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*Staff Memo*

Date: March 28, 2024
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Zoom: https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81561239530 or

+13092053325,,81561239530#

145 Auburndale Avenue
Approval of Demolition Delay Violation Settlement

On February 2nd, 2024, ISD staff brought to the attention of NHC staff
that work had been done which exceeded the scope of work
administratively approved by NHC staff in September 2023. The
unapproved alterations included the removal of all siding and the
demolition of the front porch. On February 22nd, 2024, NHC voted to
authorize staff to negotiate a settlement with the applicant. This vote
will be to authorize the Chair to sign the settlement agreement on
behalf of the NHC, and proceed with the design review.

145 Auburndale Avenue

Review of Design after Violation
View Application Here

Description: This Victorian-era vernacular home was built ca. 1850 on
land owned by Andrew J. Allen. The home features an end gabled roof,
with a front-facing center gable over the main entrance of the home.
The home featured wood shingle siding, and a flat roof porch. The
porch, as well as the roof edge, was decorated with ornate brackets
and dentil bands. The siding, trim, and porch were removed in
violation of the demolition delay ordinance. This application seeks to
replace the siding with Hardie shingles and rebuild the porch mostly
in-kind, with minor changes to the detailing.

84 Eldredge Street

Preservation Restriction Review
View Application Here

Summary: 84 Eldredge Street is a ca. 1898 Georgian Revival style
home. This application is for the replacement of a rubber roof and a
roof deck.

Description: 84 Eldredge Street, known historically as the Pomroy
House of the Hunnewell Club, is a ca. 1898 Georgian Revival style
home. The building features a hipped roof, with two brick chimneys,
one on each side of the home. There is a centrally-located front gable
above the main entrance, which features an ornate, flat-roofed porch
with decorative columns and a balcony above. There is a second,
similar entrance on the side of the house, and a larger porch on the
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rear of the building. A preservation restriction was placed on the
property in 1981, and it was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places as part of the Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District in 1982.
This application seeks to replace rubber roofing and remove and
reinstall an existing roof deck. Staff could not locate records in ISD files
of when the roof deck was originally added, although it may have
came before a preservation restriction was placed on the property.

286 Waverly Ave (Durant-Kenrick House)

Local Landmark Review
View Application Here

Summary: The Durant-Kenrick House is a landmarked ca. 1734
Georgian style house. This application is for the replacement of a side
door.

Description: The Durant-Kenrick House is a ca. 1734 Georgian style
house. The property was first owned by Edward Durant Il. The two-
story home is fay-bays-wide, and features six-over-six wood sash. The
house features a unique combination gambrel and salt box style roof a
long rear ell extending from the left side of the property, and two brick
chimneys. The property was individually listed on the National Register
in 1976, designated a Local Landmark in 1993, and preservation
restrictions were added in 2011 and 2012. This application is for the
replacement of a side door.

11 Parsons Street

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1875 Italianate house in a well-preserved
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Description: This Italianate house was built ca. 1875, and was
originally owned by Caled Eddy, a West Newton coal dealer. The house
has a front-gabled roof and a brick chimney. The home prominently
features a three-sided veranda that covers the left, front, and right
sides of the home, as well as a two-story bay window on the left side
of the house. There is a three-bay-deep ell extending to the rear of the
home that appears as if it may have been an addition, although there
is no record of this in ISD files. The only exterior alterations on record
are the installation of replacement siding and windows. The
surrounding neighborhood is well-preserved, with many homes of a
similar age and style nearby, although there do appear to be a few
newly constructed homes on the street. 11 Parsons is individually
inventoried on MACRIS, as are five others on the street, all built
between 1874 and 1907.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house on a street with
many houses of a similar age and style. Staff recommends finding this
property preferably preserved.
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Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans
for a partial demolition. Any new construction should match the scale
of the neighborhood and include Italianate details.

1193 Walnut Street

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1870 Queen Anne style house on a
predominantly commercial street. Due to the age and condition of the
house, staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1870 Queen Anne style house. The home
appears on atlases of the City of Newton Dating back to 1874. The
building appears to have been used commercially and as a residence
for over a century, as the use is listed as a “printing shop” on a building
permit dated 1913. An two-story ell extends to the right from the rear
of the house, and a further one-story ell extends backward from the
end of that. This unique configuration appears to either be original or
added very soon after the home was built, as this house shape is
depicted on the 1874 atlas. The house features a front gabled roof, a
brick chimney, and a bay window on the back left side of the house.
This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Newton
Highlands Village Center area. The surrounding neighborhood consists
primarily of commercial buildings, although there are a number of
homes built in a similar style and era nearby on Floral Street and
further down on Walnut Street.

