City Council Reports Docket

November 19: Land Use Page 262
November 20: Public Safety & Transportation, 7:45PM, Hybrid
Programs & Services and Public Facilities To be reported on
November 25: Finance and Zoning & Planning Monday, December 2, 2024

City of Newton

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

Referred to Land Use Committee
11/19/2024

Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Block, Downs, Farrell, Kelley, Laredo, Leary, and Lobovits;
also present: Councilors Malikie, Oliver, and Wright

" The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of
the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-
1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85239815738&data=05%7C02%7Ccflynn%40newtonma.gov%7Caf10cb565c434d16c78a08dd0991f72b%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C638677244699977523%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oc8Fxu9zviTWW9lFOYGipPAuR4T8I2%2Bl9WHZWgVnO8c%3D&reserved=0

#262-24

#421-24

#422-24

#423-24
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Review of Unspent Mitigation Funds

COUNCILORS LOBOVITS, LAREDO, BIXBY, FARRELL, OLIVER, KELLEY, MICLEY,
BLOCK, WRIGHT, MALAKIE, ALBRIGHT, and LUCAS requesting a discussion
with the Planning Department regarding the status of all designated but
unspent mitigation funds received by the city. The presentation should
include (a) a list of all unspent funds, broken down by project, amount, and
date of receipt; and (b) the intended use of the individual funds and the
anticipated date of expenditure.

Land Use Held 7-0 on 09/17/2024

Land Use Held 8-0

Request to allow a restaurant with more than 50 seats and to waive 11
parking stalls at 30-34 Langley Road

FLORENCE CELLI petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to
increase the number of seats to 75 and to waive 11 parking stalls at 34
Langley Road, Ward 6, Newton Centre, on land known as Section 61 Block 33
Lot 14, containing approximately 18,994 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned
BUSINESS 1 Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 4.4.1, 6.4.31, 5.1.4, 5.1.13 of the City of Newton
Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 8-0

Request to allow four attached single-family dwellings with dimensional
and parking waivers at 640 Watertown Street

BRENDON-SILVA LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to
raze the existing dwelling and construct four attached single-family dwellings
with dimensional and parking waivers at 640 Watertown Street, Ward 2,
Newtonville, on land known as Section 21 Block 26 Lot 18, containing
approximately 16,020 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,3.4.1,3.2.4,6.2.3.B.2,5.1.4, 5.1.13 of the City of Newton Rev
Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 8-0; Public Hearing Opened

Request to allow three attached single-family dwellings, to waive the
required lot coverage, lot area, and side and rear setback requirements,
parking in the front setback and a retaining wall exceeding four feet in
height at 15 Algonquin Road

15 ALGONQUIN LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to
raze the existing dwelling and construct three single-family attached
dwellings in one building with associated dimensional relief at 15 Algonquin
Road, Ward 7, Chestnut Hill, on land known as Section 63 Block 01 Lot 13A,
containing approximately 12,496 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI
RESIDENCE 1 Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,3.4.1,3.2.4,5.1.7.A,5.1.13,6.2.3.B.2, 5.4.2.B.1 of
the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 8-0; Public Hearing Opened




#444-24

#445-24

#446-24

#457-24
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Appointments to the Newton Wellesley Hospital Neighborhood Council
PRESIDENT LAREDO recommending the appointment of the following
individuals to the Newton Wellesley Neighborhood Council pursuant to
Condition #29 of Special Permit #470-04 granted on April 19, 2005:

Jay Flynn, 41 Longfellow Road

Marjorie Summers, 238 Dorset Road

Theresa Fitzpatrick, 1935 Beacon Street

Alex Koppenheffer,183 Dorset Road

George Swetz, 120 Dorset Road

Chris Letourneau, 1855 Commonwealth Ave
Land Use Approved 8-0

Request for Extension of Time to Exercise Special Permit #262-23 at 193
Lake Avenue

