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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: August 15, 2024
PLACE/TIME: Fully Remote
ATTENDING: Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair

Scott Aquilina, Member

Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member
Matthew Montgomery, Member
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Rick Wetmore, Member

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting
permanent members were S. Aquilina, R. Imperato, S. Lannik, and M. Montgomery. B. Kurze acted as recording
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom.

17 Old England Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
The owner withdrew the application from the August meeting. The application to continue the review of the
shutter installation will be continued at a future regularly scheduled meeting.

59 Reservoir Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

William Barletta presented an application to replace an existing six-foot-tall cedar fence that ran along the
back and left property lines and met up with an existing neighbor’s fence. It also intersected a white picket
fence that ran from the left side of the house to the property line. The design of the fence was like the existing
fence, except that it had bulkier horizontal members. The owners wanted to paint the new fence sections
instead of leaving them natural. They proposed a dark brown Benjamin Moore 1547 Dragon Breath or a color
to match the adjacent neighbor’s fence.

Materials Reviewed:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/836267
Pdf: Compiled 59 Reservoir

Assessors database map marked to show fences

Photos of house and existing fences

Photos of proposed fence and paint color

MHC Form B
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There was discussion whether the new fence should match the neighbor’s fence and whether the color should
remain natural or match the neighbor's fence color. Commissioners were fine with the proposed design and
said that either the proposed paint color or a color that matched the neighbor’s fence would be fine.

P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with the option to
use either the Dragon Breath color or a color to match the neighbor’s adjacent fence. S. Lannik seconded the
motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: August 19, 2024
SUBJECT: 59 RESERVOIR AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on August 15, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 59 RESERVOIR
AVE to replace the existing six-foot-tall cedar fence that runs along the back and left property lines and
meets up with an existing neighbor's fence, and to paint the new fence either Benjamin Moore Dragon's
Breath 1547 or a color to match the neighbor's fence.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:

e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA

e Robert Imperato,
Member

e Susana Lannik,
Member

e Matthew
Montgomery, Vice
Chair

e Scott Aquilina,
Member

24 Lee Road — Working Session

Tyler Orlansky, Matthew Roth and Amy Bach requested feedback on a project to change the front entry door
and the garage doors and add a bay window on the back of the house. The owners also wanted to change the
paint color palette. The stairs and railing leading from the sidewalk to the front walkway would be replaced
with similar materials and the railing might include “under railing” lighting. The front walkway would be
replaced with antique reclaimed granite pavers. Walkways connecting the driveway to the front walkway
would be installed; these would be built using staggered and spaced antique reclaimed granite pavers. The
asphalt driveway would be repaved in a lighter gray asphalt and the cobble stone apron at the street would be
replaced with pavers, and a paver strip would be added at the front of the garage. The front entry light, free-
standing pole light and garage lights would be replaced.

Materials Reviewed:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/836073
Pdf: Compiled 24 Lee

Assessors database map

Historic photo
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Plans

Proposed site plan

Photos and plans showing existing and proposed
MHC Form B

P. Vieira said that the commission would want to know if the proposed light fixtures were shielded or
unshielded. He was concerned that the stucco color might be too light and recommended that the applicants
paint a sample section. S. Aquilina was concerned that the color palette was too monochrome for stucco, as
opposed to the clapboard house example that was submitted and asked that the applicants submit photos of
an example of a stucco house painted in the proposed body color.

There was discussion about the front door; P. Vieira commented that the house was symmetrical and formal
while the door was informal. M. Mongomery noted that the proposed screen door would detract from the
proposed front door; he said the kick plate was a nice element. Commissioners agreed that the bay window
would not be visible.

P. Vieira asked the owners to consider chip seal for the driveway. S. Aquilina said that the tumbled pavers and
reclaimed stone were appropriate materials. P. Vieira thought that the monolithic slabs and large walkway
pavers would be fine.

There was discussion about the proposed railing lights and light fixtures. Commissioners said the railing light
strips might be too conspicuous; cheek wall lights might be a better option. They did not think that the free-
standing light fixture would fit in.

S. Aquilina liked that the garage would be dressed up and that the lattice element would be more in keeping
with the house. He did not think the light fixtures were appropriate. P. Vieira asked the applicants to consider
the style of the house and to propose options that were in harmony with the character of the house.

61 Gate House Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
Drew Tessier, Andy and Lindsay Klump, and Jesse Norris presented two applications.

The owners wanted to replace all the smaller and double-hung windows with all wood Marvin simulated
divided lites with grille patterns to match the existing. The large windows and curved windows would not be
replaced. They were also looking into getting the existing windows retrofitted to be more energy efficient (as
was done at 9 Old Orchard Road); the company indicated that the large windows and doors could be
retrofitted.

