
   
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city 
of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796‐1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617‐796‐1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  
 

  

 
 

Real Property Reuse Committee Agenda 
  

City of Newton  
In City Council  

  
Thursday, March 28, 2024 

 
The Real Property Reuse Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting 
on Thursday, March 28, 2024, at 7:00 pm which the public may access virtually 
via Zoom. To attend this meeting using Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/84573653048  , or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following 
Meeting ID: 845 7365 3048 
 
Item Scheduled for Discussion: 
 

The committee will be taking public comment on the following item. Please click the raise your hand 
button on the bottom of your screen if you would like to speak. There is a 5 second delay after you are 
promoted to panelist. After you’re done speaking, the clerk will change you back to an attendee.  

Public Hearing 

#36-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street 
 DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 2023 a 

letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known as 169 
Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for sale or 
lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7. 

  
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Vicki Danberg, Chair   

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84573653048
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84573653048


Preserving the Past   Planning for the Future 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  Carol Moore, City Clerk 
Cassidy Flynn, Deputy City Clerk 

From: Barney Heath, Director of Planning & Development 
Lara Kritzer, Director of Housing and Community Development 
Shaylyn Davis-Iannaco, Housing Program Manager 

Date: November 3, 2023 

Subject: Reuse of Walker Center Property 

CC: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 
City Council 
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 
Alissa Giuliani, City Solicitor 
Joshua Morse, Public Building Commissioner 

In accordance with the City of Newton’s Revised Ordinances, Section 2-7 governing the disposition of 
interests in city-owned real property, I am providing my recommendation that the City-owned 
property and buildings located at 169 Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street be declared available for 
sale or lease and further recommend that a Joint Advisory Planning Group (JAPG) be formed to work 
in conjunction with the Planning Department to prepare a written report for the City Council Real 
Property Reuse Committee.  

I am attaching for reference: 
· The original November 15, 2021 confirmatory taking of the property authorized by the City

Council.
· The October 13, 2023 letter from Mayor Fuller and Public Buildings Commissioner Morse

releasing the property for the reuse process.

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120

Telefax
(617) 796-1142

TDD/TTY
(617) 796-1089

www.newtonma.gov 

Barney Heath 
Director 
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Site Location
• The site is located at the

intersection of Grove and
Hancock Streets, adjacent to
the Williams Elementary
School in Auburndale.

• The City purchased the lots
outlined in blue on the map.

36-24

Williams Elementary 
School Expansion
• Josh Morse, Commissioner 

of Public Buildings, has 
identified the area outlined 
in red for a potential 
expansion at Williams 
Elementary School.

• This is approximately 
10,730 square feet and is 
located behind the existing 
buildings.
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Preserving the Past   Planning for the Future 

M E M O R A N D U M  

To:  Councilor Victoria Danberg, Chair, Real Property Reuse Committee 

From: Barney Heath, Director of Planning & Development  

Date: March 22, 2024 

Subject: Reuse of City-owned parcel known as 136 Hancock St. and 161-165 Grove 
Street 

Cc: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller 
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 
Joshua Morse, Commissioner, Public Buildings 

On November 15, 2021, City Council voted to approve Docket item #392-21 authorizing the Mayor to 
acquire a portion of the former Walker Center for Ecumenical Exchange located directly adjacent to the 
Williams School. When the City purchased the property in 2022 using City ARPA funds, it was specified 
that the site must be used for education and affordable housing.  The site is approximately .83 acres in 
size and extends along the south property line of the Williams School from Grove Street to Hancock Street.  
The entire property is included within the Auburndale Local Historic District and any changes to the 
property must be reviewed and approved by the Auburndale Local Historic District Commission. 

The site includes three homes which were used as housing by the former Walker Center - the ca. 1927 
“Howard House” at 136 Hancock Street, and the ca. 1847 “Harding House” and ca. 1926 “Hume House” 
at 161-165 Grove Street. In accordance with the City of Newton’s Revised Ordinances, Section 2-7, 
governing the disposition of interests in city-owned real property, the Mayor notified the City Clerk of her 
interest in making the property available for lease shortly after the City’s acquisition of the property.  After 
a review of the property by all interested City Departments, Commissioner Morse determined that the 
open portion at the center of the site might be a good future location for a new playground for the 
adjacent Williams School. However, the buildings themselves were determined to be not useful to any 
City Department. Given the great need for affordable housing in Newton, the relatively good condition of 
these houses and their recent use as housing, it presents a rare opportunity for the City to facilitate their 
redevelopment for affordable housing and accommodate the future school playground at the same time. 

Next Steps 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

p  
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Barney Heath 
Director 

 

#36-24 

http://www.newtonma.gov/


2 
 

Following the public hearing, the Reuse Committee is asked to begin the process of establishing a joint advisory 
planning group (JAPG) to begin considering future potential uses for this site. Pursuant to Section 2-7(2)(b), 
the JAPG process is initiated by the Reuse Committee’s initial, non-binding vote to make some or all of the 
property available for lease. This is a procedural vote only and allows the review process to move forward. A 
9-member JAPG will then be established which will review the site and make a formal recommendation to the 
Reuse Committee as to the future use of the property, including potential municipal uses, and the Committee 
in turn will make its recommendation to the full City Council after a second public hearing.  
 
 

 

                                                                  #36-24 
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