Real Property Reuse Committee Agenda

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, June 12, 2024

~

The Real Property Reuse Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting
on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at 7:00 pm which the public may access virtually
via Zoom. To attend this meeting using Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-

gov.zoom.us/j/82257108697, or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following

\_ Meeting ID: 822 5710 8697 -

Item Scheduled for Discussion:

#205-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Chestnut Street
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on April 8, 2024 a
letter stating that the 8 parking spaces on City-owned property at 25
Chestnut Street, should be made available for sale or lease, pursuant to
the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7.

#36-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3,
2023 aletter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known
as 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for
sale or lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7.
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0, Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024 on 1/25/24
Real Property Reuse Held 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not voting), Public Hearing
Continued on 03/28/2024

Respectfully submitted,

Vicki Danberg, Chair

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ifairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.



https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82257108697
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82257108697
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Telefax
(617) 796-1142
: TDD/TTY
City of Newton, Massachusetts 6177961089
Department of Planning and Development WWWNCWIONMA. GOy
Ruthanne Fuller 1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 Barney Heath
Mayor Di
1rector
MEMORANDUM
To: Councilor Danberg, Chair, Real Property Reuse Committee
Members of the Real Property Reuse Committee
From: Barney Heath, Director, Director, Department of Planning and Development
Date: June 7, 2024
Subject: #205-24 Reuse of Parcel of Land on Chestnut Street
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on April 8, 2024 a letter stating
that the 8 parking spaces on City-owned property at 25 Chestnut Street, should be
made available for sale or lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-
7.25
CC: Andrew Lee, Assistant City Solicitor

Since 1984, the City has had a continuous lease with the owners of 1 Chestnut Street for a portion of
the parking area at the adjacent the Newton Police Annex property at 25 Chestnut Street. The
property at 1 Chestnut, formerly the Bank of America, is now vacant and the existing lease with the
City is set to expire in September.

At this time, the new property owner for the vacant building at 1 Chestnut Street has inquired as to
whether the City would entertain a new lease for a portion of the parking lot comprising 1,049 sq. ft.
(see attached). The Newton Police Department has indicated that they are comfortable with
continuing a lease arrangement for the proposed eight parking spaces.

At the forthcoming meeting, we would be seeking for the Committee to make an initial
determination to make a portion of the property, in the present example, 1,049 sq. ft., made
available for lease. The second request would be to waive the requirement to form a Joint Advisory
Planning Group (JAPG), given both the fact there is no building involved and the relative size of the
lease portion requested. And the third request would be for the Committee to set a public hearing on
the matter.

Preserving the Past ikx Planning for the Future
























The City Department responsible for subject property submits to the 36-24
Mayor a written record of the decision to declare property available for

sale, lease or for a different municipal purpose.

The Mayor dockets written record with the Clerk and the Clerk notifies
the Director of Planning and Development.

The Director submits a written report to the Clerk recommending
whether the property should be transferred to a different department or
declared available for sale or lease.

Initial Determination —Lease

This is a NON-BINDING determination
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Joint Advisory Planning Group

The JAPG will work with the Planning Department
to identify whether 169 Grove Street should be
leased or if the property should continue to be
retained by the City.

The JAPG will file a written report containing its
recommendation to the Reuse Committee.

Waiving the JAPG

The Reuse Process allows the Reuse Committee to waive
the JAPG when the subject property does not contain a
building. No provision allows the Reuse Committee to waive
the JAPG when the property contains a City owned building.

However, any provision of the Reuse Process not required
by statute can be waived by the City Council.

The Reuse Committee can recommend to the City Council
that the JAPG be waived, and the City Council must waive
the JAPG requirement by a 2/3rds vote of those members
present and voting.
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The Report —JAPG Waived

The Reuse Committee has two options:

1. Consider the recommendations in the previously provided report
from the Director of Planning and Development; or

2. Request the department of Planning and Development prepare an
additional report

° a. the additional report must be filed within 180 days from the date the JAPG
is waived.

PUBLIC HEARING

Although a public hearing had been held, another
public hearing must be held prior to the Reuse
Committee making their recommendation to the
City Council.