ROBERT AND LAURA KAY HUGHES petition for EXTENSION OF TIME to
October 15, 2026 to renovate and expand the detached accessory building for
use as an accessory apartment with dimensional waivers at 193 Lake Avenue,
Ward 6, Newton Highlands, on land known as Section 52 Block 17 Lot 05,
containing approximately 26,818 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SINGLE
RESIDENCE 2. Ref: 7.3.3,6.7.1.E.7.B,3.4.3.A.3,3.43.A4,7.8.2.C.2,3.1.3,3.1.9
of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0

Request for Extension of Time to Exercise Special Permit #356-22 at 11
Florence Street and 318 Boylston Steet

SELTZERS GARDEN CITY INC petition for EXTENSION OF TIME to November 6,
2026 to allow Elder Housing with services, to allow a development in excess
of 20,000 sq. ft., to allow a five-story building, to allow a retaining wall
greater than 4’ in height within a setback, to allow free-standing signs, to
allow parking within the front setback, and to waive lighting requirements at
11 Florence Street and 318 Boylston Street, Ward 8, Newton, on land known
as Section 82 Block 04 Lots 47 and 49, containing approximately 82,946 sq. ft.
of land in a district zoned BU2 (318 Boylston Street, to be rezoned to BU4)
and MR1 (11 Florence Street, to be rezoned to BU4). Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 7.4,
44.1,6.2.10,4.1.2.8.1,4.1.2.B.3,4.1.3,5.4.2.8,5.1.8.A.1,5.1.13, 5.1.10.A,
5.2.13 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0

Class 2 Auto Dealers License
MOTORCARS OF BOSTON INC.
1191 Washington Street
West Newton, MA 02465
Land Use Approved 8-0
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Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
11/25/2024

Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Oliver, Albright, Wright, Krintzman, Getz, Danberg, and
Kalis; also present: Councilors Leary, Block, Greenberg, Farrell, Humphrey, Malakie, and
Lobovits

#267-24 Request for discussion and possible amendments to require disclosure of
any anticipated change in grade as part of a land use special permit
application
COUNCILORS BAKER, OLIVER, LEARY, KELLEY, GREENBERG, LAREDO, AND
LUCAS requesting appropriate amendments to City Ordinances, the Rules of
the Council, or both, to require disclosure of any change in grade anticipated
from the original grade as part of a land use special permit application in
addition to disclosure of such a grade change in any engineering drawings
submitted with the special permit application.

Zoning & Planning No Action Necessary 8-0

#417-24 Appointment of Lori Yarvis to Economic Development Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Lori Yarvis, 1469 Centre Street, Newton
as a member of the Economic Development Commission for a term of office
set to expire on October 30, 2026. (60 Days: 01/03/2025)
Zoning & Planning Approved 7-0 (Councilor Kalis Not Voting)

#42-24 Request for Discussion and Ordinance to require energy use reporting
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, DANBERG and LEARY, on behalf of the Newton
Citizens Commission on Energy (NCCE), requesting discussion and an
ordinance that would require large property owners (campuses and large
commercial buildings) to report energy use and associated greenhouse gas
emissions annually to the city of Newton, to be used to encourage reductions
in said energy use and greenhouse gas emissions in accordance and support
of the goals set forth in the Newton Climate Action Plan.

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 05/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 5-0-1 (Councilor Danberg Abstained) (Councilor
Krintzman Not Voting) on 06/10/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 7-0 on 07/22/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 09/23/2024

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 10/28/2024

Zoning & Planning Approved 5-0-3 (Councilors Albright, Kalis, and Krintzman

Abstained)

Referred to Programs & Services Committee
11/20/2024

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Oliver, Micley, Malakie, Humphrey, Lobovits, Baker,
and Farrell; also present: Councilors Wright, Greenberg, Block, and Danberg



#373-24

#377-24

#378-24

#404-24

#449-24

#458-24
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Requesting a discussion with Parks, Recreation and Culture about restroom
facilities at city fields

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, LUCAS, FARRELL, LOBOVITS, DOWNS, HUMPHREY,
LAREDO, AND BIXBY requesting a discussion with the Parks, Recreation and
Culture Department about the restroom facilities, or lack thereof, at our city
parks. The discussion should include information about what restroom
facilities are currently available, and which fields lack any restroom options.
The discussion should also include an estimate for what resources would be
necessary to upgrade those options at fields across the city.

