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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 22, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Carl Valente, 

Secretary, Marian Rambelle, Alan Gordon, Steve Ferrey (at 7:25 p.m.), Miles Smith, Robin Maltz 

and Vince McKay. 

 

Members Absent: John Lewis, Karen Slote and Jim McGonagle, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-

Officio.   

 

Other Participants: Julia Malakie, Newton City Councilor, Waneta Trabert, Director, DPW 

Sustainable Materials Management Division and Shara Ertel. 

  

Approval of January 25, 2024 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Mr. McKay, seconded by Mr. Smith, the Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2025 

were approved, 7-0-1 on a roll call vote.  Ms. Kahng, Mr. Valente, Ms. Maltz, Mr. Smith, Mr. 

McKay, Mr. Gordon, and Ms. Kessler voting yes. Ms. Rambelle abstaining. 

 

Review of SMMC Annual Report and 2024 Goals: 

Ms. Kahng reviewed a draft of the SMMC annual report.  Several suggestions and edits were 

discussed.  

 

Ms. Kahng reviewed the status of the SMMC 2023 annual goals and suggested 2024 annual goals, 

some of which are a continuation of 2023 goals.  The annual report and 2024 annual goals will be 

revised and presented to the SMMC for a vote at its next meeting.    

  

Discussion of the Updated EPA Wasted Food Scale: 

The SMMC reviewed and discussed the updated EPA Wasted Food Scale.  The Commission 

members understand that this is a guide and is in general agreement with it. 

 

Tracking Plastic Film from Collection to Recycling: 

Mr. McKay reviewed a project he undertook to track plastic film, returned to grocery stores for 

recycling.  He used Apple Air Tags for the purpose of tracking this plastic film once it left the 

grocery story. He found: 

• Whole Foods, Wellesley:  The plastic film went to in a landfill in Ohio; 

• Stop and Shop, Newton:  The plastic film went to the Saugus Wheelabrator incinerator; 

• Star Market, Newton:  The plastic film went to a Trex poly-processing facility in Virginia; 

and  

• Wegmans, Newton: The plastic film went to a Trex poly-processing facility in Virginia. 

Mr. McKay also noted that the Trex facility does send ‘rejected’ plastic film to an incinerator or 

landfill. 
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Expanded Sustainable Packaging Ordinance Update: 

Mr. Gordon updated the Commission on this new City Ordinance, including: 

• The Ordinance prohibits restaurants from automatically providing single use utensils and 

condiment packages with takeout orders, but can be made available upon request from the 

patron (typically known as ‘skip the stuff’). 

• The Ordinance goes into effect on March 1. 

• Ms. Ertel is preparing flyers and signs that restaurants can use explain the new Ordinance. 

• The City will also send out materials to the restaurants to use with patrons. 

• Green Newton interns will hand-deliver informational material to as many restaurants that 

they can reach. 

Mr. Gordon also followed-up with the School Department on its food service RFP, which he 

confirmed does include a provision that acknowledges that sustainability is a priority for the City 

and is a consideration in selecting a provider. 

 

SMMD Update: 

The SMMD update, dated February 20, 2024, was reviewed.  Ms. Trabert also commented on the 

new food waste compost drop-off program, with bins located in three locations within the City and 

available 24/7 to registered participants. 

 

Announcements: 

Mr. Smith announced: 

• The Fix-It clinic will be held again on Sunday, February 25. 

• There was a stuffed animal repair clinic held at the Library. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the SMMC will be Thursday, March 28, 2024, scheduled to 

be via Zoom. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. January 25, 2024 Meeting Minutes. 

2. Draft of the 2023 SMMC Annual Report and 2023 Goals. 

3. EPA Hierarchy. 

4. January 2024 SMMD Update, dated February 20, 2024. 


