
Rules Subcommittee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Thursday, November 21, 2024 

 
Present: Councilors Oliver (Chair), Humphrey, and Baker 
 
Absent: Councilor Krintzman 
 
Also Present: Councilors Albright and Farrell  
 
City Staff: Jaclyn Norton, Committee Clerk 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Rules 
Subcommittee | City of Newton, MA (newtonma.gov) 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: 11-21-24 Rules Subcommittee Meeting  
 
Chair’s Note: The Rules Subcommittee will continue its review of City Council Rules. The focus of 
this meeting will be on the following items: 
 

• Items referred to the Public Safety & Transportation Committee. Continued from 10-17-
24 Meeting. 

• Threshold that triggers a joint referral to the Finance Committee and the substantive 
committee.  

 
Items Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
 
The Chair outlined that during the last discussion, the topic of road design being moved out of 
Public Facilities and into Public Safety & Transportation was brought up. The current chair of 
Public Facilities spoke against this idea due to the close work needed between the Public Works 
Department. Subcommittee members opposed moving the Public Works Department to Public 
Safety & Transportation. It was noted that there could be a potential threshold for projects that 
would have major projects go to both Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation. The 
Chair stated that he would reach out to the Public Works Department to discuss what a 
potential exemption could look like.  
 
The clerk introduced the topic of moving auto dealer licenses and permits for storage of towed 
vehicles from the Land Use Committee to Public Safety & Transportation. This change is to 
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remove some work from the Land Use Committee along with having these permits reside in the 
same committee as those regarding taxi, bus, and public auto licensing. Councilors expressed 
no reservations about the change and approved it unanimously. 
 
Threshold for Automatic Joint Referral to Finance and Substantive Committee 
 
The Chair noted that he spoke to both the current and former chair of the Finance Committee 
and they both expressed opposition to the proposed change. The reasoning behind this 
opposition is to allow the Finance Committee to focus on the finances of the City while the 
substantive committee is able to focus on the workings of the department. Subcommittee 
members concurred and made no changes to the threshold.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John Oliver, Chair 
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