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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Newton Historical Commission
*Staff Memo*

Meeting Date: December 19th, 2024
Location: Zoom
Time: 7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89662094718 or dial
+13017158592,,89662094718#

1. 235 California Street
Violation of Demolition Delay Ordinance

Description: This Queen Anne style house was built ca. 1880 for original
owner Samuel Fletcher. Fletcher was a grocer who owned a store nearby
on Bridge Street. The house features typical Queen Anne details including
a porch and a bay window on the front elevation, additional bay windows
on the right and left elevations, cross-gabled roofs, and a brick chimney.
One of the bay windows was added in 1947, and a sunporch was added
on the left side of the house in 1950. The house is individually inventoried
on MACRIS, as are many of the nearby houses on California Street, many
of which were built in a similar style also in the late 1890s. In January
2024, NHC approved plans for partial demolition at this property. During
construction, the building was damaged, leading to a partial collapse.

2. 30 Dorr Road

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1951 Contemporary style house designed by architect
Hugh Stubbins in an inventoried neighborhood that retains historic
context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1951 Contemporary ranch style house built by
Benjamin Franklin Homes, Inc., and designed by architect Hugh Stubbins.
The house was built as part of a subdivision of similar homes laid out by
Franklin Homes between 1951 and 1955. Stubbins was a renowned
architect, whose designs included the Federal Reserve Bank Building in
Boston, Veterans Stadium in Philadelphia, many buildings at colleges
throughout the country, and a number of skyscrapers across the United
States and the world, including the Citicorp Center in Manhattan and the
Yokohama Landmark Tower, once the tallest building in Japan. This split-
level house features a cross-gabled roof with a brick chimney. The main
entrance of the home is centrally located on the elevation facing Dorr
Road, and there is a garage on the bottom level of the right side of that
elevation. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Valley
Spring — Dorr Roads area, a subdivision of Contemporary homes designed
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by Stubbins and Stanley Myers laid out between 1951 and 1955. There has been some
demolition in this area, but it does still retain a sense of historical context.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house in an inventoried neighborhood
consisting of Contemporary style homes designed by two noted architects. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale and contemporary details of the
surrounding neighborhood.

. 44 Erie Avenue

Total Demolition of Carriage House
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1890 Carriage House in a National Register historic district. Staff
welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this property.

Description: This is a ca. 1890 Carriage House located behind the home at 44 Erie Avenue.
The main home was built ca. 1873 in the Italianate style. 44 Erie Avenue is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places as part of the Newton Highlands Historic District and the
Newton Multiple Resource Area 1636-1907. This is a relatively standard carriage house
design, and features a jerkinhead style roof. There is a garage door and a regular entry door
on the front elevation, with two windows on both the right and left side. This neighborhood
retains a good sense of historic context, with other extant carriage houses.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved carriage house in a National Register historic
district. Staff welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this property.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition or renovation of this carriage house.
3 Newland Street

Total Demolition of House and Shed
View Application Here

Summary: This is a well-preserved, inventoried ca. 1863 Colonial Revival house. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1863 Colonial Revival style house built by Charles duMaresque
Pigeon. Pigeon was a Congregationalist minister who was credited as one of the earliest
developers in Auburndale. This home was first owned and occupied by Boston upholsterer
Ralph Davenport. This two-story, three-bay-wide home features a side gabled roof with a
brick chimney. There is a large front porch, and a two-story ell that extends to the rear of the
home. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as is the property next door at 42
Charles Street. Overall, the neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many
original homes remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, inventoried home built in the mid-19t
Century. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.
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Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

1381-1389 Washington Street

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: 1381-1389 Washington Street is a pair of ca. 1860s commercial buildings located
in a National Register listed historic district. Staff recommends finding the properties
preferably preserved.

Description: 1381-1389 Washington Street are two ca. 1860s commercial buildings. 1381
appears to have originally been a house, a two-and-a-half story building likely built in the
Colonial Revival style, with a side gabled roof, brick chimney, and a full-height, hipped roof
ell extending from the left side of the rear elevation. 1385-1389 is a two-story, vernacular
commercial block, with a flat roof and three brick chimneys. Both buildings appear to have
been altered throughout the years. These properties are part of the West Newton Village
Center National Register Historic District, listed on the National Register in 1990. Overall, this
neighborhood remains in-tact and a good sense of historic context.

Staff Recommendation: This is a pair of National Register-listed commercial buildings from
the mid-19t Century. Staff recommends finding the properties preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale and massing of the neighborhood.

60 Audubon Drive

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1956 split-level house in a neighborhood with some historic context. Staff
welcomes discussion of its historic significance.

Description: This is a 1956 split-level house built by developer Frank Mahoney and designed
by architect Charles Smiley. The house features a side-gabled roof, with a brick chimney on
the left side of the house. There is a garage on the lower level of the right side of the house,
with a two-bay living space above. The main entrance to the home is centrally-located on the
front elevation. This property is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on Audubon
Drive or the surrounding streets. The neighborhood does retain some historic context, with a
mix of original split-levels and capes with some new construction.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved mid-century house in a neighborhood with
some historic context. Staff welcomes discussion of the historical significance of this
property.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

31 Emerald Street

Total Demolition


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/849206
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/848194

View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried ca. 1890 vernacular Colonial Revival style house. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1890 vernacular Colonial Revival style house, first owned by laborer
Patrick Malloy. The three-bay-wide, two-story house features a side gabled roof with a brick
chimney. The house has a covered main entryway on the front elevation, and there are two
one-story projections extending from the rear of the house. This property is individually
inventoried on MACRIS, as are eight others on Emerald Street and many more in the
surrounding area. There has been some new construction in the neighborhood, including on
Emerald Street, but overall there is still a sense of historic context.

