
Rules Subcommittee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Thursday, October 17, 2024 

 
Present: Councilors Oliver (Chair), Humphrey, and Baker 
 
Absent: Councilor Krintzman 
 
Also Present: Councilors Malakie, Grossman, Block, and Farrell  
 
City Staff: Carol Moore, City Clerk/Clerk of the Council; and Jaclyn Norton, Committee Clerk 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: Rules 
Subcommittee | City of Newton, MA (newtonma.gov) 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: 10-17-24 Rules Subcommittee  
 
Chair’s Note: The Rules Subcommittee will continue its review of City Council Rules. The focus of 
this meeting will be on the following items: 
 

• Items referred to the Public Safety & Transportation Committee. 
• Addition of a dress code. 
• Amendments from the Clerk’s office regarding the hygiene of the document. 
• Noting what items are referred to the Real Property Reuse Committee. 
• Incorporation of the Financial Audit Advisory Committee into the text of City Council 

Rules. 
 
Items Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
 
The chair of the Public Safety & Transportation Committee described that the workload of the 
Committee ebbs and flows and that the topic of safety as it relates to transportation has 
evolved. Councilors added that the Police and Fire Departments are the core topics of the 
committee and there is the possibility to combine other topics into this committee. It was 
proposed that docket items about road design be moved from Public Facilities to Public Safety 
& Transportation. These projects are currently within the Public Works Department and 
Councilors expressed hesitancy with splitting a department between two substantive 
committees.  
 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee/rules-subcommittee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee/rules-subcommittee
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/rec/share/TU7H78m7ydeMEeHKpPgRc1GRGg4umWKC-XRtozq9NztM4AsP98oi1du1n2jVWeSl.UTBo7zeBHCUU8vTW
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Another topic raised was placing sustainability-related matters within Public Safety & 
Transportation. Currently, these matters are handled by either the Zoning & Planning or Public 
Facilities. This change would allow these items to always go to one committee and help provide 
more items for Public Safety & Transportation. A Councilor noted the need to find a place for 
the sustainability budget.  
 
Dress Code 
The Chair noted that this was briefly discussed at the 09-19-24 meeting of the Rules 
Subcommittee and Councilors expressed interest in not including a dress code.  
 
Cleanup of Document 
Carol Moore, City Clerk/Clerk of the Council; and Jaclyn Norton, Committee Clerk, described 
that the proposed changes outlined in the agenda serve the purpose of correcting references, 
grammatical errors, and aligning the rules with current practices.  
 
Real Property Reuse Committee 
Councilors expressed no concerns regarding the inclusion of draft language to specify what 
items are referred to the Real Property Reuse Committee.  
 
Financial Audit Advisory Committee 
Councilors expressed no concerns regarding the inclusion of draft language to move the 
Financial Audit Advisory Committee from a continuing resolution to a new Article XII. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John Oliver, Chair 
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