*JAPG not waived
* Public hearing held within 30-60 days of submission of JAPG report

*JAPG waived and no Additional Report
* Public hearing held within 60 days from date the JAPG is waived

*JAPG waived and Additional Report requested

* Public hearing held between 30-60 days from the submission date of the
report
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REUSE COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATION

The last step for the Reuse Committee after the close of the public
hearing is to vote on a recommendation to the full City Council.

The Reuse committee shall take into account the effect of the proposal
on the neighborhood and on the city as a whole and determine that its
recommendation is consistent with the goals and policies of the
Comprehensive Plan for the city

**Recommend that the property be sold or leased
*»Set minimum sale price

«»Specific use characteristics of the property

**Recommend that the property be retained by the City

FULL CITY COUNCIL VOTE

Within 60 days of the Reuse Committee’s recommendation, the full City
Council is required to vote on a resolution to the Mayor for the
disposition and future use of the property.

++2/3 vote required.

**Resolution may authorize the Mayor to lease all or a portion of the
property and set minimum financial terms.

The Mayor then takes appropriate action based on the Council’s
recommendation
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Summary of Potential Actions

*Make an Initial Determination

* Available for lease - This will automatically begin the process of establishing
the JAPG

* Continue to be used by the City — This determination will automatically
become the recommendation to the City Council.

*If the Initial Determination is to make the property available for lease
* Recommend to the City Council that the JAPG be waived

°If the JAPG is waived by the City Council, make a determination on
whether to request an additional report from the Director of Planning
and Development.



T
(617) 796-1120
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(617) 796-1142
i TDD/TTY
City of Newton,. Massachusetts 617 Jo01069
Department of Planning and Development WWw.Newtonma.gov
Ruthw:eol:uller 1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 Barney Heath
y Director
MEMORANDUM
To: Carol Moore, City Clerk
Cassidy Flynn, Deputy City Clerk
From: Barney Heath, Director of Planning & Development
Lara Kritzer, Director of Housing and Community Development
Shaylyn Davis-lannaco, Housing Program Manager
Date: November 3, 2023
Subject: Reuse of Walker Center Property
CC: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller

City Council

Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer

Alissa Giuliani, City Solicitor

Joshua Morse, Public Building Commissioner

In accordance with the City of Newton’s Revised Ordinances, Section 2-7 governing the disposition of
interests in city-owned real property, | am providing my recommendation that the City-owned
property and buildings located at 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street be declared available for
sale or lease and further recommend that a Joint Advisory Planning Group (JAPG) be formed to work
in conjunction with the Planning Department to prepare a written report for the City Council Real
Property Reuse Committee.

| am attaching for reference:

The original November 15, 2021 confirmatory taking of the property authorized by the City
Council.

The October 13, 2023 letter from Mayor Fuller and Public Buildings Commissioner Morse
releasing the property for the reuse process.

Preserving the Past X Planning for the Future
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Telephone
{617) 796-1100
. Ttax
City of Newton, Massachusetts 617 796-1113

TOD/TEY
Office of the I\/Iayor 617 79/64089
Ruthanne Fulier

Email
Mayor rhuller@newtonma.gov

October 13, 2023
Carol Moore, City Clerk
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

Dear City Clerk Moore:

I respectfully submit this record of Public Buildings Commissioner Morse’s attached decision to
declare property available for sale, lease or for a different municipal purpose. As outlined in the

Property Reuse procedures of the City, please notify the Director of Planning & Development to
begin the reuse process.

As outlined in Commissioner Morse’s Ietter, the properties at 169 Grove Strect and 136 Hancock
Street were acquired by the City in December 2021 with the intended use of the buildings for
affordable housing and some of the land for future expansion of the Williams Elementary

School. Planning staff is ready to begin the process of evaluating affordable housing options for
the buildings on the site and engaging with the Real Property Reuse Committee.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Mayor Ruthanne Fuller
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1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459

wWww.newtonma.gov
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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT
52 ELLIOT STREET, NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 02461

Telephone (617) 796-1600
Ruthanne Fuller, Mayor Facsimile (617) 796-1601
Josh Morse, Building Commissioner TDD/ty # (617) 796-1608