Staff Recommendation: This is a late 19t Century, inventoried house in a neighborhood with
some historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.

17 Caldon Path

Total Demolition
View Application Here
Summary: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house located in Oak Hill Park. Staff

Description: This is a 1948 Postwar Traditional ranch style house built by the Kelly
Corporation. The design of the house is typical for Oak Hill Park, a ranch with a side-gabled
roof and brick chimney. This property has a second floor addition, which appears to have
been added in 1975, per ISD records. The home is located in Oak Hill Park, the largest mid-
20th century development of single-family homes in the City of Newton, originally built as a
community of affordable housing for World War Il veterans. The neighborhood has seen
considerable new construction over the past few decades; however, many original houses do
remain. The house is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Oak Hill Park residential area.

Staff Recommendation: This house is in a neighborhood with historic significance that has
seen new construction in recent years. Staff welcomes discussion of the historic significance
of this property.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale of the neighborhood.
34 West Street

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1869 vernacular Colonial Revival style house in a well-
preserved neighborhood with many inventoried houses. Staff recommends finding the
property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1869 vernacular Colonial Revival style house, originally owned by
factory worker Henry Casey. The two-story house features a side-gabled roof over the main
block, with a brick chimney, and a covered main entryway on the front fagade. There is a
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two-story ell that extends the full width of the house from the rear of the home, and an
additional one-bay-wide, two-story bump out extending from the rear of that. The ells both
have gabled roofs as well. This property is individually inventoried on MACRIS, as are many
other properties on West Street and the surrounding neighborhood. Overall, this
neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with many original homes of a similar
era and style remaining.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved, inventoried house is in a neighborhood
with a good sense of historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans for a proposed partial
demolition. Any new construction should retain the scale and massing of the neighborhood.
38 Park Lane

Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1939 Colonial Revival style house in an inventoried neighborhood.

Description: This is a 1939 Colonial Revival style house built by developer W.R. Stevenson.
The three-bay-wide, two-story house features a hipped roof, brick chimney, and columns
surrounding the main entryway. There is an attached, two-car garage on the left side of the
house, and a one-room ell on the right side of the house. The house in inventoried on
MACRIS as part of the Fred Holland Chamberlain Estates 5,6, & 8 residential district. The
Estates is a residential subdivision consisting primarily of Colonial Revival style homes
constructed in the late 1920s and 1930s. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic
context with many original homes.

454 Dudley Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This 1956 ranch style house is part of an in-tact development.

Description: This is a 1956 ranch style house, built by developer John A. Bossi, and designed
by architect Joseph Selwyn. The one-story brick home features a cross-hipped roof, brick
chimney, and attached garage. There are no alterations to the home on record in ISD files.
This house is not individually inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on Dudley Road,
however there are several existing homes in a row on Dudley Road that are either very
similar or identical. These were all built as part of a development by Bossi and designed by
Selwyn.

208 Chapel Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here
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Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1869 Classical Revival style house.

Description: 208 Chapel Street, the Thomas and Hannah Keeffe House, is a ca. 1869 Classical
Revival style house. The three-bay-wide, twolBstory house features a side gabled roof,
covered entryway, and brick chimney. The house originally featured a two-story ell
projecting from the right rear of the home, before another two-story ell was added on from
the left rear. A further one-story ell was added to the rear from the left ell. The house is
individually inventoried on MACRIS. The neighborhood has mixed historic context, with some
new construction as well as many original homes remaining.

13. 101 Alban Road
Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a well preserved 1913 Colonial Revival in an inventoried neighborhood.

Description: This is a 1913 Colonial Revival style house, designed by architect George
Houston Burr. Burr designed many buildings in the Boston area in the early to mid 20th
century, both individually and with partner James E. McLaughlin under the name McLaughlin
and Burr. The two-story home, set up on a hill, features a side gabled roof, covered
entryway, and brick chimney. There is an enclosed sunroom on the left side of the house,
with a smaller sunroom above that appears as if it may have been an addition. There is a rear
ell that projects from the right side of the house that features a gambrel roof. The house is
inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Waban Village residential area. The neighborhood
retains a good sense of historic context, with many original homes remaining.

14. 790 Watertown Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This is a 1911 Dutch Colonial house designed by a noted architect.

Description: This Dutch Colonial style home was built in 1911 for William G. Harley by
architect Ernest Boyden and builder Hans Tange. Boyden was a known architect in the
Boston area, who designed over 60 buildings that are inventoried on MACRIS, including 37 in
the state of Massachusetts that are listed on the National Register. Boyden designed many
residential buildings in Boston’s Back Bay neighborhood, and is well known for a series of
water works buildings he designed throughout the state. This two-story house features a
gambrel roof, two brick chimneys, a sun room on the right side of the house, and a covered
entryway.

Administrative ltems
15. Approval of Minutes

Approval of Minutes for November 21st, 2024, NHC Meeting

16. Adjournment
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The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will
be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a reasonable
accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 Coordinator, Jini
Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or

(617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s
TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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