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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      April 18, 2024 
 

PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Scott Aquilina, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member 
Susana Lannik, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 

 
The fully remote meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were S. Aquilina, R. Imperato, and S. Lannik. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and 
the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
101 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Jonathan Daniels and Daniel Wallace presented the application to amend the previously approved hardscaping 
and lighting plans. The commission previously approved a hardscaping plan that included several elements. 
The owners want to amend the application to scale back the project. The retaining wall and steps at the front 
right of the property would not be built. The other changes included removing the brick seating wall at the 
patio area on the right side of the house and installing a cobble stone border, and changing the stepping stone 
path to connect the patio to the front walkway. Some of the landscape lighting and plantings would be 
changed. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/820378   
PDF File: Compiled 101 Old Orchard hardscaping amendment 
Assessors database map 
Previously approved site plan 
Previously approved planting and lighting plan 
Proposed site plan 
Proposed planting and lighting plan 
Photos 
Product and material information 
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MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners agreed that the changes were appropriate. Neighbor Bryan Gary was concerned that the 
lighting would take away from the night time character of the neighborhood and that the yews on the shared 
property line not be damaged or removed. He proposed that the lights be low voltage and that the lights and 
the post lamp be on a timer. D. Wallace confirmed that the lights and post lantern could be put on a timer. P. 
Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness with requirements that the landscape lights and post 
lantern be on timers. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 4-
0. 
 
RECORD OF ACTION: 
DATE: April 19, 2024 
SUBJECT: 101 OLD ORCHARD RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on April 18, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, 
by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 101 OLD ORCHARD 
RD to amend the previously approved hardscaping and lighting plan to scale back the project with the 
requirement that the landscape lighting and post lantern will be on a timer. The changes include not 
building the approved retaining wall and steps at the front, removing the brick knee wall at the patio area 
on the right side of the house, installing a cobble stone border, and changing the stepping stone path to 
connect the patio to the front walkway. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 
• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 
• Robert Imperato, 

Member 
• Susana Lannik, 

Member 
• Scott Aquilina, 

Member 

   

Violation of the Historic District Ordinance at 92 Reservoir Avenue  
Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation at 92 Reservoir Avenue 
Franklin Schwarzer and Robert Lawrence explained that vents were installed at the front of the house and 
apologized for not submitting this work for review and approval by the commission. The vents were required 
for the boiler, and they did not think they had other options to vent the boiler that would meet code. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/820645     
PDF File: Compiled 92 Reservoir vents 
Assessors database map 
Explanation for installation 
Photos 
Plans 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/820645
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Elevations 
MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners agreed that an application should have been submitted for commission review and approval 
and the work was in violation. P. Vieira moved to confirm the violation. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There 
was a roll call vote and the motion passed, 4-0. 
 
P. Vieira and S. Aquilina thought that there were options to get the vent pipes off the front and on to the side 
of the building; perhaps behind the stair or between the chimney and the stair. The applicants said that they 
would review the situation and come back to the commission with another proposal. 
 
RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: April 19, 2024 
SUBJECT:  92 Reservoir Avenue – Confirmation of Violation of the Historic District Ordinance 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on April 18, 2024, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by vote of 4-
0, 
RESOLVED to confirm that there is a violation of the Historic District Ordinance at 92 Reservoir Avenue as the owners 
installed vents on the front elevation of the house without getting Historic approval for the cobblestone apron. 
Voting in the Affirmative:    
Peter Vieira, Chair    Scott Aquilina, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member   Susana Lannik, Member  
 
8 Lawrence Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
There was no one present for the application to replace the existing stockade fence along Hammond Street. 
 
32 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Ray Ayrumym and Mark Dorfman presented an application to install an above ground generator on the 
property approximately 135 feet to the right of the house and 25 feet from the property line. The equipment 
would be screened with bushes. The applicants confirmed that they had reviewed the project with the 
abutters. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/821636   
PDF File: Compiled 32 Suffolk generator 
Assessors database map 
Assessors database map marked to show location of generator 
Drawings showing dimensions and line of sight from the house 
Photos 
Product specifications 
Trenching diagram 
MHC Form B 
 
P. Vieira asked if a back-up battery could be used instead. The applicant confirmed that a back-up battery was 
not sufficient. Commissioners agreed that the generator was a long distance from Suffolk Road and would be 
minimally visible if trees and vegetation were removed. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 4-0. 
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RECORD OF ACTION: 
DATE: April 19, 2024 
SUBJECT: 32 SUFFOLK RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on April 18, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, 
by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 32 SUFFOLK 
RD to install an above ground generator with a fence and plantings for screening on the property 
approximately 135 feet to the right of the house and 25 feet from the property line. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 
• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 
• Robert Imperato, 

Member 
• Susana Lannik, 

Member 
• Scott Aquilina, 

Member 

   

108 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Sam Leno presented an application to install granite curbing along Reservoir Avenue. The owners were 
concerned that cars and trucks are parking on the vegetation and sidewalk and damaging those areas. The 
curbing would be consistent with the neighboring properties at 87 and 92 Reservoir Avenue and tie into the 
existing curbing at either end of the property. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/823096     
PDF File: Compiled 108 Reservoir curbing 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
 
S. Aquilina and S. Lannik commented that the proposed curbing was appropriate given the context of other 
curbing on the street, especially if it was connecting existing curbing sections on the corner of Hammond 
Street and along Reservoir. P. Vieira and R. Imperato noted that the rustic quality of Reservoir Avenue was 
already diminished by sections of curbing. Neighbor Rohan Samahawira supported the project and said it was 
consistent with other curbing and needed for safety. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 4-0. 
RECORD OF ACTION: 
DATE: April 19, 2024 
SUBJECT: 108 RESERVOIR AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on April 18, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call 
vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 108 RESERVOIR AVE to install 
granite curbing along Reservoir Avenue. 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/823096
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Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 
• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 
• Robert Imperato, 

Member 
• Susana Lannik, Member 
• Scott Aquilina, Member 

 

   

46 Woodman Road – Final Project Approval 
Marc Kantrowitz and Leonard Davidson presented updates on the balustrade on the rear second-story porch 
and the caps for the columns supporting the rear second-story porch. L. Davidson noted that the balusters at 
the back matched the balusters that were on the front; the owners wanted to keep the balusters and change 
the corner posts. They would also fix the column caps. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/755522    
PDF File: 46 Woodman Final Project 
Assessors database map 
Chimney photos and drawings 
 2014 photo of brick chimney 
 2019 photo of brick chimney covered with stone veneer 
 2019 drawing showing brick chimney dimensions 
 2024 photos of brick chimney after stone veneer was removed 
 Photos showing conditions as stone veneer was removed 
Balustrade photos and drawings 
 Photos of existing conditions 
 2014 photo of the columns 
 2019 drawings of the columns and balustrade 
 2019 detail drawing and as-built photo of the balustrade 
 
P. Vieira stated that the front balusters were seen on the oblique and were less visible. The ones on the back 
were very visible and prominent and did not match the approved drawings. The commission accepted a lot of 
discrepancies on this project; the balusters needed to match what was approved. Commissioners agreed that 
the applicants needed to come back with an update on how this would get fixed. 
 
 
Administrative discussion 
The March 2024 minutes were approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/755522
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