September 10, 2023

Ruthanne Fuller, Mayor
Newton City Hall

1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton Centre, MA 02459

Re: Surplus of property located at 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Sireet
Mayor Fuller,

The properties located at 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street were purchased by the City of Newton
in December of 2021, The intended use of these properties was for both affordable housing and for the
future expansion of the Williams Elementary School site. The Public Buildings Department was given
custody and control of this property at the time of acquisition. The Planning Department is now prepared
to begin to work with the Real Property Reuse Committee of the City Council. To that end, and in
accordance with Section 2-7 of the Revised City of Newton Ordinances, I am formally declaring a portion
of the real property located at 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street for use by another City
department. The houses located on these propetties and a small portion of the land surrounding these
properties will be declared as available for another City department. However, roughly 10,000 square feet
of the lawn area directly adjacent to the Williams Elementary School shall remain in the custody and
control of the Public Buildings Department. While the exact dimensions of the fand to remain in the
custody and control of the Public Buildings Department have yet to be determined, a rough conceptual
site plan is included in this correspondence.

Regards,
Sincerely,
e

Josh Morse
Public Buiidings Commissioner

cc: Maureen Lemieux, Chief Financial Officer
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer
Alex Valcarce, Deputy Buildings Commissioner
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CITY OF NEWTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

CONFIRMATORY dRDER OF TAKING*

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the City Council of the City of Newton, the public necessity and
convenience require the acquisition by eminent domain of approximately 36,356 square feet of
land, together with improvements thereon (the “Parcel”); and

WHEREAS, the Parcel is comprised of portions of the properties known as and numbered 136-144
Hancock Street, Newton, MA (SBL 43031 0001) and 169 Grove Street, Newton, MA (SBL 43031
0016), respectively, which properties are described in a deed from The American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions to the Walker Missionary Homes, Inc. n/k/a The Walker Center
for Ecumenical Exchange, Inc. dated October 13, 1931 and recorded with the Middlesex South
District Registry of Deeds in Book 5599, Page 293;

WHEREAS, the Parcel is shown as lot labeled “TO BE TAKEN BY CITY OF NEWTON” on the plan of
land titled “Plan of Land Newton, Massachusetts, Showing Area Taking by City at #144 Hancock
Street” dated November 18, 2021, and prepared by VTP Associates, inc.; and

WHEREAS, the City authorized and received an independent professional appraisal of the value of
the Parcel.

THEREFORE, by vote of the City Council, acting on behalf of the City of Newton under Chapter 79 of
the Massachusetts General Laws, it is hereby

ORDERED: That the Parcel be and hereby is taken in fee, together with all rights, title and interest in
the Parcel. So far as is known to the City Council, the owner and mortgagee for the Parcel are as
follows:

Record Owner: - The Walker Center for Ecumenical Exchange, Inc.
Book 5599, Page 293

Mortgagee: The Village Bank

|

PM

Book 54888, Page 450 ATroos
Book 66913, Page 185 '
Book 67918, Page 76
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In accordance with General Laws Chapter 79, it is further

ORDERED: That the award of damages in the amount of Two Million Four Hundred Fifty Thousand
Dollars ($2,450,000.00) is hereby made as a result of this eminent domain taking, to be paid to the
persons entitled thereto; and it is further

ORDERED: That in accordance with General Laws Chapter 79, Section 1, the trees upon and
structures affixed to said Parcel are hereby included as part of this taking; and it is further

ORDERED: That the Parcel is taken for school and/or affordable housing purposes; and that custody
and management of the Parcel is hereby assigned to the Public Building Department.

*This Confirmatory Order of Taking is being recorded to confirm the prior Order of Taking recorded
with the Middlesex South Registry of Deeds in Book 79348, Page 97,"and to correct the following
two (2) scrivener’s errors: 1. In the first paragraph, replace “36,360” with “36,356"; and 2. In the
third paragraph, replace “Lots A and B” with “lot labeled ‘TO BE TAKEN BY CITY OF NEWTON"".

Readings Waived and Adopted

|
|
Under Suspension of Rules ' '
24 Yeas 0 Nays

Qph_ udar

SGD) RUTHANNE FULLER
City Clerk Mayor

Date: t?./l 7/202-l

ATrs Copy
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