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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 28, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Carl Valente, 

Secretary, Marian Rambelle, Steve Ferrey (at 7:55 p.m.), Miles Smith (at 7:55 p.m.), Karen Slote, 

Robin Maltz (at 7:50 p.m.) and Vince McKay. 

 

Members Absent: Alan Gordon, John Lewis and Jim McGonagle, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-

Officio.   

 

Other Participants: Shara Ertel. 

  

Open Announcements: 

Ms. Kahng noted that she and Ms. Kessler (Vice Chair) are unable to attend the April 25 SMMC 

meeting and Ms. Rambelle will chair the meeting. Members should send agenda items to Ms. 

Kahng. 

 

Ms. Kahng asked SMMC members to reach out to any individuals they believe would be interested 

in serving on the SMMC and filling the remaining term of John Lewis. 

 

Approval of February 22, 2024 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Mr. McKay, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the Meeting Minutes of February 22 were 

approved, 5-0-1 on a roll call vote.  Ms. Kahng, Mr. Valente, Mr. Smith, Mr. McKay, and Ms. 

Kessler voting yes. Ms. Slote abstaining. 

 

Vote on SMMC Annual Report and 2024 Goals: 

In advance of the meeting, Ms. Kahng sent a revised draft of the 2023 SMMC Annual Report and 

2024 Goals.  There were no additional changes.  

 

On the motion by Mr. Valente, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the 2023 Annual Report and 2024 Goals 

were approved 6-0 on a roll call vote.  Ms. Slote, Mr. McKay, Ms. Kessler, Ms. Rambelle, Mr. 

Valente and Ms. Kahng voting yes.  Ms. Kahng will send copies to the Mayor and City Council.    

  

Open Announcement: 

Ms. Kahng commented on a news article regarding the siting of a proposed landfill close to the 

Quabbin reservoir watershed.  After a discussion it was agreed that Ms. Kahng should draft a letter 

to Mayor Fuller bringing this matter to her attention.  It was noted that Mayor Fuller is Newton’s 

representative to the MWRA Advisory Board, which would likely be interested in this proposal. 

Ms. Kahng will circulate a draft of the letter to the SMMC members. 

 

 



 

2 
 

 

Update on Waste Hauling RFP: 

Ms. Trabert updated the SMMC on the status of the waste collection RFP, which was issued jointly 

with the Town of Brookline.  Commission members asked Ms. Trabert to explain the costs/benefits 

of a joint RFP with Brookline and how the selection process would work with two municipalities 

making the selection. She also commented that: 

• As part of the RFP process, there were two rounds of questions from potential vendors; 

• A request for a tour of the Brookline Transfer Station was made, and has taken place; 

• The response date to the RFP was extended to April 23; and 

• During the anticipated negotiations with potential vendors, information contained in the 

proposals will not be made public, but will be shared after an award is made. 

  

SMMD Update: 

The SMMD update, dated March 22, 2024, was reviewed.  Ms. Trabert also commented that: 

• There has been limited progress involving school custodians in recycling within the 

schools.  This is a subject of collective bargaining for which Ms. Trabert has little ability 

to influence. 

• The food-waste collection program at the four sites within the City is going well with 

approximately 200 registered users.  

 

Open Announcements: 

Ms. Trabert commented that the Comprehensive Zero Waste Plan contract is being finalized and 

work tasks refined. 

 

SMMC members discussed several projects/areas of interest that they are involved in. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the SMMC will be Thursday, April 25, 2024, scheduled to 

be via Zoom. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. February 22, 2024 Meeting Minutes. 

2. 2023 SMMC Annual Report and 2024 Goals. 

3. March 2024 SMMD Update, dated March 22, 2024. 

 


