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Date:  September 26th, 2024 

Place/Time: Zoom, at 7:00 PM 

Atending: John Rice, Vice Chair   Mark Armstrong, Member     

Harvey Schorr, Member   Nancy Grissom, Member     

Ka�e Kubie, Member    Scot Friedman, Alternate  

Jennifer Caira, Staff     

 

The mee�ng was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. with Vice Chair John Rice serving as Chair. Vo�ng 
permanent members were Mark Armstrong, Harvey Schorr, Nancy Grissom, and Ka�e Kubie. Alternate 
member Scot Friedman was designated to vote as not all vo�ng members were present. Jennifer Caira 
acted as Zoom host and the mee�ng was digitally recorded on the Zoom device. 

1. 19 Highland Avenue – Local Landmark Review 

Request for Local Landmark Review 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1893 Gothic style church. The applicant seeks to renovate the church 
building and demolish the parish house for a residen�al development. 

Steve Buchbinder was present to represent the applica�on. Don Lang and Tony Hsiao were also 
present to discuss the changes to the previous design. Mr. Hsiao gave a presenta�on using the share 
screen func�on, and explained that the main change was the addi�on of recessed balconies to the 
dormers. Mr. Hsiao explained that there were not changes to the north side of the building.   

Mr. Schorr commented that he liked the balconies and suggested adding dormers to the north side 
of the building. Mr. Hsiao responded that the dormers with recessed balconies work well on south 
side but on the north side starts to impact the units by removing cri�cal space. Ms. Grissom asked 
where parking would be, and Mr. Hsiao commented that parking would be part of the new building, 
which would be shown at the next mee�ng. Ms. Grissom also asked where the entrance would be, 



and Mr. Hsiao clarified it was on the rear of the building. Mr. Hsiao and Mr. Buchbinder commented 
that the whole project will include 20-30 units. Mr. Rice noted that the new senior center will be 
across the street and recognized that Mignonne Murray, director of Senior Services is on the 
mee�ng. Buchbinder stated they will be allowing the city to use part of their site as a lay down area. 

2. 196-198 Sumner Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on  

Staff Reported that this is a 1923 American Foursquare style house in a well-preserved area, staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Jacob Simmons was present to represent the applica�on. Mr. Simmons commented that he did not 
have anything addi�onal to add.  

Councilor Malakie asked why there was not a slide presenta�on. Commissioners commented that 
presenta�ons are not always given for total demoli�on projects. Mr. Armstrong showed photos of 
the property using Google street view. Mr. Armstrong commented that he would find the property 
preferably preserved. 

Ms. Grissom made a mo�on to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Armstrong seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.  

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
JR   
MA   
NG   
KK   
HS   
SF   

 

3. 283 Woodland Road – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on.  

Staff Reported that this is a 1950 Cape style house in a well-preserved neighborhood and just 
outside of a Local Historic District. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Kenneth Leitner was present to represent the applica�on. Mr. Leitner commented that the property 
was previously found not historically significant and that the house has been altered, and that he 
disagreed it should be found preferably preserved.  

Mr. Armstrong commented that he agreed that there was not historic context to this property. Ms. 
Grissom commented that there were bigger houses nearby which may impact context. 



Laura Drubach, an abuter recommended a par�al demoli�on instead of a total demoli�on. Olivia 
Zhao, the property owner, commented that the house was not safe, and shared that a neighbor at 
190 Woodland Road was suppor�ve. MaryLee Belleville commented that there was not a 
presenta�on for this applica�on, and also commented that MACRIS was not exhaus�ve.  

Mr. Friedman made a mo�on to find the property preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 4-2:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.  

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
MA SF  
NG KK  
HS   
JR   
   
   

 

4. 76 Lexington Street – Request for Demoli�on  

Request for Total Demoli�on 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1880 vernacular style house in a neighborhood with mixed historic 
context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

The pe��oner for this project was not present at the mee�ng, as such the commission did not take 
ac�on on this item.  

5. 340 River Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on 

The pe��oner for this project was not present at the mee�ng, as such the commission did not take 
ac�on on this item.  

6. 123-125 Waban Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on 

Staff Reported that this is a 1950 Colonial Revival style house on a well-preserved street. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Carmine Petruzziello was present to represent the applica�on. Mr. Petruzziello commented that 
there was nothing special about the house. 

Mr. Armstrong commented that there was not any context. 

There was no public comment.  



Mr. Schorr made a mo�on to find the property preferably preserved Mr. Friedman seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 2-4:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The mo�on failed, and demoli�on is not 
delayed. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
NG SF  
HS MA  
 KK  
 JR  
   
   
   

 

7. 45 Bonnybrook Road – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on 

Staff Reported that this is a 1940 Garrison Colonial style house in a neighborhood with mixed historic 
context. Staff welcomes discussion of its historical significance. 

