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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
NEWTONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: June 6, 2024

PLACE/TIME: Full Remote Zoom Meeting
7:30 p.m.

ATTENDING: Jim Gross, Chair

John Martin, Member

Scott Friedman, Member

David Weinstein, Member
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Ralph Abele, Member

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with Jim Gross presiding as Chair. Voting permanent members
were S. Friedman, J. Martin, and D. Weinstein. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was
digitally recorded on Zoom.

J. Gross shared the news about the passing of vice chair and longtime commissioner, Dave Morton.
Commissioners honored his service on the commission and his legacy preserving the Newtonville Historic
District.

75 Prescott Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

This review was continued from previous meetings. Laurance Lee, Michael Stuchins, Peter Sachs, and Mike
Preston presented revised plans for the application to demolish the garage and renovate and expand the
existing house. A new house would be built behind the existing house; there would be a connector between
the two structures. The new driveway would include parking areas and would end at the left side entry porch.
They planned to keep the existing parking area at the front right of the property. The intent was to respond to
issues raised at the previous meeting and reduce the massing of the proposed new addition and the amount of
paving, and to preserve more of the open space. M. Stuchins noted that the team had spoken with the
neighbors about the new proposal.

Materials Reviewed:
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824466
PDF File: Compiled 75 Prescott June meeting

Assessors database map

Photos

Existing site plan

Proposed site plan
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https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824466
http://www.newtonma.gov/

Existing elevations and roof plan of existing house
Photos of existing details

Demolition plans

Aerial views

Aerial views of driveways

Proposed elevations and roof plan of existing house
Proposed elevations and roof plan of new structure
Street view renderings

Schematic sections

Detail drawings

Window details

Material and product list

Product specifications for windows, siding, door, roofing, gutter, outdoor lighting, decking, standing seam
metal roof

There was discussion about the proposed square footage, the number of units, and the amount of open space.
J. Gross appreciated that the applicants had made substantial and appropriate changes to address the
commissioners’ concerns. He would support the revised project. D. Weinstein thought the changes were more
appropriate but had concerns that the new roofline was more subservient and less choppy-looking. M.
Stuchins noted that the transition was like the one at 160 Walnut Street and that they were attempting to
delineate the new addition from the historic house. J. Martin thought that the connector worked well and
helped give the rear building a good scale. He noted that the garage space was being traded for outside
parking. He was concerned about the visible exterior fire escape on the existing house; it was disruptive and
not in keeping with the architecture and should be enclosed. A dormer or bay might work. S. Friedman said
that the applicants had made significant and positive changes; he appreciated that the new design kept more
open space. D. Weinstein was concerned that the door and window program would change if more than three
units were allowed. L. Lee noted that the project would have to go through the special permit process and the
applicants would have to come back to the commission if any exterior changes were required. M. Stuchins said
the current exterior design could support three or four units.

J. Gross read three letters of support from abutters. The owner of 80 Prescott was concerned with the number
of units and parking spaces. Maria and Bob O’Hare (81 Prescott), also asked about the number of units.
Stefano Navarolli (62 Prescott), appreciated the changes and supported enclosing the egress. Marylee
Belleville encouraged neighbors to look for the Land Use special permit meetings which would address the
number of units and parking. D. Weinstein moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with requirements
to enclose the fire escape on the existing house. J. Martin seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and
the motion passed, 4-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: June 7, 2024
SUBJECT: 75 PRESCOTT ST - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 6, 2024 the Newtonville Historic District Commission,
by roll call vote of 4-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 75 PRESCOTT

ST to demolish the garage, renovate and expand the existing house with a connector to a new unit behind
the existing house, and change the hardscaping on the site with the requirement that the existing exterior

2

Preserving the Past % Planning for the Future



fire escape will be enclosed and the revised plans will be submitted to Staff and commission architect John
Martin for review and final approval.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e Jim Gross, Chair
e John Martin, Member
e Scott Friedman,
Member
e David Weinstein,
Member

21 Foster Street — Certificate of Appropriateness
Eddie Henriquez presented an application to build a low masonry seating wall in the playground area. The wall
would be 20 inches high and 30 feet long and made of Ideal concrete blocks in Quarry Blend color.

Materials Reviewed:
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/825042

PDF File: Compiled 21 Foster — retaining wall

Assessors database map marked to show location of masonry wall
Aerial view marked to show location of masonry wall

Photos

Photo of example of proposed masonry wall

MHC Form B

Commissioners agreed that the project was appropriate and probably would be minimally visible from the
street if the fence were removed. J. Martin moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with requirements
to enclose the fire escape on the existing house. D. Weinstein seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote
and the motion passed, 4-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: June 7, 2024
SUBJECT: 21 FOSTER ST - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 6, 2024 the Newtonville Historic District Commission,
by roll call vote of 4-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 21 FOSTER ST to build
a low masonry seating wall in the playground area. The wall would be 20 inches high and 30 feet long.
Ideal concrete blocks in Quarry Blend color. (Note: Staff administratively approved repaving the existing
driveway and rebuilding the paver patio area in-kind.)

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e Jim Gross, Chair
e John Martin, Member
e Scott Friedman,
Member
e David Weinstein,
Member

Administrative discussion
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https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/825042

Minutes: The April 2024 minutes were approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Recorded by B. Kurze
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