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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  March 21, 2024 
     

DATE:  March 14, 2024 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
70 Suffolk Road – Renewal of Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1928 Colonial Revival house was designed by Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch, and 
Abbott. The first owner was Samuel Eliot who worked in real estate; his offices were at 131 State Street in 
Boston. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The February 2023 approval has expired for the project to replace a one-story addition 
with a two-story addition; build new pool and pool house, attached single-car garage addition, addition to 
existing garage and three rear dormers; reconfigure driveway and parking areas; and install hardscaping. The 
applicants are applying to have the Certificate of Appropriateness renewed. They also submitted revised 
drawings for the brick piers which the commission required to be lowered by eight inches.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/817827   
PDF File: Compiled 70 Suffolk 
2-16-2023 Certificate of Appropriateness 
Rendering showing reduced pier height 
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Rendering showing pier height submitted at the February 2023 meeting 
Previously approved plans 
 

12 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1927 Colonial Revival house was first occupied by John S. Keohane who was the 
president of the J.G. Pierce company of Boston. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install cedar decking and a cedar railing system on the roof of the 
left side addition. The railing will be painted white. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/819903    
PDF File: Compiled 12 Acacia railings 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Plan 
Elevations 
Details 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
 

46 Woodman Road – Final Project Approval 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1925 Colonial Revival house was built as a secondary structure on the 
Webster Estate and was attached to the greenhouses which were built in 1910. When the house was first built, 
the Webster’s gardener Peter Arnott lived on the second floor and the first floor was used as workspace. In the 
1970s, the greenhouses were removed, and the house was renovated. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: Almost all the project work for this property has been reviewed and approved. But there 
are several open items for the commission to review: the work that was done to remove the stone veneer from 
the brick chimney, the balustrade on the rear second-story porch, and the columns supporting the rear second-
story porch. 

Notes: 

1. The stone veneer appears to have been successfully removed from the brick chimney, but the 

commission should confirm the work was appropriate. 

2. The balustrade on the rear second-story porch does not match the details on the approved drawings. 

The two large posts at the second-story doorway do not have ball finials. The turned balusters have a 

different design from what was shown on the approved drawings – the approved design had a long 

section connecting to the bottom rail and a short section connecting to the top rail; the as-built has a 

long section on the bottom and the top. The commission did see the as-built conditions as part of the 

review of the door trim, but there was no vote to accept the as-built balustrade or to require changes 

to what was built. 

The same design was used on the railing to the right of the bump out. 

3. Three of the supporting columns to the left of the bump out are unfinished. They should have simple 

capitals like the ones on the two columns closest to the bump out. 
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MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/755522    
PDF File: 46 Woodman Final Project 
Assessors database map 
Chimney photos and drawings 
 2014 photo of brick chimney 
 2019 photo of brick chimney covered with stone veneer 
 2019 drawing showing brick chimney dimensions 
 2024 photos of brick chimney after stone veneer was removed 
 Photos showing conditions as stone veneer was removed 
Balustrade photos and drawings 
 Photos of existing conditions 
 2014 photo of the columns 
 2019 drawings of the columns and balustrade 
 2019 detail drawing and as-built photo of the balustrade  
 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The January and February 2024 draft minutes ready for review. 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/755522