Staff Recommendation: Due to the age and well-preserved state of
this house, staff recommends finding the property preferably
preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans
for a partial demolition. Any new construction should be done with
respect to the surrounding neighborhood.

640 Watertown Street

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This 1936 Garrison Colonial is well-preserved. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This Garrison Colonial style house was built in 1936 by
architect Donald P. Jones and builder Newton E. Jones. The original
owner of the home was John T. Burns, Jr. The five-bay-wide house is
typical of Garrison Colonial style homes, with an end-gabled roof, two
brick chimneys, a covered front entryway, and an attached garage. A
deck was added to the rear of the home in 2004 and an entry door
was added to the front of the garage in 2006. This property is not
individually inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any homes in the
immediate vicinity on the street, however it is located just outside the
boundaries of the Newtonville Local Historic District. The surrounding
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neighborhood is well-preserved, and there is a very similar home
located to the left of this property.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house on a well-
preserved street. Staff recommends finding this property preferably
preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans
for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain
colonial revival stylings and the scale of the neighborhood.

14 Dorcar Road

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1953 split-level ranch on a street with many similar
houses. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1953 split-level ranch style house. The home was
built by developer Cranmore Construction Co. and designed by
architect Robert I. Williams. Williams was very active in the Boston
suburbs, designing many homes in Newton specifically, many of which
are split-level ranches. The home features a cross-gabled roof, with a
garage and a room above on the left side of the house. There is a stone
chimney on the right side of the house. A large addition was added to
the rear on the left side of the house in 1982. This house is not
inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on the street. The street is
however relatively well-preserved, and features many similar split-
level ranch style homes.

Staff Recommendation: This is a well-preserved house on a street with
many similar examples. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans
for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should be
consistent with the scale of the neighborhood.

97 Bound Brook Road

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This 1957 split-level ranch is on a street with many similar
existing original homes. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Description: This 1957 split-level ranch was designed by Robert I.
Williams and built by May Construction Co. for owner C.B. Steinberg.
As noted above, Williams was very active in the Boston suburbs,
designing many homes in Newton specifically, many of which are split-
level ranches. The home has a cross-gabled roof, with a two-car garage
and room above on the right side of the house. The home features a
centrally-located brick chimney and skylights on the roof. The only
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11.

alteration in ISD files is the installation of a wood-burning stove in
2004. This home is not inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on
the street. There are many existing original homes built in a similar
split-level style on this street. There is some new construction in the
area, however a good number of original houses remain.

Staff Recommendation: Due to the number of existing original mid-
century houses on this street, staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans
for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should be
consistent with the scale of the neighborhood.

21-23 Francis Street

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is an altered ca. 1905 Queen Anne style house on a
well-preserved street. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Description: This is an altered ca. 1905 Queen Anne style house. In
1907, the land was owned by E.T. Whiting. The two-story home
features a hipped roof, a covered, partially-enclosed entryway, and a
bay window on the left side of the front of the house. There is a two-
story bay window on the left side of the house and dormers on the
left, front, and right sides of the roof. The front porch was enclosed in
1941, and an addition was added to the left side of the house in 1975.
This house is not individually inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any
others on Francis Street. The street does however retain a significant
amount of historic character, as many original homes, including several
that are of a similar style to 21-23 Francis.

Staff Recommendation: Due to the age of the house and the well-
preserved nature of the surrounding neighborhood, staff recommends
finding the property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans
for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should retain
the scale of the neighborhood.

56 Chapel Street

Total Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1919 home that was built in connection with the
well-preserved mill complex located across the street. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a Tudor style house built in 1919, and was
originally owned by the Saxony Worsted Mills. Saxony was the main
occupant of the mill complex on Chapel Street from about 1900
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13.

through the 1920s. The fact that this property was owned by Saxony,
and that there is a nearly identical house next door, suggests that this
home was initially constructed as worker housing for employees of the
mill. The one-and-a-half-story house was originally three-bays-wide-
by-two-bays-deep, but now measures five-bays-wide, and extends to
five-bays-deep on the left side, after an addition was constructed in
1998. The house features six-over-six windows, a brick chimney, a large
shed dormer over the front entryway, and a slate roof. There are some
existing houses that appear to be of a similar time period further down
the street, however 56 Chapel and the identical home to the left are
surrounded by surface parking lots. Neither of these homes are
inventoried on MACRIS, but the associated mill complex across the
street, much of which has been converted to office space, has been
inventoried.

