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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: May 2, 2024
DATE: April 24, 2024
TO: Newtonville Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newtonville Historic District Commission (Newtonville
HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be
useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newtonville HDC. Additional information may be presented at the
meeting that the Newtonville HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Newtonville HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the review of the Local Historic District Review applications.

Applications
58 Page Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The first recorded occupants of the circa 1891 Queen Anne house were Francis C.
Greenwood, a clerk at 85 Water Street in Boston, his wife, and daughter Henrietta Greenwood. They previously
lived at 122 Walnut Street. Mr. Greenwood died sometime before 1901 and his wife and daughter took in Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Knight as boarders. After Mrs. Greenwood’s death in 1907, Henrietta Greenwood continued to
take in boarders until the 1920s; most of the boarders were nurses and teachers.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install hardscaping including stone retaining wall at the front,
replace the front walkway and driveway, and patio at back; and install greenhouse, pergola, fire pit and water
fountain.

Notes:
The commission does not review planting plans unless plantings are required for screening.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/823874
PDF File: Compiled 58 Page

Assessors database map

Photos

Project description

Existing and proposed paving

Tree plan

Hardscape plan

Planting plan



https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/823874
http://www.newtonma.gov/

Stone wall detail drawings
Greenhouse foundation wall
Greenhouse drawings and photos
Arbor plan and details

Products and materials

Window box details

Fountain and fire bowl information
Plant selection

MHC Form B

55 Page Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1897 Queen Anne house was built for Albert T. Sisson and his wife Emma, on
what was then called Sisson Court. At this time, Page Road was named Edinboro Street. In 1899, Sisson Court
was renamed Edinboro Circle. And in 1907, Edinboro Street was renamed after the Page Family, who owned
significant land in the area earlier in the Nineteenth century. Albert worked as a salesman for various companies
in Boston. Several relatives, including Albert H. Sisson, a watchmaker, and Gertrude A. Sisson, boarded with the
couple. After 1927, the house was occupied briefly by a builder named Percy Jenkins and in 1931 by a sales
manager in Boston named Rodney Eaton.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the back deck with screen porch, replace the chain link
fence along the front property line with a wood fence, and install a new wood fence section on the back property
line to screen the neighboring garage.

Notes:
The roof of the screened porch would be minimally visible from Rossmere Street.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824845

PDF File: Compiled 55 Page

Assessors database map and plot plan with project description and marked to show locations of fences and
screen porch

Proposed site plan and roof plan

Photos

Photo of view from Rossmere Street marked up to show new screened porch roof line
Plan

Elevations

Skylight and fence information

MHC Form B

75 Prescott Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

Turner Terrace is a private way and the commission does not have jurisdiction over project elements that are
only visible from Turner Terrace.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The colonial revival house may have been built around 1900.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from the April 23, 2024, working session. The owners want to
demolish the garage, renovate the existing house, and build an addition; build two new, connected units behind
the existing house; change grading; and add hardscaping.

Since the working session, the applicants revised the design of the roof of the proposed two connected units to
improve the massing and reduce the size of the building. Per the schematic section drawings (page 26), the front
height of the existing building from grade to roof ridge is 35 feet 9-5/8”. The height of the back addition of the
existing building from grade to the addition roof is 31 feet 9-1/8”. The front height of the proposed new building
directly behind the existing house is 35 feet 6-1/4”".


https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824845

Notes:

o The changes to the existing house and changes on the left side of the property, including new
construction would be visible from Prescott Street. The new construction would probably be
minimally visible on the right side.

o The existing chimney would be demolished; commission needs to consider if the chimney is a
significant architectural element.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824466
PDF File: Compiled 75 Prescott

Assessors database map

Photos

Survey

Proposed site plan

Existing elevations and roof plan — existing house
Existing details

Demolition plans

Streetview renderings of proposed

Aerial views of the neighborhood

Existing and proposed elevations of existing house
Proposed elevations of the new attached houses
Proposed site plan and 3D aerial of existing house and proposed attached houses
Schematic sections

Section and detail drawings

Window details

Product and material list

Product and material specifications

MHC Information

Staff photos of 75 Prescott Street and the streetscape

Staff included photos of the house and the streetscape to show what is currently visible from the street and
what the setting, surrounding buildings, and streetscape look like.

The file is available with the April 4" / 23" meeting materials on the City website:
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/118228/638472982139930000

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Reviewing New Construction

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for reviewing new construction are similar to the criteria for
reviewing proposed additions to existing structures: the massing, size, scale and architectural features of
new construction on the site of an historic building must be compatible with those of the historic building.
When the new construction will be visible and will be near historic buildings (including neighboring historic
buildings), the new construction must be subordinate to these buildings. The new construction should not
create a false sense of history but should pull from the existing major design features.

Here is the language from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation #9:

“New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from
the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing
to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
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https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/824466
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/118228/638472982139930000

New additions should be designed and constructed so that the character-defining features of the historic
building, its site, and setting are not negatively impacted. Generally, a new addition should be subordinate
to the historic building. A new addition should be compatible, but differentiated enough so that it is not
confused as historic or original to the building. The same guidance applies to new construction so that it
does not negatively impact the historic character of the building or its site.”

The relevant sections from the Secretary’s Standards will be included in the meeting materials on the City
website: https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-
commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets

City of Newton Historic Preservation Guidelines for Additions and New Construction

The City of Newton Historic Preservation Guidelines for Additions and New Construction are consistent with
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. New construction should be well-designed and sympathetic to the
character of the historic building and its historic surroundings.

The guidelines are available on the City website:
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/41345/637411402915370000

Newtonville Historic District Project Examples

Staff identified several large-scale projects in the district and put together a pdf file with photographs. If
drawings and meeting minutes were readily available, they were included.

There is one example of a new house that was reviewed and approved by the commission in 2011-2012 — 119
Lowell Avenue. It appears that the commission determined the scale and massing were appropriate.

The commission reviewed several projects with large additions. A side addition and a rear connected garage
addition were approved for 160 Walnut Street/27 Turner Street in 2013. The original proposal showed the rear
connected garage addition with the same height as the historic house, and this was scaled down to be
subordinate to the historic house for the final approved plans.

The commission also reviewed and approved a project for a large rear addition for 21 Turner Street. There was
a lot of discussion about the proposed scale and massing of the addition.

The document will be included in the meeting materials on the City website:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-
commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets

Administrative discussion:
Minutes: The April 2024 draft meeting minutes are included for review.

Discussion about new construction and infill in the district



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/41345/637411402915370000
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/local-historic-districts-commissions/newtonville-historic-district-commission/agendas-minutes-packets

