
Finance Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Monday, January 13, 2025 
 

Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Malakie, Grossman, Bixby, Humphrey, Greenberg, Lipof, and Micley 
 
City staff present: Comptroller Steve Curley; Financial Analyst II Trevor Goehring; Financial Planning & 
Analysis Manager Perry Rosenfield; Deputy Comptroller Stela Zaloshnja; Commissioner of Parks, 
Recreation & Culture Nicole Banks; Commissioner of Public Works Shawna Sullivan; Elections Supervisor 
John Doyle; Director of Parks & Open Space Luis Perez Demorizi; and Assistant City Solicitor Kristen 
Annunziato  
 
All Finance agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/finance-
committee  
 
 

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following link:  
Finance Committee - January 13, 2025 
  
  Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#498-24  Authorization to appropriate and expend $180,000 for March 2025 Special Election 
  HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum 

of one hundred eighty thousand dollars ($180,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash to support the March 2025 citywide Special Election to fill the vacant Ward 7 
School Committee seat.  

  Programs & Services Approved as Amended Changing “one hundred eighty thousand 
dollars ($180,000)” to “one hundred eighty-three thousand three hundred ninety-five 
dollars ($183,395)” 7-0 on 01/08/2025 

Action: Finance Approved as Amended Changing “one hundred eighty thousand dollars 
($180,000)” to “one hundred eighty-three thousand three hundred ninety-five dollars 
($183,395)” 8-0   

 
Note:   Elections Supervisor John Doyle joined the committee to discuss this item and shared an 
estimated budget of $183,395 for running this Special Election.  
 
A councilor asked for clarification on what the City Charter says about special elections and another 
councilor answered that if there is a vacancy within the first 15 calendar months of the term, the City 
Council needs to call for a special election to replace that person. Chair Gentile encouraged the Council 
to look at the Charter to potentially amend this section.  
 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/finance-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/finance-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqoQ2x3Nl2w&list=PLqJiDbsvfNjVG22BlBRI4bodYnXHIBU0u
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Councilor Malakie motioned to amend this item and approve it as amended which passed 
unanimously.  
 
#495-24  Requesting to accept and expend a $500,000 reimbursable grant from the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s Complete Streets Program 
  HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of five 

hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) in a reimbursable grant from the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation’s Complete Streets Program, to be used to provide 
sidewalks along the north side of Nahanton Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham Street 
and improve the Wells Avenue/Nahanton Street intersection for pedestrians.   

Action:  Finance Approved 8-0 
 
Note:  Commissioner of Public Works Shawna Sullivan joined the committee to discuss this 
item.  Commissioner Sullivan noted this project will allow the City to make important pedestrian 
improvements including sidewalks and ADA ramps and intersection improvements. This project will 
also be utilizing mitigation funds from Opus 2Life and the Ride Share Fund and will need additional 
Council approval after the design stage is complete. Commissioner Sullivan explained that this project 
was approved in 2016 when the City submitted the Complete Streets Prioritization Plan.  
 
A councilor expressed enthusiasm for this project in Ward 8.  
 
Councilor Lipof motioned to approve, which passed unanimously.  
 
#496-24  Requesting to accept and expend a grant of “up to $250,000” from Newton Little 

League 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a grant of “up 
to two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000)” from Newton Little League for the 
purchase and installation of sport lighting for Murphy Field at Albemarle Park and for 
other general improvements to the field and appurtenances.   

Action:  Finance Approved 8-0   
 
Note:  Commissioner of Parks, Recreation & Culture Nicole Banks and Director of Parks & Open 
Space Luis Perez Demorizi joined the committee to discuss this item. Commissioner Banks explained 
this project was funded by Newton Little League and chosen because community groups will be losing 
access to some of their ball fields due to upcoming construction projects.  
 
A councilor asked how the community meeting process went regarding this project and Mr. Perez 
Demorizi answered that the process has gone well. The same councilor asked about hours of operation 
for the lights and Mr. Perez Demorizi answered that the lights will be scheduled based on use and they 
are remote controlled so the lights will turn on when a group is scheduled to use the field.  
 
Councilor Micley motioned to approve, which passed unanimously.  
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#497-24  Request for authorization to expend $10,000 for the full and final settlement of 

Weberson Pinto v. City of Newton 
  HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend the sum of ten-thousand 

dollars ($10,000) for full and final settlement of the M.G.L. c. 258 claim Weberson Pinto 
v. City of Newton.  

Ac�on:  Finance Approved 8-0 
 
Note:   Assistant City Solicitor Kristen Annunziato joined the commitee to discuss this item. Ms. 
Annunziato explained that this was an alleged rear-end car accident of a City truck into Mr. Pinto’s car. 
The plain�ff had claimed about $60,000 in damages but the Law Department was able to nego�ate 
down to $10,000.  
 
A councilor asked if the li�ga�on that the City and the plain�ff are currently in will go away if this 
setlement is reached and Ms. Annunziato confirmed that this will be part of the setlement 
agreement. The same councilor noted that the Law Department has done an excellent job nego�a�ng 
setlements over the last couple items that have come before the Council.  
 
Councilor Malakie mo�oned to approve, which passed unanimously.  
 
The Committee adjourned at 7:25pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leonard Gentile, Chair 
 



Request for Funds for 2025 
Special Local Election

Docket #498-24

#498-24



#498-24



#498-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Programs & Services Committee 

through its Chair Joshua Krintzman and the Finance Committee through its Chair Leonard Gentile, 

authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of one hundred eighty three thousand three 

hundred ninety five dollars ($183,395) from June 30, 2024, Certified Free Cash to support the 

March 2025 citywide Special Election to fill the vacant Ward 7 School Committee seat be and is 

hereby approved as follows: 

 FROM: Free Cash 
   (0001-3240) ..................................................... $183,395.00 
 
   
 TO: Special Election 
  (01C10104-579500) ......................................... $183,395.00 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 

 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk Mayor 
          Date: _______________  



#495-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend the sum of five hundred thousand dollars 

($500,000) in a reimbursable grant from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s 

Complete Streets Program, to be used to provide sidewalks along the north side of Nahanton 

Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham Street and improve the Wells Avenue/Nahanton Street 

intersection for pedestrians, is hereby approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 

 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
 



#496-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend a grant of “up to two hundred fifty 

thousand dollars ($250,000)” from Newton Little League, for the purchase and installation of 

sport lighting for Murphy Field at Albemarle Park and for other general improvements to the field 

and appurtenances, is hereby approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 

 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
 



#497-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, authorization to expend the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for the full 

and final settlement of the M.G.L. c. 258 claim Weberson Pinto v. City of Newton is hereby 

approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved  
DRAFT 

 

 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

   Date: _____________ 
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