
Meeting Minutes 
March 2024 

Newton Parks & Recreation Commission 
Meeting Minutes-Hybrid Meeting 

7:00 p.m. – Monday, March 18, 2024 
 

Attending: Arthur Magni, Chair, Byron Dunker, Vice-Chair, Commissioner Banks, Beth Wilkinson, John Rice, Randy Johnson, 
Sheila Butts, Jack Neville, Mark Feldhusen, Gloria Gavris, Midge Connolly, Ted Chapman 

 

Meeting began:  7:03pm 
 

1. Meeting Minutes –February 2024- Approved 8-0 
  

2. Outdoor Special Events– Public Hearing  
 John Rice and Gloria Gavris recused themselves from this discussion and vote and left the room. 
 Commissioner Banks stated this is the public hearing for these events at the Hyde Playground. This is 

the normal procedure for events on park land.  Chairman Magni will manage comments from the 
public in the room, Ms. Mclaughlin will manage participants on zoom.  

 Chairman Magni public hearings are triggered by all large events. There is an informational meeting 
and then a public hearing.  The public will have three minutes to speak.  
• Taiwan Day- May 4 – Hyde Playground 

o Janice Bourque stated this event has been occurring for 20 years. Set-up begins in the 
morning and the event is over and area cleaned up by 5pm.  There will be food and 
vendors. Music plays throughout the day, the speakers will be turned and face the building 
to reduce the sound decibels.  

o Abutter, 30 Erie Ave commented he values all engagements at the Hyde Playground, it 
brings vibrancy to the community.  The events are well attended, there may be increased 
traffic, he supports the event. 

o Abutter, 93 Bowdoin agrees with previous comments, supports the event. 
o Abutter, Lincoln St supports the events, the bigger issue is the speeding traffic and 

crosswalk violations. The other issue is the off-leash dogs.  Chairman Magni asked Ms. 
Bourque if a police detail is required at the events.  Ms. Bourque commented a detail is 
requested but the police have limited resources for the number of detail requests they 
receive. 

o Abutter, 67 Chester St., hears all the events and is indebted to John Rice for organizing 
these events.  The events make the neighborhood special. 

o Abutter, 48 Erie Ave commented she enjoys all aspects of the events and read a petition 
signed by neighbors in support of the events. 

o Abutter, Bowdoin St, all events are terrific and encourages to add more events. 
o Abutter, 34 Bowdoin St, enjoying the events and forming connections.  
o Abutter, 17 Chester St, recently moved to the area, one reason was they loved these 

events. 
o Chairman Magni closed the public comments.   
o Mr. Chapman asked if private security can be hired for traffic and crosswalk safety. And 

from where is the sound decibel being monitored.  Mr. Pitts commented the level is being 
measured digitally from 30’.  

o Commissioner Banks commented the city is working with the event organizers to support 
the events. The bandstand at the Hyde is on private property, a noise ordinance waiver is 
required because it is on private property. Mr. Chapman asked what the acceptable decibel 
level in the ordinance is.  Commissioner Banks stated there is not a specific number for this 
type of event.  

o Abutter, 240 Plymouth Rd the level has been measured and 75 decibels has been the 
highest number. Commissioner Banks stated the city is open to 70-75 decibels.  A library is 
usually 30 decibels, and an urban setting is usually around 40 decibels.  
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o Susan Venus commented she was surprised the noise ordinance hours are 7am-11pm.  
Commissioner Banks stated the Sunday hours are 7am-9pm.  Ms. Butts stated these are the 
general hours for the ordinance. 

Ms. Butts made the motion to approve the proposal.  Ms. Connolly seconded the motion. Motion passed 8-0. 
 

• Festival of Arts – May 19 – Hyde Playground 
o Blair Sullivan – Newton Pride, this is the 9th annual Festival of the Arts Event. It is a 3-day 

event, one day at Hyde Playground. The hours are 2pm-7:30pm including 4 music acts, the 
event will move into the Hyde Center Gym for weather.  

o Abutters who commented on the Taiwan Day requested their support be noted for this 
event.  

o Abutter asked Chairman Magni why the events must appear before the P & R Commission.  
Chairman Magni replied this is standard protocol for all large events on city park land.  

o Abutter, 95 Lincoln St. complimented the PRC Maintenance staff for managing the trash 
removal and restoring the playground to a normal state after the events. 

Ms. Butts made the motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. Chapman seconded the motion. Motion passed 8-0. 
 