Ron Gold was present to represent the applica�on. Mr. Gold commented that he tries to preserve 
older buildings, but that he did not believe this property should be renovated, and that it would not 
make economic sense to do so.  

Mr. Schorr commented that the slate roof did not suggest the roof framing was inadequate.  

Scot McKenzie, an abuter commented that he lived in a nearly iden�cal house that was successfully 
renovated. Elizabeth Denniston, a rear abuter at 124 Dartmouth Street, commented that 45 
Bonnybrook was consistent with the context of surrounding homes. Benjamin Kornitzer commented 
that the street was a gem, but that new development on the street lacks historic context. Jerry 
Mahony, a resident of 31 Bonnybrook, commented that this is the third house on Bonnybrook to 
come before the commission for demoli�on, and that the street is full of construc�on vehicles and 
unsafe for young children. MaryLee Belleville commented that the economics and market interests 
should not be relevant for the historic commission.  

Mr. Friedman agreed with Ms. Belleville’s comments about economics. Mr. Rice agreed. Ms. Kubie 
commented that the commission should focus on the context of the street.  

Mr. Armstrong made a mo�on to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Friedman seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 5-1: 



RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
NG MA  
KK   
HS   
SF   
JR   
   
   

 

8. 56 Parsons Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1880 Queen Anne style house in a well-preserved neighborhood. 
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Arto Dermovsesian was present to represent the applica�on. Mr. Dermovsesian commented that he 
did not think a renova�on made sense for this property.  

Councilor Malakie commented that the house had unique architectural features, and recommended 
finding it preferably preserved.  

Ms. Grissom made a mo�on to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Armstrong seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
MA   
NG   
KK   
HS   
SF   
JR   
   

 

9. 383 Cherry Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on  

Staff Reported that this is an inventoried ca. 1884 Queen Anne style house. Staff recommends 
finding the property preferably preserved. 



Melanie Fleet was present to represent the applica�on. Ms. Fleet commented that she purchased 
the house to demolish it, that she did not see much historic significance, and that the house had 
been altered.   

Mr. Armstrong asked if the property was zoned for 2 family, Ms. Fleet commented that it was. 

Gabriel Caruso commented that he currently lives in the property, and that his family has owned the 
property for 50 years. Mr. Caruso commented that the family wanted to sell the property to 
someone who would build something nice. Bill Jarry, an abuter commented that he lives in a new 
townhouse, and that he agreed that the property should be torn down.   

Ms. Grissom made a mo�on to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Armstrong seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 1-4-1: 

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved. The mo�on failed and demoli�on is not 
delayed. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
NG HS KK 
 SF  
 MA  
 JR  
   
   
   

 

10. 58 Bourne Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Total Demoli�on 

Staff Reported that this is a well-preserved, ca. 1900 house on a well-preserved street. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 

Laurance Lee was present to represent the applica�on. Mr. Lee gave a presenta�on using the share 
screen func�on, showing images of neighboring homes and 58 Bourne. Mr. Lee commented that 
there was not much context.  

Lois Hect commented that there have been many tear downs on the street and that she would 
prefer to see this home renovated. Mr. Armstrong agreed. MaryLee Belleville commented that 
deferred maintenance should not be considered.  

Ms. Grissom made a mo�on to find the property preferably preserved. Mr. Friedman seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0 



RESOLVED to find the house preferably preserved.  

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
MA   
NG   
KK   
HS   
SF   
JR   
   

 

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 0-6 

RESOLVED to find the garage preferably preserved. The mo�on failed and demoli�on is not delayed. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
 MA  
 NG  
 KK  
 HS  
 SF  
 JR  
   

 
11. 399 Waltham Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Par�al Demoli�on 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1735 Georgian style house listed on the Na�onal Register. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved and approves of the proposed plans. 

Patrick Guthrie was present to represent the applica�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0:  

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.  

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
MA   
NG   
KK   
HS   
SF   
JR   
   

 



Mr. Guthrie gave a presenta�on using the share screen func�on, displaying the proposed plans and 
describing the project, showing drawings from each angle. 

Ms. Grissom commented that she applauded the proposed design. Mr. Armstrong commented that 
he liked the extension of the roof that keeps the façade appearance. Mr. Schorr commented that he 
thought the eave of the addi�on roof should be a bit lower.  

Jay Walter, a resident of 83 Pembroke Street commented that he applauded the proposed work. 
MaryLee Belleville commented that she loved the proposal and would like to see more projects like 
this.  

