Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC)
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 25, 2024, 7:00 p.m.
Remote Meeting via Zoom

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Carl Valente,
Secretary, Marian Rambelle, Alan Gordon, Karen Slote, Steve Ferrey, Miles Smith, Robin Maltz
and Vince McKay.

Members Absent: John Lewis, Marian Rambelle and Jim McGonagle, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-
Officio.

Other Participants: Waneta Trabert, Director, DPW Sustainable Materials Management
Division, Matt Delaney, Whitsons Culinary Group, Stephanie Gilman, Director of Planning,
Project Management and Sustainability, NPS, Amy Mistrot, Director of Business Operations,
NPS, Shara Ertel and Alexander Lee.

Presentation on Pilot Reusable Lunch Containers at NNHS:
Matt Delaney, Stephanie Gilman and Amy Mistrot discussed a pilot program at NNHS and NSHS
to use recyclable food containers for students who request a to-go meal. Highlights included:
e Whitsons is partnering with Recirclable on this pilot;
e The pilot is to allow this type of reusable container at NNHS and NSHS as an option and
alternative to the current foodware;
e Student volunteers are assisting with the implementation;
e The containers used at the schools are the same ones used at Recirclable participating
restaurants, meaning these restaurants are also an option for returning the foodware;
e This pilot is expected to begin the second week of February;
e Whitsons is working to develop incentives for students to participate in this voluntary
program;
e 480 containers have been ordered for this pilot;
e There may be MassDEP grant incentives, including through the City’s RDP grant funds,
that can be used for offset the cost of containers; and
e In response to a question, Ms. Gilman commented that the Schools are also working to
eliminate single use plastic beverage containers in the school buildings, in favor of
aluminum containers
e Mr. Gordon will follow-up with the NPS about how this pilot program may be integrated
into the Request for Proposals for the upcoming food service contract.

Approval of December 28, 2023 Meeting Minutes:
On the motion by Mr. McKay, seconded by Mr. Smith, the Meeting Minutes of December 28,

2023 were approved, 9-0 on a roll call vote. Ms. Kahng, Mr. Valente, Ms. Maltz, Ms. Slote, Mr.
Smith, Mr. McKay, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Ferrey and Ms. Kessler voting yes.



Introduction of SMMC Members:
Mr. McKay suggested that there be a permanent agenda item at SMMC meetings during which
Commission members could provide updates on their ‘sustainability’ activities.

Announcements:

Ms. Kahng announced that there is a chapter of Green Drinks forming in Newton. The
organization has informal/social meetings to discuss environmental matters. The next meeting is
2/6/2024 at Paddy’s in West Newton.

Officer Elections:
Ms. Maltz reported that the following SMMC members have volunteered to be Commission
Officers for the coming year:

e Ms. Kahng, Chair

e Ms. Kessler, Vice Chair

e Mr. Valente, Secretary
On the motion by Mr. Gordon, seconded by Mr. Smith, the slate of SMMC Officers was approved
on a roll call vote, 9-0. Ms. Kessler, Mr. McKay, Ms. Maltz, Mr. Gordon, Ms. Slote, Mr. Ferrey,
Mr. Valente, Mr. Smith and Ms. Kahng voting yes.

Discussion of EPA Hierarchy-Vote to Adopt:

Ms. Kahng asked the Commission members if the SMMC should adopt the updated EPA
hierarchy, to guide the Commission in its policy recommendations. There was a brief discussion
and Ms. Kahng will send Commission additional information regarding the hierarchy. The
Commission will continue the discussion at the February meeting.

SMMD Update:
The SMMD update, dated January 22, 2024, was reviewed. Ms. Trabert also commented that:
e Using a State grant, free Black Earth Composting kits for Newton residents will be
advertised via the Black Earth website. Additional promotion of these free kits will be
forthcoming in City materials.

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the SMMC will be Thursday, February 22, 2024, scheduled
to be via Zoom.

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting:

1. December 28, 2023 Meeting Minutes.
2. EPA Hierarchy.
3. January 2024 SMMD Update, dated January 22, 2024.