• Juneteenth – June 15 – Hyde Playground 
o Ms. Bourque reported this event was established a few years ago, the event includes 

presentation, music, readings, educating, celebrating, and exploring other cultural 
backgrounds.  

o Abutters who commented on the Taiwan Day & Festival of the Arts requested their support 
be noted for this event.  

o  Abutter, 73 Erie Ave supports all the events. 
o Abutter, 15 Standish Rd commented it is a joy to live in the Highlands, appreciated the 

work being put into the sound concern, but were concerned when they heard the events 
were being questioned. 

o Abutter commented the neighbors were alerted there was a threat to the event. 
o Mr. Johnson commented the Commission needs to change the perception of the P & R 

Commission.  Mr. Feldhusen asked how the abutter notification letters are worded.  Ms.  
Gavris stated the letters are factual only.  

o The abutter agreed the alert was not from the notification, she received the alert from the 
neighborhood. 

Ms. Butts made the motion to approve the proposal. Mr. Chapman seconded he motion. Motion passed 8-0. 
 

3. Outdoor Special Events– Informational Meeting 
• India Independence Day- Aug 17 – Hyde Playground 
• Taiwan Music Festival – Sept 21 – Hyde Playground 
• Summer Concert Series – Hyde Playground 

 Ms. Bourque presented the above events and commented the bandstand is very popular and attracts a 
lot of activity, some neighbors approve, and some do not.   

 Mr. Swope, member of the Hyde Board reminded the group this is a non-profit, with no help form the 
city, the Hyde Center relies on donations.  

 Ms. Bourque clarified when a police detail is issued for an event, the detail is for public safety, the 
officers will not ticket for any violations, the Police would call in and ask for assistance. Mr. Johnson 
commented there is high demand for details and not enough officers.   

 Councilor Downs, Vice-Chair of the Public Safety Committee agrees the police resources are low, the 
committee has voted to use flaggers. 

 Ms. Gavris asked if the comments from tonight’s meeting can be carried over to next month’s public 
hearing for the Hyde Playground.  Commissioner Banks replied, the comments can be carried over to 
next month public hearing.  
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Ms. Gavris made the motion to move the events to public hearing.  Ms. Butts seconded the motion. Motion passed 
8-0. 

4. Commissioner’s Report - Commissioner Banks 
 Dr. Michael Richardson is stepping down from the Commission, and thanks him for his service. 
 The Budget will be presented by the Mayor in April, the Commissioner will add the budget to the April 

Commission Agenda for review. 
o Mr. Feldhusen asked how the budget process works and when is the budget finalized.   

Commissioner Banks stated the department presents to the Executive team, priorities are 
weighed and decided upon. The budget is finalized when the Mayor makes the announcement 
in April.   

 Scheduled Community meetings: 
o Field Improvements- March 25, 6pm 
o Memorial Playground- April 4, 6pm 

 Newton Serves is scheduled for May 5. This is a busy day for the PRC Maintenance Division 
 Marathon is another busy day for the PRC Maintenance Division. 
 Gath Pool Project is moving along, still on schedule for a June opening date. 

 
5. Committee Reports  

• Community Preservation Committee -B. Dunker 
o Commissioner Banks and Staff presented the Spears Park Community Garden proposal and 

is asking for $150K.  
• Urban Tree Commission – B. Wilkinson 

o The revised Tree Ordinance went into effect March 1.  Marc Welch reviewed the on-line 
process with the UTC members, a lot of information is required by the applicant and a lot 
of work is required by the department. 

• Farm Commission – B. Wilkinson 
o No report 

• Off-Leash Area Working Group (OLAWG) – Commissioner 
o No report 
o Chairman Magni asked how the Hunnewell park location is working.  Commissioner Banks 

commented the reconfiguration of the off-leash area has been very successful. 
o Mr. Feldhusen asked if Edmands Park is being turned into a dog park. Commissioner Banks 

commented there are two proposals: 
 Walker Park – this has the highest interest of the group. 
 Edmands Park – resident led proposal.  The proposal is being refined and the 

residents are researching the environmental impact.  
• Arts & Culture – G. Gavris 

o No report 
o Mr. Feldhusen asked if there are plans to build a stage in Newton Centre Playground.  The 

summer concerts organized by Cultural Development are well attended but the project has 
been tabled for now.  

o Commissioner Banks commented outdoor spaces are popular, and reported PRC is working 
with Public Buildings.  Lincoln Eliot School will have and indoor performance space that will 
be managed by Cultural Development.  

6. New Business 
• No New Business 

Meeting Adjourned 8:45pm 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Robin McLaughlin, Commission Secretary 

 


