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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: June 6, 2024
DATE: March 28, 2024
TO: Newtonville Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newtonville Historic District Commission (Newtonville
HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be
useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newtonville HDC. Additional information may be presented at the
meeting that the Newtonville HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Newtonville HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have
received in your meeting packet.

Applications
21 Foster Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

The playground area would be visible if the fence were removed.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newtonville builders Willard S. Higgins and Theodore C. Nickerson constructed the
Colonial Revival/Queen Anne house for Calvert Crary in 1897. Crary worked for the United States Leather
Company and was on the Board of Trustees of Boston University and of the Deaconess Hospital; he was also the
Director of the Union Rescue League. Higgins & Nickerson were listed in the 1891 City Directory as “carpenters
and builders” with a shop in Newtonville Square at the rear of 277 Walnut Street. In 1897, the shop was moved
to 10 Bailey Place in Newtonville. The property remained in the family until 1942 when Crary’s daughter, Mrs.
Ruth Young, deeded the property to the American Red Cross and the house became a center for Newton war
relief services and activities.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to build a low masonry seating wall in the playground area. The wall
would be 20 inches high and 30 feet long. Ideal concrete blocks in Quarry Blend color.

Notes: The application to repave the existing driveway and rebuild the paver patio area in-kind was
administratively approved.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/825042
PDF File: Compiled 21 Foster — retaining wall

Assessors database map marked to show location of masonry wall

Aerial view marked to show location of masonry wall

Photos



https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/825042
http://www.newtonma.gov/

Photo of example of proposed masonry wall
MHC Form B

75 Prescott Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

Turner Terrace is a private way and the commission does not have jurisdiction over project elements that are
only visible from Turner Terrace.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The colonial revival house may have been built around 1900.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to demolish the
garage and renovate and expand the existing house. A new house would be built behind the existing house; the
two structures would be connected with a two-story connector. The new driveway would include parking areas
and would end at the left side entry porch. They plan to keep the existing parking area at the front right of the
property. Heat pumps would be installed on the right side of the house and screened with wood fencing.
Bluestone patios and masonry planters would also be installed.

Notes:

The left side of the property, existing house, and new construction would be visible from Prescott Street.
The right side would probably be minimally visible.

Multiple window brand and model options are proposed; commission to advise if any of these are not
appropriate and if more information is required

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824466
PDF File: Compiled 75 Prescott June meeting
Assessors database map

Photos

Existing site plan

Proposed site plan

Existing elevations and roof plan of existing house
Photos of existing details

Demolition plans

Aerial views

Aerial views of driveways

Proposed elevations and roof plan of existing house
Proposed elevations and roof plan of new structure
Street view renderings

Schematic sections

Detail drawings

Window details

Material and product list

Product specifications for windows, siding, door, roofing, gutter, outdoor lighting, decking, standing seam
metal roof

Staff photos of 75 Prescott Street and the streetscape

Staff included photos of the house and the streetscape to show what is currently visible from the street and
what the setting, surrounding buildings, and streetscape look like.

The file is available with the April 4" meeting materials on the City website:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-
commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets



https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824466
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Reviewing New Construction

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for reviewing new construction are similar to the criteria for
reviewing proposed additions to existing structures: the massing, size, scale and architectural features of
new construction on the site of an historic building must be compatible with those of the historic building.
When the new construction will be visible and will be near historic buildings (including neighboring historic
buildings), the new construction must be subordinate to these buildings. The new construction should not
create a false sense of history but should pull from the existing major design features.

Here is the language from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation #9:

“New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from
the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing
to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

New additions should be designed and constructed so that the character-defining features of the historic
building, its site, and setting are not negatively impacted. Generally, a new addition should be subordinate
to the historic building. A new addition should be compatible, but differentiated enough so that it is not
confused as historic or original to the building. The same guidance applies to new construction so that it
does not negatively impact the historic character of the building or its site.”

The relevant sections from the Secretary’s Standards are available with the April 4*" meeting materials on
the City website: https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-
districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets

City of Newton Historic Preservation Guidelines for Additions and New Construction

The City of Newton Historic Preservation Guidelines for Additions and New Construction are consistent with
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. New construction should be well-designed and sympathetic to the
character of the historic building and its historic surroundings.

The guidelines are available on the City website:
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/41345/637411402915370000

Newtonville Historic District Project Examples

Staff identified several large-scale projects in the district and put together a pdf file with photographs. If
drawings and meeting minutes were readily available, they were included.

There is one example of a new house that was reviewed and approved by the commission in 2011-2012 - 119
Lowell Avenue. It appears that the commission determined the scale and massing were appropriate.

The commission reviewed several projects with large additions. A side addition and a rear connected garage
addition were approved for 160 Walnut Street/27 Turner Street in 2013. The original proposal showed the rear
connected garage addition with the same height as the historic house, and this was scaled down to be
subordinate to the historic house for the final approved plans.

The commission also reviewed and approved a project for a large rear addition for 21 Turner Street. There was
a lot of discussion about the proposed scale and massing of the addition.

The document is available with the April 4" meeting materials on the City website:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-
commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets
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https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets

Administrative discussion:
Minutes: The April 2024 draft meeting minutes are included for review.

Commission elections: Commission elections will be held in the July meeting.
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