Staff Recommendation: Due to the age of the structure, as well as the
connection to the extant mill complex, staff recommends finding the
property preferably preserved.

Proposed Finding, if Preferably Preserved: Staff would welcome plans
for a partial demolition. Any proposed new construction should retain
the scale of the nearly identical home next door.

32 Hickory Cliff Road

Partial Demolition
View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1938 Cape in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff
welcomes discussion of the proposed addition.

Description: This Cape style home was constructed in 1938 by M.W.
Estey and designed by architect H. Pierce. The original owner of the
home was W.L. Jackson. The one-story house is six-bays wide, and
features a centrally-located brick chimney. There is an attached garage
on the left side of the house, and a small sun room on the right side.
The home originally featured a slate roof that was replaced with
asphalt shingles in 2001. This property is part of the Roundwood Road
residential area inventoried on MACRIS. This area contains a
subdivision of homes constructed between 1938 and the early 1940s.
The neighborhood is well-preserved, although the house next door is
under construction for an addition and there is one modern house at
the end of the street. This is an application for partial demolition, and
the applicant is proposing removing the roof and exterior finishes from
the house, in order to build a second story addition.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the proposed
addition.

154 Langley Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here
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Summary: This 1845, 2.5-story home was constructed with elements
of both the Greek Revival and Italianate Styles.

Description: This 1845, 2.5-story home was constructed with elements
of both the Greek Revival and Italianate Styles. Though lacking in some
of the more ornate details that other examples of these styles may
have, this property has retained the pedimented front entry, corner
boards and the projected center element on the front facade. The
facades have center gables, and lower windows are tall and narrow in
keeping with the historic style.

23 Sylvester Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: 23 Sylvester Road is a small, Cape style home in a brick
construction that is characteristic of the other immediate neighbors on
the street.

Description: 23 Sylvester Road is a small, Cape style home in a brick
construction that is characteristic of the other immediate neighbors on
the street. The wings on either side of the house, including the one car
garage on the right side, are original to the home. None of the
properties in this neighborhood of small capes have been inventoried
as historic buildings, though they do provide an interesting example of
the style, and a small example of an intact neighborhood.

93 Sevland Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This 1961 home was constructed in a midcentury, split level
style, as are many of the properties on this street.

Description: This 1961 home was constructed in a midcentury, split
level style, as are many of the properties on this street. This building
has not been inventoried as part of the Midcentury Housing Survey at
this time, nor has it been previously inventoried in the Historic
Resource Survey. The neighborhood is remarkably intact with similar
properties.

276 Lexington Road

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: 276 Lexington Street is a c. 1870, Colonial Revival with
enclosed from porch and front gabled roof.
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Description: 276 Lexington Street is a ¢. 1870, Colonial Revival with
enclosed from porch and front gabled roof. The Collier family sold the
land on which toa laborer Patrick Benson in 1867. This is one of the
oldest houses in the immediate neighborhood, as it was not developed
as part of the later 20th century subdivisions. It has been individually
inventoried individually on MACRIS.

17. 9 Applegarth Street

Waiver of Demolition Delay
View Application Here
View Original Application Here

Summary: This home was constructed in 1912 in an eclectic style and
has been altered many times.

Description: This home was constructed in 1912 in an eclectic style
and has been altered many times. A dining room addition was added
off of the rear of the house in 1937. The second story bay window was
added on to the rear of the house in 1962, and the porch was first
enclosed with storm windows in 1947. A permit for a large renovation
with a bedroom and bathroom was pulled in 2006. Despite these many
alterations, the front faced of 9 Applegarth St still retains a strong
hipped roof, shingle siding, and a massing characteristic of this early
20th century style. The attached garage and sloping roofline also
create an interesting architectural feature, and is actually the most
easily visible from the street. The building has not been inventoried as
part of the Historic Resource survey, nor has any other building on
Applegarth, EImore or Channing.

Administrative Items

18. Oak Hill Park Discussion

Discussion of the Oak Hill Park neighborhood

19. Approval of Minutes

Approval of meeting minutes for February 22, 2024 NHC meeting
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