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Ruthanne Fuller

Mayor ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

To: Zoning Board of Appeals Members

From: Brenda Belsanti

Date: March 27, 2024

Subject: Materials for March 27, 2024 Public Hearing

Packet 1
Hello,
Please see the following supplemental materials for the upcoming hearing on
March 27, 2024 Public Hearing. The following board members are scheduled to sit:
Michael Rossi (Chair), Brooke Lipsitt, Stuart Snyder, Elizabeth Sweet, William

McLaughlin, and Jennifer Pucci (alternate).
1. Compiled resident emails (3) dated March 10, 2024 to March 26, 2024.
Thank you,

Brenda Belsanti

bbelsanti@newtonma.gov |


http://www.newtonma.gov/

From: David Rockwell <drockwell789 @gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2024 11:28 AM

To: Brenda Belsanti <bbelsanti@newtonma.gov>
Subject: e-mail to the Zoning Board of Appeals

[DO NOT OPEN links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

To the Newton Zoning Board of Appeals:

March 10, 2024

Brenda, please forward this e-mail to the ZBA members, thanks.

| was disappointed with the comments by the Zoning Board of Appeals members on
Wednesday, February 28, regarding 78 Crafts Street. | know it was the first opportunity for
the members to voice their reactions to the Design peer review submitted by Alan Montjoy of
NBBJ Architects, and | know there is time for further discussion in future hearings. But the
ZBA members’ comments were almost uniformly sympathetic to NBBJ’s wide-ranging
criticisms of the developer’s proposed design, with nearly no recognition of the Board’s role,
as required under the 40B regulations, to weigh local concerns against the need for
affordable housing.

The 40B regulations specifically require Zoning Boards of Appeal, in denying a 40B
application, or approving it with conditions, to bear the burden of proof that its decision is
based on “valid health, safety, environmental, design, open space, or other Local Concern
which supports such denial [or conditional approval], and then, that such Local Concern
outweighs the Housing Need”.

| am sure the ZBA members are aware of their responsibility for a balanced approach in their
deliberation and ultimate decision, but it wasn’t evident at the February 28 hearing based on
the Board’s comments. Newton’s need for affordable housing is critical for our city’s

future. | ask that, as the law requires, you keep our urgent housing need in mind in your
review of the 78 Crafts project.

Thank you.

David Rockwell



13 Floral Place, Newton
617-935-4678
Drockwell789@gmail.com



mailto:Drockwell789@gmail.com

From: Suzi Hlavacek <suzi@alchemystation.art>
Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 5:24 PM

To: Brenda Belsanti <bbelsanti@newtonma.gov>
Subject: 78 Crafts street project

[DO NOT OPEN links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]
Hello Brenda!

| am writing with my very strong support of the 78 Craft street project in Newton. As Newton
resident watching growing prices | firmly believe we need more housing and this project
provides a substantial amount of median income housing. The project is also meeting Passive
housing standards which is so important for sustainability. The vibrancy of Newton Depends
on our diversity and this project affords that opportunity. | urge you to confirm permitting!

Thank you!

Suzi Hlavacek (Bigliani)
8 Eden Ave

West Newton

MA

02465



From: jim sbordone <jimmysbordonesr@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 10:25 PM

To: Brenda Belsanti <bbelsanti@newtonma.gov>; City Council <citycouncil@newtonma.gov>; Mayor
Ruthanne Fuller <rfuller@newtonma.gov>; John Oliver <john@jayareo.com>

Subject: 78 Craft's

[DO NOT OPEN links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ]

We Do NOT support this project,too much traffic already,why

is Court St not open to traffic from this site???

Sincerely,
Jimmy
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