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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  September 19, 2024 
     
DATE:  September 12, 2024 
 
TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   
FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     
SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 
 
 
Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications. 
 
61 Gate House Road –Certificates of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1905 Colonial Revival was built on farmland that belonged to Isaac Kingsbury. 
The original address appears to have been 22 Reservoir Avenue; the original lot extended to both sides of Firth 
Road (now Nancy Road) with the west property line bordered by Reservoir Avenue and the east property line 
bordered by Norfolk Road (now Gate House Road.) William and Isabella Firth lived in the house by 1907; 
William was the president of a firm in the Post Office Building in Boston. The 1910 U.S. Federal Census shows 
that William and Isabella Firth lived in the house with their daughter Pauline and three English servants, Emma 
Wright, Margaret Fraser and Sarah A. Atkinson. William’s occupation is listed as a machinery importer. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to retrofit all the operable windows and some of the fixed doors and 
windows. They would work with the company that retrofitted the windows at 9 Old Orchard Road. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/840807 
Pdf: Compiled 61 Gate House 
Assessors database map 
Photos of the house 
Photos of window details 
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Photos of a sample retrofitted window (not from this property) 
MHC Form B 
 
25 Nancy Road –Certificates of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built circa 1954 for Helmer M. Raphael of 336 Russet Road, Brookline. 
Lester Lechter was the architect and the builder was George Nelson. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace all the casement and fixed windows with custom Pella 
Enduraclad - aluminum clad windows. The windows will be new construction/full frame windows and will 
replicate the sizing. The exterior trim will also be replicated. 

Notes: The owners were approved to replace all the windows with Renewal by Andersen Fibrex-clad windows 
in 2020 but chose not to use those windows. 

The commission stated in the 2020 decision that the windows were appropriate for this specific application 
and house and the approval did not change the general requirement that wood windows were the standard 
in the district. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/840515  
Pdf: Compiled 25 Nancy 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Project description 
Window measurements 
Pella proposal 
Section drawings 
Application approved in March 2020 
MHC Form B 
 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The August 2024 draft minutes are ready for review. 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/840515
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