
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

Finance Committee Agenda 
City of Newton 
In City Council 

Monday, January 13, 2025 

The Finance Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting on Monday, 
January 13, 2025, at 7:00 pm. To view this meeting using Zoom use this link:
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81977958213 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the 
following Meeting ID: 819 7795 8213

Items scheduled for discussion: 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#498-24 

#495-24 

#496-24 

Authorization to appropriate and expend $180,000 for March 2025 Special Election 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum 
of one hundred eighty thousand dollars ($180,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free 
Cash to support the March 2025 citywide Special Election to fill the vacant Ward 7 
School Committee seat.  
Programs & Services Approved as Amended Changing “one hundred eighty thousand 
dollars ($180,000)” to “one hundred eighty-three thousand three hundred ninety-five 
dollars ($183,395)” 7-0 on 01/08/2025 

Requesting to accept and expend a $500,000 reimbursable grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s Complete Streets Program 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of five 
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) in a reimbursable grant from the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation’s Complete Streets Program, to be used to provide 
sidewalks along the north side of Nahanton Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham Street 
and improve the Wells Avenue/Nahanton Street intersection for pedestrians.   

Requesting to accept and expend a grant of “up to $250,000” from Newton Little 
League 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a grant of “up 
to two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000)” from Newton Little League for the 
purchase and installation of sport lighting for Murphy Field at Albemarle Park and for 
other general improvements to the field and appurtenances.  

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81977958213
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#497-24  Request for authorization to expend $10,000 for the full and final settlement of 

Weberson Pinto v. City of Newton 
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend the sum of ten-thousand 
dollars ($10,000) for full and final settlement of the M.G.L. c. 258 claim Weberson Pinto 
v. City of Newton.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leonard Gentile, Chair 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Programs & Services Committee 

through its Chair Joshua Krintzman and the Finance Committee through its Chair Leonard Gentile, 

authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of one hundred eighty three thousand three 

hundred ninety five dollars ($183,395) from June 30, 2024, Certified Free Cash to support the 

March 2025 citywide Special Election to fill the vacant Ward 7 School Committee seat be and is 

hereby approved as follows: 

 FROM: Free Cash 
   (0001-3240) ..................................................... $183,395.00 
 
   
 TO: Special Election 
  (01C10104-579500) ......................................... $183,395.00 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 

 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk Mayor 
          Date: _______________  



#495-24



#495-24



Complete Streets Funding Program 
Tier 3 Project Application 

Exhibit A - Scope of Work Narrative 

Municipality: Newton 

Date: 5/1/2024 

Describe each project included in the Tier 3 Project Application (Excel file) as recommended below. 
Be sure to detail any components that were not sufficiently described in the Project Application. 

Add additional projects to this document as needed. Submit this Scope of Work Narrative as a Word 
document (not a PDF) with the Tier 3 Project Application. 

Describe projects in the order they appear on the Tier 3 Project Application: 

Tier 2 Project Priority Ranking: 5 
Project Name: Wells Avenue Multimodal Access – Phase 1 
Project Description:  

Wells Avenue is home to a variety of destinations of regional importance, including a business park in 
the N-Squared Innovation District, the William James College of Psychology, the Russian School of 
Mathematics, several medical offices, and the Wells Avenue YMCA. Unfortunately, the Wells complex 
is poorly served by existing infrastructure and difficult to access via foot or transit, with no sidewalks 
along Nahanton Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham Street. Expanding transportation options and 
safe multimodal access to Wells Avenue has been a safety, economic development, and transportation 
goal for the City for many years.  

The proposed project will increase access to the Wells Avenue complex and provide much-needed 
improvements to pedestrian safety, access, and comfort along Nahanton Street by providing ADA-
compliant pedestrian accommodations along the northern side of Nahanton Street from Wells Avenue 
to Dedham Street. Within the project limits, there are currently no pedestrian facilities along Nahanton 
Street. The proposed project will close a critical pedestrian network gap by connecting the existing 
sidewalk along Nahanton Street/Kendrick Street west of Wells Avenue to the existing sidewalk network 
along Winchester Street and Dedham Street. The pedestrian accommodations will include a continuous 
hot mix asphalt sidewalk with new vertical granite curb (6.5’ width except where narrower 
accommodations are needed to navigate around mature trees) and ADA-compliant pedestrian curb 
ramps. Sidewalk will be constructed along the northern side of the road from the existing sidewalk 
terminating at Wells Avenue to the existing sidewalk at the Dedham Street intersection, a total length 
of approximately 4,800 feet. 