The owners want to install solar panels on the flat roof and between the front dormers. The panels on the flat
roof would be screened by a balustrade matching the existing one. They also want to build a back staircase
from the deck to ground level and make some changes under the staircase for easier access (alter the retaining
wall and add a masonry step). They would add a wood slat ceiling to the underside of the deck and make
changes to three of the windows under the deck (increase the height of two windows and convert one window
to a door.)

Notes: The applicant may have additional information for the meeting — details for the back stairs and existing
window conditions. Staff will forward any new materials received before the meeting.

The second application is for the conversion of the garage to an accessory unit. The design was revised to reduce
the scale of the dormers and to remove the staircase.

/
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Materials Reviewed:

Solar, back staircase, windows

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/831240
Pdf: Compiled 61 Gate House solar
Assessors database map

Photos

Site plans

Roof plans

Existing elevations

Proposed changes

Proposed elevations

Balustrade detail drawing

Section drawings showing solar installations
Renderings

Solar panel information

Window information

MHC Form B

Garage conversion to Accessory Unit
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/835563
Pdf: Compiled 61 Gate House ADU
Assessors database map

Photos

Site plan

Existing roof plan and elevations
Existing elevations

Proposed changes

Renderings

Proposed roof plan and elevations
Section drawings

Door and window information

MHC Form B

P. Vieira explained that the commission prioritized restoring or retrofitting existing historic windows; he and R.
Imperato noted that replacement windows did not necessarily hold up better than restored historic windows.
Storm windows or energy panels could also be options. The applicant would need to make the case for why
the windows could not be restored or retrofitted. D. Tessier explained that the wood appeared to be in good
condition, but there were issues with dowels and sashes failing and air leakage. P. Vieira said the commission
should do a site visit to review the condition of the windows.

Commissioners agreed that the solar panels on the flat roof and the balustrade would not be an issue. M.
Montgomery and P. Vieira said they were open to installing solar panels between the dormers because the
height and pitch of the roof would make these minimally visible. P. Vieira noted that the commission had spent
time reviewing the revised Secretary of the Interior’s guidelines which stated that visible solar panels could be
appropriate if they did not detract from the style and key architectural characteristics of the property. M.
Montgomery advised that the exterior location of conduits needed to be reviewed and P. Vieira said there
would be an issue if they were run over the roof ridge. J. Norris said the conduits would be run through the
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inside of the house. The applicants confirmed that the panels would be all black with no visible grid lines and
the assembly mountings would also be black to blend in with the roof. Commissioners agreed that the back
stair and proposed work under the deck was fine.

Dale Holman shared that the Boston Symphony Orchestra used to practice in the ballroom. She was concerned
with the visibility of the solar panels on the flat roof. A. Klump explained that the balustrade would screen the
panels. Peggy and Michael Simon agreed that the project work should fit in with the existing house.

P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted for the solar panels,
balustrade, rear deck stair, and alterations under the deck. The window replacements were not approved, and
that review would be continued. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was
passed, 5-0.

Commissioners agreed that the changes to the garage conversion design addressed the concerns raised at the
last meeting. P. Vieira said the revised design was much quieter. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the application as submitted. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call
vote, and the motion was passed, 4-0 with one recusal.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: August 19, 2024
SUBJECT: 61 GATE HOUSE RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on August 15, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission,
by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 61 GATE HOUSE

RD to install solar panels on the flat roof and between the front dormers, add a balustrade to the flat roof to
screen the solar installation, build a back staircase from the deck to ground level, make changes under the
staircase for easier access, add a wood slat ceiling to the underside of the deck, increase the height of two
windows under the deck and convert one window to a door.

Voting in the Affirmative:

e Peter Vieira, Chair, FAIA

e Robert Imperato, Member

e Susana Lannik, Member

e Matthew Montgomery, Vice Chair
e Scott Aquilina, Member

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: August 19, 2024
SUBJECT: 61 GATE HOUSE RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on August 15, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call
vote of 4-0 with one recusal,
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RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 61 GATE HOUSE RD to convert the
garage to an accessory unit. Any changes to the project, including HVAC equipment, hardscaping and vents, require a new
amendment application.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA
e Robert Imperato,
Member . e Scott Aquilina,
e Susana Lannik, Member
Member
e Matthew
Montgomery, Vice
Chair

Administrative discussion
Minutes: The September and October 2023 minutes, and the June 2024 minutes were approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
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