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April 28, 2023


Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

Newton Centre, MA 02459-1449 


RE: SMMD MassDEP Technical Assistance Grant Report


Dear Mayor Fuller,


I am writing to you about the MassDEP Technical Assistance Grant Report authored by SMMD 
Director Waneta Trabert and submitted to your office for review in November 2022. The 
Sustainable Materials Management Commission is eager to plan public education and 
engagement initiatives around the waste reduction recommendations made in our November 
2021 report, Setting the Path to Zero Waste. Our desire is to advise and support the work of 
SMMD as we move forward, and to this end would appreciate the expedited release of Director 
Trabert’s report. With the waste hauling negotiations set to begin within the next year, and with 
the time we will need to develop a successful public engagement campaign prior to the 
negotiations, we must move forward now. 


In your response to the City Council’s resolution on adopting zero waste goals for Newton on 
May 25, 2022, you affirmed:


“The Fuller Administration is committed to pursuing paths to waste reduction and Zero Waste. 
With the superb leadership of Waneta Trabert, our Sustainable Materials Management Director, 
Newton’s Department of Public Works is actively investigating the best approaches to waste 
reduction by collaborating with MassDEP through a technical assistance grant. We look forward 
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to its recommendations in the next few months to help steer the City’s path to reduce waste and 
increase waste diversion. In conjunction with the recommendations of Newton’s Sustainable 
Materials Management Commission in its November 2021 Setting the Path to Zero Waste report, 
we look forward to creating, perhaps with the help of a consultant, a comprehensive Sustainable 
Materials Management Program.“


To make meaningful progress on the City’s commitment to waste reduction and Zero Waste, we 
must not lose the opportunity presented by the next waste hauling contract. With no time to lose, 
the Commission respectfully requests the immediate release of the SMMD MassDEP Technical 
Assistance Grant Report.


Sincerely,


Sunwoo Kahng 

Chair, Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission
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