Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC)
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, October 24, 2024, 7:00 p.m.
Remote Meeting via Zoom

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Carl Valente, Secretary, Alan Gordon, Vince
McKay and Marian Rambelle.

Members Absent: Miles Smith, Steven Ferrey, Meryl Kessler and Jim McGonagle,
Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.

Other Participants: Alison Leary, City Council, Julie Malakie, City Council, Susan Albright,
City Council, Phil Arpino, DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division (SMMD), Nicole
Brooks, Chartwell, Alex Lee, Amy Mistrot, NPS and Shara Ertel.

Discussion on Food Service Sustainability:
Amy Mistrot, Newton Public Schools, Director of Business Operations and Nicole Brooks,
Chartwell, Student Engagement and Sustainability Manager, discussed the following:

e Ms. Mistrot has met with representatives from Re:Dish, which provides reusable food
containers that can be returned, washed, and reused. Unfortunately, the cost per container
used and inability of these containers to be used in the cafeteria warming cabinets makes
them impractical to use.

e Currently, the School cafeterias do not have the space to wash and dry reusable food and
meal containers.

e There appears to be opportunities to improve recycling in the schools, but to be successful
this will require a change in behavior by students and staff. It will likely require more staff
support than currently exists.

e Newton South HS is now composting food waste that is generated in the cafeteria food
prep area, so can be handled by existing food service staff. In implementing any food waste
collection system, the School Department needs to make sure it does not create any pest or
vermin conditions.

Approval of September 26, 2024 Meeting Minutes:

On the motion by Mr. McKay, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the Meeting Minutes of September 26
were approved, 4-0-1 on aroll call vote. Mr. Valente, Ms. Kahng, Ms. Rambell and Mr. McKay
voting yes. Mr. Gordon abstaining.

Improving Waste Reduction in Schools:

Ms. Kahng asked whether the SMMC should take what has been learned about school waste
reduction opportunities and compile it into a written document.  This could include
recommendations and options that could be discussed with City officials. There was a general
agreement to prepare such a document. Ms.Rambelle, Mr. Gordon and non-members Ms. Ertel
and Mr. Lee expressed an interest in drafting such a document.



SMMD Update and Q&A:
The SMMD update, dated October 16, 2024 was distributed to Commission members. There were
no comments or questions.

Public Comments/Open Announcements:

e Ms. Kahng noted that the current dates of the November and December SMMC meeting
will need to be changed due to conflicts with holidays.

e Ms. Kahng asked the Commission members if they would like to have more in-person
meetings. The consensus was yes.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the SMMC is scheduled for November at a date to be
determined, to be held via Zoom.

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting:
1. September 26, 2024 Meeting Minutes.
2. October 16,2024 SMMD Update