Ms. Grissom made a mo�on to approve the plans as proposed. Mr. Friedman seconded the mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 6-0: 

RESOLVED to approve the proposed plans as drawn. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
MA   
NG   
KK   
HS   
SF   
JR   
   

 
12. 471 Washington Street – Request for Demoli�on 

Request for Par�al Demoli�on 

Staff Reported that this is a 1948 Garrison Colonial style house. Staff recommends finding the 
property preferably preserved, and generally approves of the proposed par�al demoli�on. 

Timothy Burke was present to represent the applica�on.  

Mr. Friedman made a mo�on to find the garage preferably preserved. Ms. Grissom seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 0-6 

RESOLVED to find the garage preferably preserved. The mo�on failed and demoli�on is not delayed. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
 MA  
 NG  
 KK  
 HS  
 SF  
 JR  



 

Ms. Grissom made a mo�on to find the house preferably preserved. Mr. Armstrong seconded the 
mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 2-4:  

RESOLVED to find the house preferably preserved. The mo�on failed and demoli�on is not delayed. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
HS NG  
KK MA  
 SF  
 JR  

 
13. 148 Waverley Avenue – Request for Demoli�on Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demoli�on Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a landmarked ca. 1830 farmhouse. 

Daniel and Ilene Pincus were present to represent the applica�on. Mr. & Mrs. Pincus commented 
that their house was not designated as historic when they bought it in 1971, and described the 
house that they sought to build. Staff displayed the proposed plans, and Mr. Pincus described the 
project.  

Mr. Armstrong commented that he was sympathe�c to the reasons presented by Mr. & Mrs. Pincus, 
but that the design did not mi�gate the loss of the historic structure.  

Jay Walter commented that the property is the most historic house on the neighborhood, and the 
proposed design does not mi�gate the loss of the historic structure. Ken and Nancy Vitagliano, rear 
abuters of the property, commented that they approved of the proposed plans. Councilor Wright 
commented that the house is historic, and suggested building a one-level ADU while preserving the 
historic house. Ms. Kubie asked if they worked with an architect on the plans, Mrs. Pincus confirmed 
that they had.  

Mr. Friedman made a mo�on to waive the demoli�on delay and approve the plans as drawn. Mr. 
Armstrong seconded the mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 0-5-1 

RESOLVED to waive the demoli�on delay and approve the plans as drawn. The mo�on failed. 

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
 MA SF 
 KK  
 HS  
 NG  



 JR  
 

14. 28 Chandler Place – Request for Demoli�on Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demoli�on Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1890 Victorian eclec�c style house on a well-preserved street. 

Jason Li was present to represent the applica�on. Mr. Li gave a presenta�on using the share screen 
func�on, showing photos of the exis�ng house and neighborhood, before showing the design for the 
proposed design.  

Mr. Armstrong commented that he didn’t think the neighborhood had a lot of remaining context, 
and that the proposed design was okay. Mr. Schorr commented that the applicant could do more to 
follow the New England idiom, such as a steeper roof and more tradi�onal windows. Mr. Armstrong 
agreed with Mr. Schorr. Mr. Schorr suggested an informal work session. The applicant agreed. 

15. 10 Crescent Street – Request for Demoli�on Waiver 

Request for Waiver of Demoli�on Delay 

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1900 Queen Anne on a street with some similar exis�ng houses. 

Alena Shulakova was present to represent the applica�on, showing the proposed design via the 
share screen func�on. 

Mr. Armstrong commented that there were no windows, only doors, on the first floor of the front 
eleva�on. Mr. Friedman suggested moving closets around on the interior to allow for more windows 
in the front. Ms. Grissom suggested adding windows in closets as well. Mr. Schorr commented that 
he did not like that the roofs on the front and rear eleva�ons are not the same. 

There was no public comment.  

Mr. Armstrong made a mo�on to waive the demoli�on delay and approve the plans as drawn. Ms. 
Grisom seconded the mo�on.  

At a scheduled mee�ng and public hearing on September 26, 2024, the Newton Historical 
Commission, by vote of 2-4:  

RESOLVED to waive the demoli�on delay and approve the plans as drawn.  

Vo�ng in the Affirma�ve: Vo�ng in the Nega�ve: Abstained/Recused: 
MA KK  
NG HS  
 SF  
 JR  

 

Administra�ve Discussion:  

a) Approval of minutes from the August 22, 2024, mee�ng 



Minutes from the August 22, 2024 hearing were unanimously approved by those in atendance at the 
hearing. 

 

The mee�ng was adjourned by unanimous vote.  

Respec�ully,  

, NHC  

 