The proposed project will also include high-visibility crosswalks at the Nahanton Street/Wells Avenue 
intersection, the Nahanton Street/Winchester Street intersection, and at the Nahanton Street/Dedham 
Street intersection to accommodate the new pedestrian movements. Furthermore, the project will 
include the installation of audible pedestrian signals (APS), including pedestrian push buttons and 
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countdown timers, at the Nahanton Street/Wells Avenue intersection and at the Nahanton 
Street/Dedham Street intersection to provide ADA-compliant accommodations for pedestrians crossing 
at those intersections. 

This project will improve pedestrian access to the many businesses within the Wells Avenue complex, 
the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Greater Boston (located at 333 Nahanton Street), the Newton 
Community Farm, residential neighborhoods, and several educational institutions, including the 
William James College of Psychology, the Russian School of Mathematics, and the Mount Ida Campus 
of UMass Amherst.  
 
Schools within 1 mile of the project limits include the William James College of Psychology, the 
Russian School of Mathematics, the Mount Ida Campus of UMass Amherst, and Memorial-Spaulding 
Elementary School. 
 
Senior destinations of note within ¼ mile of the project limits include the Newton-Wellesley Hospital 
Rehabilitation Services, Wells Avenue YMCA, LifeCare Advocates, and the JCC.  
 
Although the project does not lie within an Environmental Justice (EJ) community, it will help to 
enhance safety and multimodal access for EJ neighborhoods adjacent to the project limits, as areas of 
Newton surrounding the project limits are categorized as a Minority Environmental Justice population. 
The project will enhance equity by improving access to the MBTA bus route 52, a critical transit 
connection for this area of Newton along the Dedham Street corridor. The proposed continuous and 
ADA-compliant pedestrian accommodations along Nahanton Street will improve access, safety, and 
comfort to transit riders using Route 52 to access the many destinations along Nahanton Street, 
including the Wells Avenue complex.  
 
Since the submission of Newton’s Complete Street Prioritization Plan, the limits of the proposed 
sidewalk construction were extended from Winchester Street easterly to Dedham Street. This is the 
result of the City realization of the need for continuous pedestrian accommodations along the entirety 
of the Nahanton Street corridor to fill in the critical network gap between Wells Avenue and Dedham 
Street. Filling this gap would connect the residential neighborhoods off of Dedham Street, the Mount 
Ida Campus of UMass Amherst, the Ledgebrook condominium complex, the Newton Community 
Farm, the JCC campus, and the many destinations along Wells Avenue. Furthermore, since 
submission of the Prioritization Plan, the MBTA bus route serving the Wells Avenue complex has 
changed, with the bus stop location relocating from Winchester Street north of Nahanton Street to 
Dedham Street at Nahanton Street.  

There is a well-worn dirt path along the entirety of the Nahanton Street corridor that clearly indicates 
the existing walking demand in the corridor and the pressing need for safe, accessible pedestrian 
accommodations. In addition, the previously proposed minor intersection box widening is no longer 
included in the project scope to accommodate a bicycle connection, as the City has already 
implemented on-road bicycle lanes along the full length of Nahanton Street in Newton. 

Work for this project includes unclassified excavation, hot mix asphalt sidewalk, granite curbing, 
cement concrete pedestrian curb ramps, hot mix asphalt and cement concrete driveways, installation of 
traffic signal equipment, drainage adjustments, other minor utility adjustments, and other incidental 
work. The applicable project categories include the following: ADA-Compliant Curb Ramps, 
Pedestrian Signal Upgrades, Crosswalk Improvements, Sidewalk, and Transit Station/Stop Access 
Improvements. 
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April 29, 2024 

Amy Schectman  

Chief Executive Officer 

2Life Communities 

30 Wallingford Road 

Brighton, MA 02135  

RE: Support for Complete Streets Funding Grant Application 

Dear MassDOT, 

I am writing on behalf of 2Life Communities to express our strong support for the City’s application 

for a Complete Streets Funding Grant. This funding is critical for pedestrian signalization and 

accessibility improvements at the intersection of Nahanton Street and Wells Avenue, and for 

constructing a sidewalk along the north side of Nahanton Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham 

Street. 

