
   
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796‐1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617‐796‐1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  
 

  

 
 

Real Property Reuse Committee Agenda 
  

City of Newton  
In City Council  

  
Thursday, January 16, 2025 

 
The Real Property Reuse Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting 
on Thursday, January 16, 2025, at 7:00 pm which the public may access virtually 
via Zoom. To attend this meeting using Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/81899368967 , or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following 
Meeting ID: 818 9936 8967 
 
Item Scheduled for Discussion: 
 

 #205-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Chestnut Street 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on April 8, 2024 a 
letter stating that the 8 parking spaces on City-owned property at 25 
Chestnut Street, should be made available for sale or lease, pursuant to 
the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7. 

 
Chair’s Notice: The JAPG has asked for a 90- day extension regarding item #36-24. 
 
#36-24  Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 
2023 a letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known 
as 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for 
sale or lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7. 
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0, Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024 on 1/25/24 
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not voting), Public Hearing 
Continued on  03/28/2024 

 
 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Vicki Danberg, Chair   

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81899368967
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81899368967


City of Newton 

Police Department 

December 4, 2024 

Councilor Victoria Danberg, Chair 

Real Property Reuse Committee 

RE: Dkt. No. 205-24 – Reuse of parcel of land on Chestnut Street 

Declaration of Surplus 

Dear Councilor Danberg, 

Please accept this letter as a formal request for the Real Property Reuse committee to 

continue the reuse process to determine whether to make the portions of the eight parking 

spaces at 25 Chestnut Street available for sale or lease. By letter to you dated July 10, 

2024, I had requested to withdraw the Declaration of Surplus in order to explore a 

potential license agreement, as discussed at the June 12, 2024, Real Property Reuse 

Committee meeting. Upon further review of the site, I have determined that lease or sale 

of the property is more appropriate. Any sale or lease of the portions of the eight parking 

spaces will also include a right of access to and from the parking spaces. 

Sincerely, 

George R. McMains 

Chief of Police 

Office of the Chief of Police 
HEADQUARTERS 

1321 WASHINGTON STREET 

NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02465 

TELEPHONE 
(617) 796-2101 

FAX # (617) 796-3679 

George R. McMains 
CHIEF OF POLICE 
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Preserving the Past   Planning for the Future 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  City Councilor Victoria Danberg, Chair, Real Property Reuse Committee 
Newton City Council 

From: Barney Heath, Director of Planning & Development 
John Sisson, Director of Economic Development 

Date: January 9, 2025 

Subject: 25 Chestnut Street Property Disposition 

CC: Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 
Andrew Lee, Assistant City Solicitor 
George McMains, Chief of Police 
Allan Cohen, Commercial Assessor  

I. Brief Background
Since 1984, the City, with the consent of the Newton Police Department, has leased its
portion of fourteen (14) parking spaces found on the north side of its annex property at 25
Chestnut Street to the owner of the property at 1 Chestnut Street. The property at 1 Chestnut
Street, last leased to Bank of America, has been vacant since October of 2022.

II. Current Status
The current owner of the property at 1 Chestnut Street in conjunction with a prospective new
owner/retailer have expressed an interest in leasing or acquiring the Police Department
property portion of the eight (8) parking spaces, which directly abut their property. The
prospective owner, Hillard’s Chocolates, plans to establish a retail chocolate store in the
building at 1 Chestnut Street.

Police Chief McMains has provided his consent to making the Police Department portion of
the eight (8) requested spaces available for sale or long-term lease.

III. Police Property Lay-Out
Previous discussions around a potential lease or sale of the spaces have focused what portion
of the eight spaces request is owned by the City. Accordingly, Associate City Engineer, John

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120

Telefax
(617) 796-1142

TDD/TTY
(617) 796-1089

www.newtonma.gov 

Barney Heath 
Director 

 

205-24

http://www.newtonma.gov/


2 

Daghlian, has calculated that the entire eight (8) parking space area is 1,454.96 square feet, 
with the City portion at 1,001.33 square feet (69%) and the 1 Chestnut Street property portion 
at 452.63 square feet (31%).  
 

IV. Next Steps 
If the Real Property Reuse Committee wishes to undertake further consideration of this 
proposal, the prescribed steps are the following: 
 

• The Reuse Committee can elect to make an initial non-binding determination that this 
property could made available for sale or lease.  
 

• The Reuse Committee can elect to waive to the formation of a JAPG since there are no 
buildings on the site.  

 
• If the Reuse Committee waives the formation of a JAPG, they must hold a public 

hearing within 60 days  
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REAL PROPERTY REUSE 
PROCESS
CITY OF NEWTON – CHESTNUT STREET – POLICE ANNEX

JANUARY 16,  2025
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Initial Determination –Sale or 
Lease

This is a NON-BINDING determination

205-24

Waiving the JAPG

The Reuse Committee can waive the requirement of a JAPG 
when the subject property contains no buildings. 

