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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: April 18, 2024
DATE: April 5, 2024
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

101 Old Orchard Road —Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1928 Colonial Revival house was designed by Ernest A. Snow for Winslow Sears
and then sold to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Angier. Mr. Angier worked for his father, George Angier, who was the
president of Angier Chemical Company in Alston. Ernest A. Snow also designed and built 109 and 119 Old
Orchard Road and 6 Lee Road.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The commission previously approved a hardscaping plan that included several elements.
The owners want to amend the application to scale back the project. The retaining wall and steps at the front
right of the property will not be built. The changes include removing the brick seating wall at the patio area on
the right side of the house and installing a cobble stone border, and changing the stepping stone path so that it
connects the patio to the front walkway. Some of the landscape lighting and plantings would be changed.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/820378
PDF File: Compiled 101 Old Orchard hardscaping amendment
Assessors database map

Preserving the Past W Planning for the Future


https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/820378
http://www.newtonma.gov/

Previously approved site plan

Previously approved planting and lighting plan
Proposed site plan

Proposed planting and lighting plan

Photos

Product and material information

MHC Form B

Violation of the Historic District Ordinance at 92 Reservoir Avenue

Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation at 92 Reservoir Avenue

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1915 Colonial Revival house was designed by James Lovell Little, Jr., for Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Estabrook.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners installed vents at the front of the house that were not reviewed or approved
by the commission.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/820645
PDF File: Compiled 92 Reservoir vents

Assessors database map

Explanation for installation

Photos

Plans

Elevations

MHC Form B

8 Lawrence Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1897 Queen Anne house was first owned by J. Warren Merrill who was a bank
trustee in Boston at 1004 in the Tremont Building. In 1901, he had moved to Boston and was leasing the house
to Mr. and Mrs. James M. Parker.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the existing stockade fence along Hammond Street with a
six-foot-tall fence — four feet of closed board fence with a two-foot lattice topper.

The commission typically has not approved tall, closed board fences along Hammond Street. Recent projects
that were determined to be appropriate were for four-foot-tall black metal picket fences and lower stone walls.

Notes:

This section of Hammond Street is a designated Scenic Road which requires that new fences along
Hammond Street be open picket and that they be no taller than four feet.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/locations/108639
PDF File: Compiled 8 Lawrence fence

Photos

MHC Form B

32 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1920 Colonial Revival house was designed by Bigelow and Wadsworth for Richard
and Mabel Webster Harte. Richard Harte worked as a manager in a fur store. Bigelow and Wadsworth also
designed the Colonial Revival houses at 65 Essex Road (1923) and 509 Hammond Street (1928).

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install an above ground generator on the property approximately
135 feet to the right of the house and 25 feet from the property line.
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https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/820645
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/locations/108639

Notes:

If the trees and vegetation were removed, it appears that the generator could be visible from Suffolk Road
between 38 and 46 Suffolk Road. Staff asked the applicants if there were other options, such as locating the
generator behind the house.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/821636
PDF File: Compiled 32 Suffolk generator

Assessors database map

Assessors database map marked to show location of generator
Drawings showing dimensions and line of sight from the house
Photos

Product specifications

Trenching diagram

MHC Form B

108 Reservoir Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was constructed in 2016.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install granite curbing along Reservoir Avenue. The owners are
concerned that cars and trucks are parking on the vegetation and sidewalk and damaging those areas. The
curbing would be consistent with the neighboring properties at 87 and 92 Reservoir Avenue and tie into the
existing curbing at either end of the property.

Notes:

The commission has previously approved curbing on Reservoir Avenue. There is granite curbing at quite a few
properties along Reservoir Avenue.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/823096
PDF File: Compiled 108 Reservoir curbing

Assessors database map

Photos

46 Woodman Road - Final Project Approval

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1925 Colonial Revival house was built as a secondary structure on the
Webster Estate and was attached to the greenhouses which were built in 1910. When the house was first built,
the Webster’s gardener Peter Arnott lived on the second floor and the first floor was used as workspace. In the
1970s, the greenhouses were removed, and the house was renovated.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This is continued from the March 2024 meeting and is on the agenda in case the
applicants have any new information about the open items which include: the work that was done to remove
the stone veneer from the brick chimney, the balustrade on the rear second-story porch, and the columns
supporting the rear second-story porch.

Notes: No new information has been submitted since the March meeting.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/755522
PDF File: 46 Woodman Final Project
Assessors database map
Chimney photos and drawings
2014 photo of brick chimney
2019 photo of brick chimney covered with stone veneer
2019 drawing showing brick chimney dimensions
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2024 photos of brick chimney after stone veneer was removed

Photos showing conditions as stone veneer was removed
Balustrade photos and drawings

Photos of existing conditions

2014 photo of the columns

2019 drawings of the columns and balustrade

2019 detail drawing and as-built photo of the balustrade

Administrative discussion

Minutes: The March 2024 draft minutes ready for review.



