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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 27, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Miles Smith, Marian 

Rambelle (at 7:30 p.m.), Carl Valente, Secretary, Alan Gordon, and Vince McKay. 

 

Members Absent: Steven Ferrey, Karen Slote and Jim McGonagle, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-

Officio.   
 

Other Participants: Julie Malakie, City Council, Alison Leary, City Council, Waneta Trabert, 

Director, DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division (SMMD), Alex Lee, Harry Sanders 

and Shara Ertel. 

  

Approval of May 23, 2024 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Gordon, the Meeting Minutes of May 23 were 

approved, 5-0 on a roll call vote.  Mr. Gordon, Ms. Kessler,  Ms. Kahng, Mr. Smith and Mr. 

Valente voting yes.   
 

Waste Hauling (Trash/Recycling) Contract Update: 

Ms. Trabert updated the Committee on the evaluation of the waste/recycling collection proposals, 

including: 

• Brookline and Newton DPW leadership will meet on June 26 to discuss the proposals; 

• Meeting with two of the proposers is planned for the week of July 8; 

• Discussions have begun on whether Brookline can join the Wheelabrator consortium; and 

• A general sense of the direction going forward is expected by the end of July. 
 

Update on June 4 Meeting with the Mayor: 

Ms. Kahng and Mr. Gordon met with the Mayor on June 4 to discuss: 

• The SMMC’s interest in seeing city-wide composting added to the next collection contract; 

• Recommendations in the DEP curbside collection report. 

In general, the Mayor did not offer any new information on her thinking regarding the new solid 

waste collection and recycling contract and the Wheelabrator disposal contract that the City will 

be negotiating within the new few years. 

  

Signage on Big Belly Receptacles-Next Steps: 

In response to questions from the Commission about which department would be responsible for 

adding signage to Big Belly receptacles, Ms. Trabert said she would organize this effort and 

believed that the City could be ready to install information wraps on the Big Belly receptacles this 

fall.  It is hoped that these information wraps will help the public differentiate trash from recyclable 

materials and, therefore, reduce the amount of contamination in the recycling receptacles. 
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Water Filling Stations Update: 

As discussions continue about potentially banning the sale of single use water bottles in the City, 

the Commission expressed the belief that the existence of more water filling stations will facilitate 

this change.   Nearly all the City’s existing water filling stations/fountains, however, are not 

functioning.  There are plans to add exterior water filling stations to new schools.  Further, five 

restaurants in the City have offered to provide free water filling stations to individuals who bring 

their own water containers. 

 

Inclusion of Waste Reduction in Revised Climate Action Plan: 

Ms. Trabert reported that City staff is just beginning the process of updating the Climate Action 

Plan, aka CAP 2.0.  She expects CAP 2.0 will include goals on food waste composting, recycling, 

and waste reduction. She also pointed out that the first Climate Action Plan was intentionally 

limited to activities that were within the City’s control. Several Commission members pointed out 

the strong link between sustainable materials management and climate action and urged the City 

to include a robust discussion of that link in CAP 2.0. 

 

State Legislation Update:  

Mr. McKay commented that the omnibus climate action bill has passed the State Senate.  Part of 

this bill includes an expansion of the bottle (deposit) statute.  Mr. Gordon does not believe that the 

House version of this bill will include an expansion of the bottle statute, so the differences will be 

worked on by the Conference Committee.  

 

Ms. Trabert commented that the paint EPR bill does not appear to be in any of the proposed bills 

before the House or Senate. For the next legislative session, the State’s recycling/advocacy 

organizations plan to focus on EPR for lithium batteries and propane gas cylinders. 

 

SMMD Update: 

The SMMD update, dated June 24, 2024, was provided.  In addition, Ms. Trabert commented that: 

• MassDEP has changed its criteria for earning recycling incentive points, which lead so 

grant dollars to the cities and towns.  The higher standards now reflect that many recycling 

activities which, in the past, resulted in incentive points are now considered ‘common’ 

recycling activities and no longer receive incentive points.  As a result, Newton had a 

reduction in the number of incentive points it earned this past year resulting is a small grant 

award. 

• MassDEP has been looking at data regarding trash cart sizes and has found that cities and 

towns providing a 64-gallon cart had no material difference in per household tonnage than 

communities with no trash limit.  Thus, MassDEP is no longer awarding incentive points 

to communities with 64-gallon carts.  Incentive credits remain for 48 gallon carts or 96 

gallon carts collected every other week. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
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Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the SMMC will be Monday July 22, 2024, scheduled to be 

via Zoom. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. May 23, 2024 Meeting Minutes. 

2. June 2024 SMMD Update, dated June 24, 2024. 