For 60 years, 2Life Communities has been dedicated to providing affordable, purposeful living 

environments for older adults. Our mission ensures every senior lives a full life of connection and 

purpose in a dynamic, supportive community. The 2Life Nahanton Campus, which includes the two 

Coleman House buildings and the new Opus building, exemplifies this mission by targeting seniors 

with affordable and vibrant community life for this often-overlooked demographic. 

The two Coleman House buildings currently provide housing and supportive services to 146 very low 

and extremely low-income senior households (at or below 50% AMI). Notably, half of the residents at 

Coleman House do not own cars, making pedestrian infrastructure critically important for their 

mobility and independence. 

The Opus building, scheduled to open in Summer 2025, will offer 174 apartments specifically 

designed for middle-income seniors. With the addition of the Opus building, the total Nahanton 

Campus will offer 320 apartment units, further enriching the diversity and vibrancy of the community. 

The proposed street improvements are essential for linking our Nahanton Campus residents to the 

broader community. Wells Avenue, a key component of the N-Squared Innovation District, hosts a 

variety of important destinations. Despite its significance, the area is currently poorly served by 

infrastructure and difficult to access by foot or transit due to the lack of sidewalks along Nahanton 

Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham Street.  

Moreover, the proposed sidewalk and crosswalk improvements will greatly increase options for 

walking destinations, connecting our community to local treasures such as the Newton Community 

Farm, Cutler Park, and the Blue Heron Trail. These additions will enhance the recreational 
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opportunities for our residents, encouraging physical activity and deeper engagement with the 

natural environment. 

 

By addressing these gaps, the proposed project will significantly enhance access to these regional 

destinations and provide much-needed improvements to pedestrian safety, access, and comfort 

along Nahanton Street. The installation of ADA-compliant pedestrian accommodations, including 

high-visibility crosswalks and audible pedestrian signals, will transform the area, making it accessible 

and safe for all pedestrians, particularly our senior residents. These improvements align with our 

mission to support aging in community, enabling residents to maintain their independence and 

mobility.  

 

These pedestrian routes are vital not only daily but also for observant Jewish residents of the 2Life 

Nahanton Campus and nearby Jewish Community Center (JCC) campuses who do not drive on the 

Sabbath. 

 

Additionally, the completion of the public sidewalk link on Nahanton Street would create a one-mile 

walking loop in the immediate vicinity of the 2Life Nahanton Campus and the JCC. This loop 

promotes physical activity and social interaction among our residents and integrates them more fully 

into the fabric of the wider community. 

 

These enhancements support our commitment to universal design and sustainability, evidenced by 

Opus's goal for LEED Gold certification and adherence to Passive House performance standards. 

The improvements are aligned with longstanding city goals to expand transportation options to Wells 

Avenue, enhancing economic development and community connectivity. 

 

By supporting this grant application, MassDOT will aid in fulfilling a crucial need that complements 

our efforts at the 2Life Nahanton campus, setting a precedent for how to address the specific needs 

of diverse community members. 

 

We strongly advocate for the approval of this application, as these improvements are vital for 

ensuring the safety, accessibility, and well-being of our residents and the broader community. 

 

Thank you for considering this pivotal application. We are eager to see the positive impact this 

project will have on our community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Amy Schectman  

Chief Executive Officer 

2Life Communities 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend the sum of five hundred thousand dollars 

($500,000) in a reimbursable grant from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s 

Complete Streets Program, to be used to provide sidewalks along the north side of Nahanton 

Street from Wells Avenue to Dedham Street and improve the Wells Avenue/Nahanton Street 

intersection for pedestrians, is hereby approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 

 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
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#496-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 
 
 That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, the authorization to accept and expend a grant of “up to two hundred fifty 

thousand dollars ($250,000)” from Newton Little League, for the purchase and installation of 

sport lighting for Murphy Field at Albemarle Park and for other general improvements to the field 

and appurtenances, is hereby approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 

 
 
 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
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#497-24 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Leonard Gentile, authorization to expend the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for the full 

and final settlement of the M.G.L. c. 258 claim Weberson Pinto v. City of Newton is hereby 

approved.  

 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved  
DRAFT 

 

 
 
(SGD) CAROL MOORE  (SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER 
City Clerk  Mayor 
 

   Date: _____________ 
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