
Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

f               
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      February 15, 2024 
 

PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Robert Imperato, Member 
Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Scott Aquilina, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 

 
The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were R. Imperato, S. Lannik, and M. Montgomery. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary 
and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
The applications for 68 Reservoir Avenue and 17 Lee Road were withdrawn from this meeting and would be 
submitted for review at a future meeting. 
 
26 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The review of the application to remove the existing sign and install a similar sign in a different location was 
continued from previous meetings. Reverend Mark Caggiano presented the option to move the sign to the 
right of the front entry path and near the yew tree per what was staked out at the site visit. The proposed 
color option was Benjamin Moore Bittersweet Chocolate which was a dark brown. He noted that the black 
color of the door might not be original; the inside was a dark walnut color. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/808434  
PDF File: Compiled 26 Suffolk sign 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Project description 
Sign drawing with dimensions 
Rendering 
MHC Form B 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

 

 

 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov 
 

Barney S. Heath 
Director 

 

  

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/808434


Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 
Page 2 of 2  

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

 
Commissioners commented that the site visit was extremely helpful in understanding how the proposed sign 
would look. P.Vieira shared a mocked-up photo of the sign location that was reviewed at the site visit. 
Commissioners agreed that the revised proposal was appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the application as submitted. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call 
vote, and the motion was passed, 4-0. 
 
RECORD OF ACTION: 
DATE: February 16, 2024 
SUBJECT: 26 SUFFOLK RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 15, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 26 SUFFOLK 
RD to remove the existing sign and install a new sign with the requirements that the color and finish will be 
the dark brown Benjamin Moore Bittersweet Chocolate color, and the location will be to the right of the 
front entry path and near the yew tree per the location that was staked out at the site visit and 
documented in the mocked up photo in the approved documents. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 
• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 
• Robert Imperato, 

Member 
• Susana Lannik, 

Member 
• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 
Chair 

   

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
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