Programs & Services Held 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting)

Request to set date for a Special Election

CITY CLERK requesting the setting of a date for a special election to fill the
vacancy on the Newton School Committee, in the position of Ward 7, due to
the resignation of Committee member Davenport.

Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Baker, Oliver Not Voting)

Request for discussion/possible amendments to Tree Ordinance
COUNCILORS DANBERG, LIPOF, KALIS, AND KELLEY requesting a discussion
and possible changes to the Newton Tree Ordinance to avoid causing financial
hardship to homeowners seeking to make improvements to their homes.
Programs & Services Held 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting)

Requesting discussion on resolution of Field Use Regulations at NSHS
COUNCILORS FARRELL AND LOBOVITS requesting a discussion with Parks,
Recreation and Culture on use of fields, especially on evenings and weekends,
with respect to non-school permits, light timing, noise, trash collection and
responsibility for disturbances and pursuant to PRC, NSHS and Neighbors
agreement of April, 2020.

Programs & Services Held 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting)

Requesting discussion of Parks, Recreation and Culture Department's parks
and fields projects

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting discussion of Parks, Recreation and
Culture Department's recently completed, ongoing and future parks and
fields projects.

Programs & Services No Action Necessary 7-0 (Councilor Farrell Not Voting)

Request to set Early Voting Hours for the 2025 Special Election

CITY CLERK requesting to set early voting hours for the 2025 Special Election
as recommended by the Election Commission.

Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Baker, Oliver Not Voting)
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Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

11/20/2024

Present: Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Downs, Lucas, Wright, Block and Bixby;
absent: Councilors Greenberg and Lipof

#379-24

#454-24

Requesting a presentation and discussion with MAPC on residential parking
programs and research

COUNCILORS DOWNS, GROSSMAN, BIXBY, WRIGHT, KRINTZMAN, MICLEY
AND DANGERG requesting a presentation and discussion with MAPC as part
of Public Safety & Transportation Committee examination of residential
parking management, learn about programs and research from around the
country from regional planners.

Public Safety & Transportation Held 5-1 (Councilor Lucas Opposed)

Appointment of Police Chief

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting the appointment of the Chief of the
Newton Police Department.

Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
11/20/2024

Present: Present: Councilors Albright (Chair), Getz, Kelley, Kalis, Gentile, Leary, Laredo, and
Danberg; also present: Councilors Farrell and Lucas

#103-24

#346-24

#359-24

Update on Planning and Construction of Bullough's Pond Dam

COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT on behalf of the Public Facilities Committee requesting
update on planning and construction of the Bullough's Pond Dam.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting)

Requesting a discussion on installation of solar panels at Brown and Oak Hill
Schools

COUNCILOR LUCAS AND FARRELL requesting a discussion and potential pause
of the solar panel installation in the summer of 2025 at Brown and Oak Hill
Schools in light of recent School discussions on plans for a revitalized campus
at Brown, Oak Hill, and Newton South Schools.

Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 6-0 (Councilors Laredo and Leary

Not Voting)

Requesting Discussion regarding Dam Flooding at Wells Avenue
COUNCILORS FARRELL and LIPOF requesting a discussion with DPW Utilities
Director and Conservation Commission Director to understand the problem
of restoring culvert operations at Wells Ave with respect to non-lethal beaver
intervention, protection of conservation land and accessing recently
discovered sewer main. This would include discussion of the importance of



#410-24

#411-24

#416-24

#418-24
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beavers to conservation land, alternative solutions to the beaver population
and City needs for access to sewer main.
Public Facilities Held 7-0-1 (Councilor Leary Abstained)

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Authorization to appropriate and expend $700,000 to fund Newton North
High School Capital Projects

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
seven-hundred-thousand dollars (5700,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free
Cash for the purpose of funding several high priority Newton Public School
capital projects at Newton North High School.