205-24



The Report – JAPG Waived
The Reuse Committee has two options:

1. Consider the recommendations in the previously provided report 
from the Director of Planning and Development; or

2. Request the department of Planning and Development prepare an 
additional report

a. the additional report must be filed within 180 days from the date the JAPG 
is waived.

205-24

Public Hearing
•JAPG not waived 
• Public hearing held within 30-60 days of submission of JAPG report

•JAPG waived and no Additional Report
• Public hearing held within 60 days from date the JAPG is waived

•JAPG waived and Additional Report requested
• Public hearing held between 30-60 days from the submission date of 

the report 
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REUSE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION
The last step for the Reuse Committee after the close of the public 
hearing is to vote on a recommendation to the full City Council.

Recommend that the property be sold or leased
Set minimum sale price
Specific use characteristics of the property

Recommend that the property be retained by the City for an identified 
purpose

205-24

FULL CITY COUNCIL VOTE
Within 60 days of the Reuse Committee’s recommendation, the full City 
Council is required to vote on a resolution to the Mayor for the 
disposition and future use of the property.

2/3rd vote required.

Resolution may authorize the Mayor to lease or sell all or a portion 
of the property and set minimum financial terms.

The Mayor then takes appropriate action based on the Council’s 
recommendation

205-24



Summary of Potential Actions
•Make an Initial Determination
• Available for sale or lease - This will Automatically Begin the Process of 

Establishing the JAPG 
• Continue to be used by the City – This determination will automatically 

become the recommendation to the City Council. 

•Waive Requirement of JAPG

•Determine Whether to Request Additional Report

•Set Public Hearing Date

205-24



DIV WASHINGTON LLC
125 HIGH ST 21ST FL
BOSTON, MA 02110

JACOB & ASSOCIATES INC
1232 WASHINGTON ST
NEWTON, MA 02465

DIV WASHINGTON LLC
125 HIGH ST 21ST FL
BOSTON, MA 02110

COUTO & CHAVES
169 MAIN ST
STONEHAM, MA 02180

LUNA REALTY PTNRS LTD
104 ADAMS AVE
NEWTON, MA 02465

DONATO MARK F & STEVEN J
WASH ST 1253 TRUST
1231 WASHINGTON ST STE 2
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465-2122

DONATO STEVEN J & MARK F
966 WATERTOWN ST RLTY
1231 WASHINGTON ST STE 2
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465-2122

DONATO STEVEN J TR
WASHINGTON ST 1235 TRUST
1231 WASHINGTON ST STE 2
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465-2122

COMPROPS LIMITED PTNRSHP
180 WELLS AVE STE 100
NEWTON, MA 02459

MAZZOLA CESIDIO TR
CID REALTY TRUST II
979 WATERTOWN ST
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465

CITY OF NEWTON
PARKS AND REC
1000 COMMONWEALTH AVE
NEWTON, MA 02458

THE SECOND CHURCH IN
60 HIGHLAND ST
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465

MADISON QUEENS-GUY
275 GROVE ST  STE 2-150
AUBURNDALE, MA 02466

MARK WN DVLPMT LLC
275 GROVE ST STE 2-150
AUBURNDALE, MA 02466

MADISON QUEENS-GUY
275 GROVE ST SUITE 2-150
AUBURNDALE, MA 02466

MARK WN DVLPMT LLC
275 GROVE ST STE 2-150
AUBURNDALE, MA 02466

KRITZAS JAMES C TR
SAJAK REALTY TRUST
P O BOX 5035
HAVERHILL, MA 01835

BANK OF AMERICA
PO BOX 32547
CHARLOTTE, NC 28232

BANK OF AMERICA
PO BOX 32547
CHARLOTTE, NC 28232

CITY OF NEWTON
POLICE DEPT
1000 COMM AVE
NEWTON, MA 02459

HISTORIC CHESTNUT ST LLC
555 COMMONWEALTH AVE
NEWTON, MA 02459

ISIHARA IKUKO
15 DAVIS ST
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465

SEAWARD WILLIAM & ANNETTE
19 DAVIS ST
NEWTON, MA 02465

THORNE JOAN A
23 DAVIS ST
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465

MADISON QUEENS-GUY
275 GROVE ST  STE 2-150
AUBURNDALE, MA 02466

MADISON QUEENS-GUY
275 GROVE ST  STE 2-150
AUBURNDALE, MA 02466

CITY OF NEWTON
POLICE DEPT
1000 COMM AVE
NEWTON, MA 02459

KENMORE REALTY
1355 WASHINGTON ST
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465

KENMORE REALTY
1355 WASHINGTON ST
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX
DISTRICT COURT
1309 WASHINGTON ST
WEST NEWTON, MA 02465
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