with the Newton Fire 
Department on year-over-year data, which may include fires, injuries, 
inspections, hiring and overtime.  

   Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0   
  

Referred to Finance Committee 
01/13/2025 

  
Present: Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Malakie, Grossman, Bixby, Humphrey, 
Greenberg, Lipof, and Micley 
 
#495-24 Requesting to accept and expend a $500,000 reimbursable grant from the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s Complete Streets Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the 
sum of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) in a reimbursable grant from 
the Massachusetts Department of Transportation's Complete Streets 
Program, to be used to provide sidewalks along the north side of Nahanton 
Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham Street and improve the Wells 
Avenue/Nahanton Street intersection for pedestrians. 

   Finance Approved 8-0   
  
#496-24 Requesting to accept and expend a grant of “up to $250,000” from Newton 

Little League 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 
grant of "up to two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000)" from Newton 
Little League for the purchase and installation of sport lighting for Murphy 
Field at Albemarle Park and for other general improvements to the field and 
appurtenances.  

   Finance Approved 8-0   
  
#497-24 Request for authorization to expend $10,000 for the full and final 

settlement of Weberson Pinto v. City of Newton 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend the sum of ten-
thousand dollars ($10,000) for full and final settlement of the M.G.L. c. 258 
claim Weberson Pinto v. City of Newton. 

   Finance Approved 8-0   
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        Referred to Finance and Programs & Services Committees 
#498-24 Authorization to appropriate and expend $180,000 for March 2025 Special 

Election 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of one hundred eighty thousand dollars ($180,000) from June 30, 
2024 Certified Free Cash to support the March 2025 citywide Special Election 
to fill the vacant Ward 7 School Committee seat.    
Finance Approved as Amended Changing “one hundred eighty thousand 
dollars ($180,000)” to “one hundred eighty-three thousand three hundred 
ninety-five dollars ($183,395)” 8-0    
Programs & Services Approved as Amended Changing “one hundred eighty 
thousand dollars ($180,000)” to “one hundred eighty-three thousand three 
hundred ninety-five dollars ($183,395)” 7-0 on 01/08/2025 

 
Referred to Real Property Reuse Committee 

01/16/2025 
  
Present: Councilors Danberg, Lucas, Oliver, Malakie, Gentile, Getz, and Lipof; also present: 
Councilors Albright, Wright and Kelley; absent: Councilor Laredo  
 
#205-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Chestnut Street 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on April 8, 2024 a 
letter stating that the 8 parking spaces on City-owned property at 25 
Chestnut Street, should be made available for sale or lease, pursuant to the 
City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7. 

   Real Property Reuse Held 8-0 on 06/12/2024 
  Motion to make the initial determination to lease the property 7-0 

Motion to waive the JAPG 7-0 
Real Property Reuse Held and set the Public Hearing for February 27th, 2025 
7-0 

  
#36-24  Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 2023 
a letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known as 169 
Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for sale or 
lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7. 
Real Property Reuse Held; Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024 7-0 on 
01/25/2024 
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   Motion to close the Public Hearing passed 8-0 on 06/12/24 

Motion to make the initial determination to lease 26,356 sq ft the property 
8-0 on 06/12/24 
Motion to create the JAPG 8-0 on 06/12/24 
Motion to give the JAPG a 90- day extension  

   Real Property Reuse Held 7-0   
  

 


