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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: July 31, 2024
DATE: July 23, 2024
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications.

111 Suffolk Road —Certificate of Appropriateness
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1899 English Revival house was built by C.H. and A.F. Ireland for Edwin S. Martin.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant was not able to attend the June meeting to answer questions about the
application to replace wood gutter sections with fiberglass gutters, reuse the existing downspouts, and repair
and replace rotted fascia and soffit with composite. Commissioners agreed that the fiberglass gutters were
appropriate. Some commissioners wanted more details about how the trim repairs would be done.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/828013
Pdf: Compiled 111 Suffolk

Assessors database map

Photos

Photos marked to show gutters to be replaced

Fiberglass gutter and AZEK product information
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17 Old England Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
The back of the house is visible from Woodman Road.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1907 Colonial Revival style house was first occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin
Garsia. There is no information in the records on who the architect was, but Arthur G. Rotch designed the 1912
garage. Suzanne Lipsky designed the addition and deck.

APPLICATION PROCESS: Some of the items were missing additional required information when this memo was
sent out. Staff will forward any new information received before the meeting. If the commission does not
have the information to do a full review for specific items, commissioners can still provide feedback about
what is proposed.

The owner wants to repaint the siding, trim and shutters using a color palette like the existing. The left side
addition has been painted with the proposed siding and trim colors, and the front door was painted with the
proposed door and shutter color. Note: The submission has marked up photos showing where the samples
are.

The owner is concerned about installing the shutters directly in the brick and is proposing adding to the window
trim so that the shutters can be installed in the trim. They are also proposing new hinges. We do not have
detailed drawings showing how the trim would be added or what it would look like. Note: the owner was
advised that adding trim will not work and will significantly change the aesthetics of the windows. This can be
discussed at the meeting.

The design and size of the previously approved windows in the addition would be changed. Note: the owner
needs to submit full elevation drawings and circle exactly what is being changed. Detailed window product
specifications also need to be submitted. And the commission needs to understand what is driving the change.

The owner wants to remove the brick column at the front of the garage and change from two garage doors to
one garage door. Note: The commission needs existing and proposed elevations for the garage, and
information about which specific door design is proposed. The owner was advised that there will be issues
supporting the garage roof if the brick column is removed.

Staff administratively approved the work to fix the second story porch leak with the requirement that the
existing railings and decking be reinstalled after the leak is repaired.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/831141
PDF File: Compiled 17 Old England

Assessors database map

Photos

Project description

Product information
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100 Old England Road —Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1936 English Revival house was designed by Griswald and Gulock and built by
Constance Brothers for Mr. and Mrs. J. Brooks Fenno, Jr. Mr. Fenno worked as a broker in Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to install two generators behind the garage addition.

Notes: Given the topography of the location, the generators probably will not be visible from Clovelly and Old
England Roads. The chair and staff will review and if the application can be administratively approved, the
application will be removed from the agenda.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/833302
Pdf: Compiled 100 Old England



https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/831141
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/833302

Assessors database map

Photos

Photo with flags to show location of concrete pad for generators
Plan marked to show location of generators

Generator specifications

MHC Form B

14 Meigh Road —Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Meigh Road is located on a portion of the former R. H. White Estate. The 1928
Colonial Revival house was designed by Hugh Perrin and built by A. Livingston for John and Beatrice W. Perrin.
The 1930 Federal Census shows John and Beatrice lived in the house with their two daughters, Joan and
Patricia, and two servants, Bridie Walsh and Eileen Donovan. John Perrin worked as an investment broker in
Boston and was a partner in Perrin, West & Winslow in the 1940s. Hugh Perrin also designed 25 and 33
Chestnut Hill Road, also built in 1928.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace all the true divided lite wood doors on the side porch with
custom wood doors to match the existing and to repair the wood trim in-kind.

Notes: the agenda says windows, but they are doors.

The chair and staff are reviewing to confirm if this is replacement in-kind. If the application can be
administratively approved, the application will be removed from the agenda.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/834316
Pdf: Compiled 14 Meigh

Assessors database map

Project description

Photos marked to show doors to be replaced

Photos

Door drawing

Simpson catalogue with proposed exterior French Door marked
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152 Suffolk Road - Final Project Approval
The rear of the property is visible from the MBTA Green Line train and Houghton Gardens

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Spanish Eclectic style house was designed by Chapman & Frazer for
Clement S. Houghton and is individually listed on the National Register. The house was built on a 26-acre
parcel that was formerly the property of local farmer Francis Kingsbury who began subdividing his land and
selling off house lots in the mid-1800s. Houghton was a founding member of the Chestnut Hill Garden Club; he
and his wife Martha worked with the Arnold Arboretum to gather rare plants and Martha travelled to England,
France and Japan to research gardens and collect plants. Landscape architect Warren Manning was responsible
for the comprehensive landscape design and the “wild garden” that became today’s Houghton Garden.
Landscape architect Wayne Stiles worked with Martha Houghton to create the alpine rock garden along the
northern edge of Houghton Pond; this was one of the earliest rock gardens in the U.S. Houghton Garden was
established in 1968 after the Chestnut Hill Neighborhood Association fought off a proposed art school. The
stable, garage and coachman’s house are now 100 Suffolk Road.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are seeking final approval for the hardscaping and site elements, including
the shed, generator, pool and pool terrace.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759070
Pdf: 152 Suffolk Site Visit Docs



https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/834316
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759070

Photos of final project work
Decisions

Approved plans
Administrative discussion

Minutes: The September and October 2023, and June 2024 draft minutes are ready for review.

Administrative approval of chip seal

Commission elections: Commission elections will be held at the July meeting. Currently, Peter Vieira is
Chair, Matt Montgomery is Vice Chair, and Bob Imperato is Secretary.
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