Public Facilities Approved 6-0 (Councilors Kelley and Leary Not Voting)
Finance Approved 8-0 on 11/25/2024

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Authorization to appropriate and expend $775,000 for Municipal Building
Maintenance Projects

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
seven-hundred-and-seventy-five-thousand dollars ($775,000) from June 30,
2024 Certified Free Cash for the purpose of funding municipal building
maintenance projects.

Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Councilors Kelley, Laredo, and Leary Not
Voting)

Finance Approved 8-0 on 11/25/2024

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees

Authorization to appropriate and expend $225,000 for Fire and Police
Security Camera and Access Control Improvements

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
two-hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars ($225,000) from June 30, 2024
Certified Free Cash for the purpose of funding security camera and access
control improvements at Fire and Police Department locations.

Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Councilors Kelley, Laredo, and Leary Not
Voting)

Finance Approved 8-0 on 11/25/2024

Requesting a discussion regarding Bullough's Pond Dam Rehabilitation
Project

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a discussion of the Bullough's Pond Dam
rehabilitation project and the preferred safety design.

Public Facilities Held 7-0 (Councilor Danberg Not Voting)

Referred to Finance Committee
11/25/2024
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Present: Present: Councilors Gentile (Chair), Malakie, Grossman, Bixby, Humphrey,
Greenberg, Micley, and Lipof

#410-24

#411-24

#416-24

#450-24

Referred to Finance and Public Facilities Committees
Authorization to appropriate and expend $700,000 to fund Newton North
High School Capital Projects

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
seven-hundred-thousand dollars ($700,000) from June 30, 2024 Certified Free
Cash for the purpose of funding several high priority Newton Public School
capital projects at Newton North High School.

Finance Approved 8-0

Public Facilities Approved 6-0 (Councilors Kelley and Leary Not Voting) on
11/20/2024

Referred to Finance and Public Facilities Committees
Authorization to appropriate and expend $775,000 for Municipal Building
Maintenance Projects

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
seven-hundred-and-seventy-five-thousand dollars ($775,000) from June 30,
2024 Certified Free Cash for the purpose of funding municipal building
maintenance projects.

Finance Approved 8-0

Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Councilors Kelley, Laredo, and Leary Not
Voting) on 11/20/2024

Referred to Finance and Public Facilities Committees

Authorization to appropriate and expend $225,000 for Fire and Police
Security Camera and Access Control Improvements

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
two-hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars ($225,000) from June 30, 2024
Certified Free Cash for the purpose of funding security camera and access
control improvements at Fire and Police Department locations.

Finance Approved 8-0

Public Facilities Approved 5-0 (Councilors Kelley, Laredo, and Leary Not
Voting) on 11/20/2024

Requesting to accept and expend a $123,677.35 grant from the Executive
Office of Public Safety & Security@s Office of Grants and Research

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the
sum of one hundred twenty-three thousand six hundred seventy-seven
dollars and thirty-five cents ($123,677.35) from the Executive Office of Public
Safety and Securityl@s Office of Grants and Research for the FY 2025
Massachusetts Municipal Public Safety Staffing Program for NPD staff
overtime.

Finance Approved 7-0 (Councilor Micley Not Voting)




#452-24
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Authorization to transfer and expend $7,500 from Handicapped Parking (H-
P.) Fines-Disability Commission Receipts Reserved for Appropriations
Account (5500-335518)

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and expend
seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500) from Handicapped Parking (H-
P.) Fines-Disability Commission Receipts Reserved for Appropriations Account
5500-335518, for NPD overtime pay to conduct Holiday Targeted
Enforcement of the accessible parking violations.

Finance Approved 8-0

Authorization to transfer and expend $600 from Handicapped Parking (H-P.)
Fines-Disability Commission Receipts Reserved for Appropriations Account
(5500-335518)

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and expend six-
hundred dollars ($600.00) from Handicapped Parking (H-P.) Fines-Disability
Commission Receipts Reserved for Appropriations Account to pay for an ASL
interpreter and Communication Access Real-time Translation (CART) service
for The Ride Ahead film screening.

Finance Approved 8-0




